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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

“A child is a person who is going to carry on what you have started. He is going to sit
where you are sitting, and wheit you are gone, aftend to those things which you think
areimportant. You may adopt all the policies you please, but how they are carried out
depends on him. He will assume control of your cities, states, and nations. He is going
to move in and take over your churches, schools, universities, and corporations... the

fate of humanity is in his hands.”

Abraham Lincoln
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“The Americandream begins with the American family.”
U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski
July 20, 1988

For anincreasing number of children and familics, the
drcam is a nightmare. Twenty years ago, faw enforce-
ment and social service authoritics nationwide re-
ceived a toral of 60,000 reports of suspected child
maltreatment.  Last year, there were ncarly three
million such reports.  Child abuse and neglect is a
growing national crisis, one that won't be sufficiently
addressced until national policymakers understand and
acknowledge the severe threat facing milliens of Ameri-
can chitdren.

The system that is intended to help and protect abused
and neglected children does little to mitigate the night-
mare. Instead of emphasizing prevention of maltreat-
ment, America’s child protection system usually steps
in when damage has already been done. Instead of
casing tensionswithin families and bringing them closer
together, the system too often exacerbates those ten-
sions. Instead of helping children, the system tends to
funncl children into a process over which they have no
control and that doesn’t necessarily act in their best
interests.

Child maltrecatment is a severe societal idiness. The
cure we are currently using, however, is not alleviating
the ailment. Tragically, in many cases, it is actually
making it worsc.

The United States Advisory Board on Child Abuse and
Neglect believes this ineffective and counterproduc-
tive status quo must be changed in order to reverse the
continuing ¢scalation inchild maltreatment. Inits 1993
report, Neighbors Helping Neighbors: A New Na-
tional Strategy for the Protection of Children, the
Board argucs forcetully that America needs to take a
new look atthe multiple and complex factors that lead
to incidents of child abuse and neglect, to critically
examinc the serious faults in the current child protec-
tion system, and to implement a new strategy to better
protect children from harm,

With 34 specific policy recommendations, Neighbors
Helping Neighbors is a groundbreaking blueprintfora
strategy thatcan help millions of childrenlead healthier,
happier lives.

UNDERSTANDING CHILDABUSEANDNEGLECT

“Krovy youwhat itis to be a child?...it is to believe in love,
to believe in loveliness, to believe in belief; it is 1o be so litile
that the elves can reach to whisper in your ear! i Is to tum
pumipkins into coaches, and mice into horses, lowness
into loftiness, and nothing into everything, for each child
has its fairy godmother in its soul.”
Percy Shelley.
In The Dublin Review (July, 1908)

Child maltreatment in our socicty is much more perva-
sive and stems from more complex causes than most
people would believe.  Based on the ncarly three
miltion incidences of suspected child abuse reported
last year as well as the many cases that are never
reported, the best evidence is that at least 2.5 percent
of American children are abused or neglected each
year. That is a staggering figure and it puts a lie to the
idca that child maltreatment is committed by a few
“bad” parcnts who take out their hostilities on their
kids.

In fact, physical abuse isn’t even the most prevalent
child maltreatment problem. Although serious cases
of physical and sexual abuse oceur with disturbing
frequency, the majority of reported cases involve a
primary allegation of neglect or emotional mistreat-
ment.  Children are being left home alone for long
periods of time, Chitdren are suffering the conse-
quences of being part of familics that are economically
pressured and socially isolated. Children are growing
up without positive, traditional support mechanisms
that were readily available to previous generations. As
much as anything, maltrcated children are victims of
profound changes in our socicty.

To better understand the problem of child maltreat-
ment, one has to undcrstand the environment in which
somany of today’s children arc growing up. Since 1960,
family lifc in America has changed dramatically. Qur
problems are more complex and our cconomic and
social support structures arc less effeetive,

Since 1964), there has been a four-fold increase in the
numbcr of births occurring outside of marriage. Tra-
ditional two-parent families are dwindling in number.
And there has been a three-fold increase in the per-
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centage of mothers with young children who work
outside the home. The same parental support mecha-
nism that previous generations of children enjoyed is
found in a shrinking numbcr of today’s homes.

And, not only are fewer adults present in families, but
there is less meaningful time being spent by parcats
with their children. Parents arc working longer hours,
driving longer commutcs to and from work and are
taced with increasing demands outside the family. The
idea of the close-knit, mutually supportive tamily is in
increasing peril.

Families, particularly those living in cities and some
sparsely poputated arcas, arc increasingly living in a
state of social isolation. Studics have found that isola-
tion is a major contributing cause of child maltreat-
ment. As more people migrate to the suburbs, they are
leaving behind neighborhoods and communities that
are left with fewer resources and an increasing severity
of poverty among those not able to move, This flight
resultsin deercasing poputation, decreasing home own-
ership, anincreasing proportion of single-parent fami-
lics and increasing family and community violence.
Traditional ncighborhood soctal networks are being
disrupted and isolation is becoming a reality of every-
day life.

The increasing stress of family hife and diminishing
economic and social supports are combining to make
a situation in which the family itself as an institution
may be in peril.  If we recognize that cases of child
maltreatment usually involve multiple personal, social,
and cconomic probiems and often stem from eco-
nomic pressure and social isolation, then we must also
recognize that a successful approach toward child pro-
tection must be comprchensive and multifaceted. Our
current system is neither.

AMISDIRECTED CHILD PROTECTION SYSTEM

“A simple child,
That lightly draws ils breath,
And feels ity life in every limb,
What should it know of death?”
William Wordsworth

If the nation’s child protection system were a private
corporation, it would have gone into bankruptey years
ago. We are utilizing outdated policics that do not and
willnot generate positive results. Taxpayers have spent
lterally bitlions of dollars on law enforcement, social
services, foster care, investigators and court costs to
address the issuc of child abuse, With every dollar
spent, the number of reported child maltreatment
incidence continues to spiral upward. And as those
numbers increase, the nation will spend bitlions of
dollars to pay for the consequences of child maltreat-
ment.

Ours is a system of diminishing returns for the simple
reason that it is a system without a sense of direction or
purpose. It is more punitive than rehabilitative in
nature. [temphasizes after-the-factinvestigation rather
than preventive treatment. Rather than give the chil-
dren involved empowerment, confidence and ¢mo-
tional support, it makes them part of a cold, imper-
sonal, often confusing legal process.

The most serious shortcoming of our nation’s system of
intervention on behalf of children is that it is reactive
and investigatory in nature instead of proactive and
preventive. We devote massive resources to investi-
gate allegations and precious little to assist at-risk
familics and prevent child maltreatment from taking
placc.

State and county child welfare programs are not de-
signed to provide immediate help to families who nced
or request assistance. The only time owr child protec-
tion apparatus responds quickly is when suspected
maltreatment is reported. Chid protective system
workers, instead of devoting their time to treatment
and prevention, too often spend most of their hours
gathering evidence against suspected abusive parents
and preparing to testify in court. Without adequate
resources devoted to prevention and treatment, there




is little hope of preventing recurrence of maltreatment
introubled homes. And there isvirtually no possibility
of preventing abuse of children who have a great
likelihood of being maltrcated.

Ironically, we are ostensibly trying to aid children with
a system that, by its very nature, is often hostile to
familics. By stressing investigation over positive assis-
tance, the child protection system may actually be
increasing the possibility of maltreatmentin some high
risk cases. By entering overstressed houscholds with
charges and warnings, investigators may very well
weaken parental sclf-csteem and strain family bonds
already frayed by multiple problems. Also, the system
is geared toward removing the maltreated child from
the family even in cases in which proper trecatment and
professional support could lead to reunification and
adequate functioning as a family.

The bottom line is that the child maltreatment crisis in
thiscountry is not being alleviated. Itisworsening. We
will not reverse current trends until, one, we recognize
the inherent failures in a child protection system driven
by investigation; two, we engage in careful analysis and
research to better understand the causes of child mal-
treatment; three, we acknowledge and beginto change
the conditions that permit the occurrence of child
abusc and neglect; and, four, we realize that this is a
problem that affects socicty as a whole and, therefore,
an effective solution must be broad-based in nature.

THE PARAMETERS OF A NEW NATIONAL
STRATEGY

“So long as little children are allowed to suffer, there is no
true love in the world. "

Isadora Duncan

Amcrican dancer and educator, 1924

A new national strategy to prevent child abuse and
ncglect must be one that offers children hope of attain-
ing familial love and emotional support. Such a strat-
egy mustinvolve all scgments of society in offering help
and hope to individual children, parents, and families.

There are four components to the foundation for such
a strategy, cach of equal importance, First, a national
strategy must be comprehensive. It must include con-
tributions from social scrvice, legal, law enforcement,
health, mental health and education professionals as
well as government policymakers. In order for such a
strategy to work, it must include adequate resources
not only for investigation and adjudication bascd on
effective risk assessment, but also for prevention and
treatment.

Second, a national strategy must be neighborhood-
based. In fact, it must address the viability of the
neighborhood itself, If we are to have healthy families
we must become sensitive to the quality of the neigh-
borhood environments in which our familics live.

Third, a national strategy must be child-centered. A
child protection system will not work if the child is
treated as a benign object of concern,  Children must
be taken scriously as individuals. Attention must be
given to their best interests. Children of adequate age
and development must be given an opportunity to be
heard andtobc represented onmatters thataffect their
lives and futures.

Fourth, a national strategy must be family-focused.
Removal of children from the home and the possible
resultant destruction of the family unit must be a last
resort, used only when children are faced with genuine
danger to their health and well-being. Policies should
be aimed at strengthening families to minimize or
climinate the circumstances that can precipitate child
abuse and neglect. We should work to improve the




functional competency and self-sufficiency of families.
And we should make all reasonable efforts to reunite
families when abuse or neglect has led to removal of
children.

With the foundation components in place, we can
begin erecting the clements of a strategy that will truly
benefit America’s at-risk children. The five elements
proposed by the Board are as follows:

ELEMENT ONE: STRENGTHENINGNEIGHBOR-
HOODS

Rescarch has madc it painfully clcar that the rate of
child maltrcatment in a neighborhood 1s tied to the
quality of lifc in that neighborhood. Neighborhoods
that are considercd dangerous and frightening by its
residents have higher rates of maltreatmentthan neigh-
borhoods that residents regard more positively, even
when those neighborhoods have equivalent income
levels and similar ethnic composition.

The likelihood of child maltreatment is heightened
whenfear, isolation, tension, and depression are partof
everyday life. In neighborhoods that have low mal-
treatment rates, one is likely to find friendship among
neighbors, watchfulness for each other’s families, physi-
cal safety, common knowledge of community resourccs,
visible lcadership, and a sensc ofbelonging, ownership,
and collective responsibility. Offering people respect,
involvement, and support can help overcome the isola-
tion and depression that can result in abuse and ne-
glect.

The problems in our neighborhoods are both socio-
logicat and economic. Inncighborhoods mostseverely
affected by flight to the suburbs, the average age of the
remaining residents riscs. Older residents are more
likely to remain in place. That means young parents in
declining neighborhoods are increasingly unlikely to
have peers with sufficient resources to be available for
mutual advice and support. Special efforts nced to be
made to cnsure that connections are made among
those young parents who remain,

Economic development is a key to alleviate the nega-
tiveramifications thataccompany migration away from
citics and sparsely-populated rural areas. Jurisdictions
need to assess their neighborhoods and communities

and work with economic developers and business lead-
ers to develop local development strategies to create
jobs and opportunities. In some instances this may be
accomplished throughcommunity-owned cooperatives
and creditorganizations thatkeep scarce capital within
the community.

Housing is another critical factor in child maltrcatment
propensity. Among families receiving Aid to Families
with Dependent Children, studies have shown that
children who live in overcrowded, dilapidated and
underfurnished housing are more susceptible to abuse
and neglect than thosc who live in safe, clean facilitics,
Jurisdictions must work to make housing adequate and
affordable, and to make all aspects of a neighborhood’s
physical environment safe and a source of pride for
residents. Neighborhoods must be safe havens for
children and familics, places in which parents and
children can gather, interact, support and learn from
cach other.

ELEMENT TW(O: REORIENTING THE DELIV-
ERY OF HUMAN SERVICES

If the child protection apparatus, as it exists today, is a
public service, there has been a distinet lack of empha-
sis on the word “service.” By emphasizing investiga-
tion and punitive action, some children are being res-
cucd from threatening situations. Many otherchildren
and families, however, are not receiving the service
they need to repair damage that has taken place or to
prevent harm from occurring in the first place.

Wherc damage has alrcady been done, treatment for
maltreated children needs to be given greater priority.
Today, even when the state takes custody of a mal-
treated child, it does little to ameliorate the harm, or
preventlong-term effects that may occur without treat-
ment, o to mitigate the harm that comes from inter-
vention itsclf.

The current crisis in foster care is a prime example of
the lack of priority given to harmed children. The
foster care systemn is troubled by several different
dilemmas. The number of available foster homes has
decreased as the incidence of child maltreatment has
exploded upward. Foster familics do not receive ad-
gquate resources to help alleviate the effects of abuse,
neglect, and separation frombiological families, There




has been little study or examination of the experiences
of children within the foster care system to determine
if the system serves a child’s best interests. There is
simply no clear goal, purpose, or definition of what
foster care shoutd be. There hasbeena deplorable lack
of attention given to the fate of a child who enters the
child protection process.

Likewise, too little priority has been given to services
that can make parents feel more empowered, more
able to gain control over their own hves, less prone to
alienation, hostility, and abusiveness. Rather than the
current investigation-centered process that exists to-
day to protect children, there should be a three-ticred
service system. One level would promote child devel-
opment and hecalthy family function through commu-
nity-based family support networks with access and
referrals to human services. A second level would
assist familics and children with specific, imperative
needs, and a third level would protect abused and
neglected children through more comprehensive child
protective services.

Our judicial systecm also needs to be reoriented toward
the needs of children and familics. There could be, for
example, a greater emphasis on using alternative dis-
pute resolution tcchniques rather than formal
adversarial court proceedings in cases where there is
noclearrisk of serious harm to the child. A process that
resolves problems and promotes family responsibility
would help parents feel that they had a voice in devel-
oping the solution to family difficulties.

There also needs to be greater attention given to what
achild experiencesinthe legal process. Therc hasbeen
little study into ways in which children can be more
involved in legal proceedings and have their say in
determining their future. The norm in many commu-
nities is that children are more objects than partici-
pants in child protection proceedings and arc given
little orno explanation about the nature of the proceed-
ings or the rcasons for the decisions reached. Children
need to be better represented in judicial affairs that
affect their interests.

There is a role here, as well, for the law enforcement
community. Police officers and sheriffs can play much
broader roles than simply to investigate allegations of
neglectand abuse. There should be a greater emphasis

on the concept known as community policing. Officers
work with communitics to gencrate greater watchful-
ness for children and to develop greater mutual sup-
port between ncighbors, They work with housing and
social services agencies and community organizations
to create safer environments for children and families.

ELEMENT THREE: IMPROVING GOVERN-
MENT’'S ROLE IN CONTROLLING CHILD MAL-
TREATMENT

Children have a right to protection of their personal
security.  Governments, however, have allowed the
perpetuation of a system so full of favlts and misguided
policies that little guarantec of protection from con-
tinuing scrious harm can be given even to children
recognized as alrcady abused or neglected.  Even
children who have been taken into state custody have
no guarantee that their interests will be well served.
Government must rectify this problem and protect a
child’s right to personal security.

That nccessitates the establishment of a national child
protection policy. Such a policy should have a clear
goal, to facilitate comprchensive community cfforts to
ensure the safe and hcalthy development of children
and youth, This policy should be the driving force in all
government child protection-related actions.

There is also a need for change in government financ-
ing of child protcction etforts. First, the current financ-
ing system offersincentives for out-of-home placement
of children without similar incentives for use of preven-
tion services, carly intervention, and intensive crisis
intcrvention. Greater financtal incentive should he
given to preventing problems before they happen.
Also, “strings” placcd on government funds are often
so rigid that they discourage the development of com-
prehensive neighborhood-based services for families
and children. Direct grants should be provided to
neighborhood programs for the specific purpose of
prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect.
Finally, federal and state governments need to coordi-
nate regulations to make it easier for community-based
agencics to build comprehensive services using funds
from more than one source.
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ELEMENT FOUR: REOQRIENTING SOCIETAL
VALUES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO CHILD MAL-
TREATMENT

1t is difficult tc discourage child abuse in familics when
violence is widespread in our society.  Community
violence and family violence are strongly correlated in
their prevalence, and they both are related to the
cultural acceptance of violenee.

Leaders in cducation, government, the media, busi-
ness,and civicorganizationscando much to deglamorize
violence and send the message that violence is wrong,
including the specific message that violence against
children s inappropriate and that altcrnative mcans of
discipline are availabie.

Schools have a particularly important role in teaching
parcnts and children that effective nonviolent means
are available to resolve conflict.  There is value in
parenthood education and school mediation programs
that are aimed at preventing violence against children.

A corollary message concerns sexual explottation and
abuse of children. There is good reason to believe that
on¢ answer to reduction of the high frequency of sexual
abuse of childrenlics inchangesin socictal values. The
message must be simply given that scxual abuse is
wrong. The entertainmentmedia, whichtoo frequently
promotes the sexualization of children, has a signifi-
cantresponsibility to transmit this message and correct
the societal distortions that some programming has
cncouraged.

Acceptance and appreciation of cultural differences is
an important element in preventing and responding to
child maltreatment, especially in high-risk neighbor-
hoods. If child protection workers do not recognize the
cultural significance of communication patterns and
childrearing practices, the services they offer arc likely
toseem literally foreignand relatively unhelpful. Like-
wise, schools, churches, community development agen-
cies and other neighborhood institutions should take
special care to reflect the cultures they serve in their
teaching materials, staff composition, visual displays,
meals, and festivals. Respect for different cultures can
help alleviate isolation, low self-esteem, and bitterness
and, thereby, reduce family instability and other prob-
lems associated with child maltreatment. A failure to

understand and respect cultural differences also de-
prives our sacicty of the richness we would have if we
were better able to incorporate --or at least not destroy
-- some of the traditional methods for resolving famity
criscs that those from other cultures may bring,

ELEMENT FIVE: STRENGTHEN AND BROADEN
KNOWLEDGEABOUT CHILD MALTREATMENT

Reviews by leading scholars in the field have shown
that there is an alarming lack of knowledge about the
factors that can affect propensity for child maltreat-
ment.

There is little known, for example, about the percep-
tions that maltreated childrenand their parents have of
the child protection system. In fact, fow studies are
available regarding maltreated children's expericnee
of their environment, There is little research on the
effect of neighborhood quality on rates of child mal-
trcatment.  Few studics have assessed the kinds of
social support that are most likely to prove beneficial to
at-risk familics,

Not only does there need to be a greater quantity of
knowledge inthis area, butthe quality and the direction
of our research needs to be altered as well. Research-
ers and policymakers should adopt a more child-cen-
tered approach to research, They should Icarn about
children’s experiences in both existing and demonstra-
tion programs and systems, and they should consider
the effects of child protection policics and practices on
relationships important to children,

Child protection is important enough to demand ex-
traordinary study and rescarch, Evaluation of existing
systems should be done routinely, and state and com-
munity child protection plans should be regularly fine-
tuned in response to those evaluations.

CONCLUSION

Impicmenting this strategy will not be casy. It means
altering long-held beliefs on how best to address the
problem of child abuse and neglect. It means a whole-
sale reorientation of thinking, with less emphasis on
after-the fact investigation and more on treatment and
prevention.
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Indeveloping this strategy, though, the Advisory Board
kept foremost in mind the United Nations Declaration
of the Rights of the Child: “Mankind owes to the child
the best it hasto give.” We believe in giving our children
the bestwe have, but first we must give them something
basic -- a society in which they need not live in fear.

Tothatend, we as a nation must overcome theisolation
and tensions created by the demands of modern life.
We mustcreate caring communities that support fami-
lies andshelter and nurture children, We must take the
time to see the need and to lend a hand. Above all, we
must put the interests of children first and take steps
thatwillallow them to grow, achicve their potential and
become contributing members of society. A proper
child maltreatment strategy will not only protect chil-
dren from harm, Itwill help them thrive, This must be
our goal. We must ensure the safety of all of our
children for all time, As writer/philosopher Albert
Camus stated so well:

“Perhaps we cannot prevent this world
from being a world in which children
are tortured.

But we can reduce the number of tortured
children.

And if you believers don’t help us, who else in
the world can help us do this?”
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A New National Strategy for the Protection of Children

Mission and Composition
of the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect

The U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abusc and Neglect was established under Section 102 of the
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) amendments of 1988, [t consists of fifteen members
appointed by the Secretary of Health and Human Services. Members represent a wide range of legisla-
tively mandated disciplines, as well as various regions of the country and diverse personal perspectives. The
names, titles, addresses and subject arcas of Board members are listed in the appendix.

The explicit provisions of CAPTA creating the Board require it to prepare an annual report to the
Secretary of Health and Human Scrvices, appropriate committees of the Congress, and the Dircctor of the
National Center on Child Abusc and Negleet (NCCAN). In its reports, the Board is charged with evalua-
tion of the nation’s efforts to accomplish the purposes of CAPTA, and development of recommendations
about ways those efforts can be improved.

In its first report in 1990, the Board concluded that the problem of child maltreatment in the U.S.
had reached the proportions of a National Emergency, based on the alarming increase in reports and the
consequences for our society. It argued that a broad and comprehensive approach was required, and it
offercd 31 recommendations for implementation at all levels of society. The Board’s second report focused
on recornmendations for the federal government, A primary recommendation was implementation of
universal voluntary neonatal home visitation as a means of early prevention,

The 1992 report was devoted largely to recording Board activities in preparation for the current
report, as well as positions and statements issued during the year. This report also included a concept
paper on Neighborhood Based Approaches, which serves as the basis for part of the current report.

The current report (1993) offers a broad analysis and approach, including steps that must be taken
at federal, state, local and societal levels to make families and communities safer for children in this coun-
try. It presents a comprehensive new strategy which the Board believes will not only reduce the incidence
of child maltreatment, but will reduce incidence of other social problems as well.
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Preparation and Structure of this Report

This report represents the culmination of four years of work by the Board. It extends, refines and weaves
together information, ideas and proposals offered in earlier reports in order to propose a comprehensive
national strategy. However, this report goces farther than prior efforts because it is based on far more
information than was previously available. In order to base its conclusions on relevant rescarch, the Board
commissioned qualified researchers to review and summarize findings from scientific literature in six major
subject areas. The authors and their topics included:

- James Garbarino and Kathleen Kostelny, Neighborhood-Basced Programs
- Jill Korbin, Social and Cultural Factors in Child Maltreatment

- Paul Lerman, Child Protection in Qut-of-Home Care

- Leroy Pelton, Material Supports as a Factor in Child Protection

- Ross Thompson, Social Support as a Factor in Child Protection

- David Wolfe, Treatment Related to Child Abuse and Neglect

Executive summaries of these papers are included in the appendix.

This report is also based on input reccived from scholars, administrators, policymakers, practitioners, front
line workers, parents and youths at risk, offered at hearings, symposia and meetings conducted by the
Board in various parts of this country. These events and other activitics of the Board during 1992-93, are
detailed in the appendix.

The report is structured to atlow the reader to gain the most essential information quickly. Section Lis a
bricf overview of the Board’s proposed national strategy and the five clements of which it is comprised.
Section Il identifies conditions in American society which led to the current crisis, analyzes the response of
the child protective system and discusses the need for reform. Section 1T offers an in-depth discussion of
cach of the five elements of the proposed national strategy. Section IV compares the Board’s proposed
strategy with related recommendations from other groups and institutions.  Section V presents five guiding
principles to be followed in implementing the national strategy, and Scetion VI outlines the potential
contribution of major sectors and institutions in socicty. The report offers 34 recommendations, which are
presented at the end of relevant subsections in section 11, and are later consolidated in the appendix, The
appendix also includes the Board's proposed national child protection policy.
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I. THE TRAGEDY OF THE PRESENT AND THE HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

A. CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT: A
PROBLEM OF FAMILIES AND
NEIGHBORHOODS

We begin by describing three families. Their stories
are not dramatic. They are not the sort that appear
on the front pages of newspapers or the covers of
news magazines. The adults involved are not evil
people.

But the families in the storics arc people in real
trouble who have many probicms, few resources,
and little access to help. The children are at signifi-
cant risk, the community has failed to provide the
help neccssary to ensure their safe and healthy
development, and the child protcction system as
currently designed may even interfere with the help
that is needed.

- Mary is a single parent of Native American heri-
tage. Aged 25, she has three children under age six,
and she receives Aid to Familics with Dependent
Children. She dropped out of high school, and she
has no employment history or job skills. The family
lives in adeclining urban neighborhood. Mary does
not know her ncighbors, and there are no hurmnan
service agencies located in the ncighborhood itself.!
Mary is an alcoholic, and she wants help in dealing
with the problem, but she does not want to enter a
residential treatment program if the cost of doing so
is placing her children in foster care. No outpatient
or day treatment services are available in her area of
the city, and she lacks transportation to go else-
where. Because she herself is a “graduate” of the
foster care system, she does not want to put her
children through a similar experience, and she dis-
trusts Child Protective Scrvices (CPS) workers. The
hygiene of the children is often poor, and meals --
especially near the end of the month -- are provided
on an irregular schedule,

- Sam is a ninc-ycar-old boy who was reported to
have beeninvolved ininappropriate sexual behavior
(fondling of genitals) with younger children. Inter-
viewed by a sheriff’s deputy in a rural County, Sam

said that he sometimes showers with his father, but
the deputy did not question Sam further about his
experiences in his family. Deciding that Sam was a
“perpetrator,” the deputy immediately placed him
in foster care pending a court hearing. Anxious to
find out more aboutthe situation, provide assistance
to the family, and determine the risk involved if Sam
were to return to his home, the CPS worker con-
fronts distraught and angry parents who have been
advised by their attorney to talk to the worker only
in the attorney’s presence.

- Jean and Joe Brown live in a small, dilapidated
house that they rent in a rural village. There are
holes in the floor of the front porch, and rusted farm
tools litter the yard. The Browns have custody of six
children, who have three fathers (one child is the
biological child of both Jean and Joe). They range
in age from six months to eight years, One of the
children (Joe’s child by a previous marriage) is an
18-month-old bay with failure-to-thrive syndrome,
and the family physicianin the County seatreported
his suspicion that the child was neglected. Jean’s
brother George lives with the family, and he is
suspected of having sexually abused Jean’s five-
year-old daughter, but the allegation was not proven.
Teachers have complained that the older children’s
attendance is irregular. When they are present,
their appearance is unkempt and sometimes dirty,
they have trouble sitting still in class, they have no
close friends, and their educational achievement
already is substantially delayed. The family receives
food stamps and Medicaid services. Joe works
intermittently at low wages in a meat-packing plant
inthe County seat. Neither he nor his wife has more
than a tenth-grade education.

Families like the ones described are being reported
to Child Protective Services and law enforcement
agencies in ever greater numbers -- nearly three
million times a year in the United States.? Although
serious physical and sexual abuse occur with dis-
turbing frequency, the vast majority of reported cases
involve a primary allegation of neglect or emotional
maltreatment.® The problems presented are complex,
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and the threat to children’s safe and healthy develop-
ment is often substantial -- just as in cases of serious
physical and sexual abuse.*

But in the face of such problems, the investigation
itselfis the only “service” provided in about 40% of
substantiated cases (i.e., cases in which public child

protection authorities belicve that the evidence shows

that abuse or neglect did occur).? Unfortunately, the
proportion of substantiated cases in which no ser-
vices are provided is steadily increasing.

When each year hundreds of thousands of children
are identified as maltreated but provided no help,
both common sense and empirical rescarch lead to
the conclusion that the child protection system is
failing disastrously. Indecd, the fact that so many
children and families reach such a point -- that they
lacked the help they needed before abuse or neglect
occurred -- is itself catastrophic,

No problem can be more basic than threats to
personal sccurity. No social and govcrnmental
responsibility can be morc fundamental than assur-
ing the safety of the nation’s children,

This responsibility has not always been given the
attention its scriousness merits, Yet surcly the
American people and their elected representatives
never intended to create a sitvation in which the
personal security of so many children is at risk,
Indeed, the millions of reports made each year
clearly demonstrate the public’s awareness and
concern for the safety of children. Moreover, the
Nation spends billions of dollars each year in re-
sponse to the problem of child abuse and neglect.

This report describes the nature of the flaws in the
child protection systcm and the ways in which they
devcloped. Inresponse, the Board offers a vision of
anew system that would take children’s own experi-
ence seriously and would strengthen families and
neighborhoods by facilitating neighbors’ help for
each other,

Through new connections among families and sup-
port for each other, we must build a safety net that
is woven so tightly in every neighborhood that chil-
dren cannot fall through. The development of safe
environments for children will require;

+ easy availability of both social and material sup-
port,

» redesign of the human service and justice systems
to promote neighbors’ perceived responsibility to
watch and care for children and their capacity todo
SO,

* the commitment of every adult to join in building
environments that are safe for children and their
families,

- changing attitudes that inadvertently increase the
risk of harm to children, and

« the leadership of public officials in promoting such
a commitment and fostering the generation and
planned application of the knowledge necessary to
fulfill it.

The challenge to all sectors of American society to
secure the safety of children is enormous and com-
plex. Its fulfillment will require a new way of think-
ing among policymakers, the public, and profession-
als. It will also dcmand broader efforts and better
informed and more careful planning than has cver
occurred in the child protection system.

But the safety of children is an achievabie goal. Itis
made casier by the lessons learned in current Fed-
eral, State, and local initiatives to reform child and
family services, as well as by current and historic
efforts to build a sense of community in neighbor-
hoods most at risk. And it is made possible by our
heritage of neighbor helping neighbor.

Although current social realities may make the
neighborliness nceded for the protection of children
seem less “natural” thanitwasinthe past, itisnoless
important. Federal, State, and local policymakers
and program administrators must take the steps
necessary to facilitate the development of caring
communitics with strong norms of mutual assis-
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tance and adult care, concern, and respect for chil-
dren. This report provides the framework for doing
$O.

B. CHILD MALTREATMENT AS A
NATIONAL POLICY ISSUE

The U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Ne-
glect is charged, among other tasks, with reviewing
the Nation’s progress in protecting its children.
When the Board first responded to its charge in
1990, we concluded that the scope of the problem of
child maltreatment was so enormous and serious,
and the failure of the system designed to deal with
the problem was so catastrophic that the crisis had
reached the level of a national emergency. The
Board noted the astronomical increase in the num-
ber of cases of child abuse and neglect, the inability
of the child protection system to protect the children
involved, and the billions of dollars being spent
annually on a failing system and countless billions
more that are lost as a result of the consequences of
child maltreatment. The Board proclaimed a moral
crisis, notjust in the degradation that children expe-
rience as a result of abuse and neglectbutalsoin the
Nation’s tolerance of the widespread maltreatment
of children. Tragically, the state of emcrgency
remainsin effect and may infact be even more dire
today than it was in 1990,

In its 1990 report, the Board issued thirty-one rec-
ommendations designed to “plug the holes in the
dike” and alleviate the emergency conditions facing
many of the Nation’s children. The Board also
noted inhcrent problemsinthe existing child protec-
tion system and promised to develop a proposal for
anew national comprehensive child-centered, neigh-
borhood-based, and family-focused child protec-
tion system.

This report contains that proposal. The Board
presents it to the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, the Director of the National Center on
Child Abuse and Neglect, and the Congress in the
belief that it is time to respond with due urgency to
the catastrophic conditions in the current child pro-

tection system by replacing it with a new system
which will far more effectively assure children of
protection from harm.

The proposal reflects a mixture of emotions, It

results from horror -- the continuing tragedy of

catastrophic failures in the child protection system.

But it has been developed with hope -- the yearning

for communities thatcare enough about their young-
est members to protect them from serious harm,

C. SUMMARY: THE ELEMENTS OF THE
NEW NATIONAL STRATEGY

The Board believes that protection of the Nation’s
children rcquires significant changes in the nature
of our society. We must take five key steps: (1)
strengthen neighborhoods; (2) reorient the delivery
of human services, including justice services; (3)
improve the role of government in addressing child
maltreatment; (4) rcorient socictal values that may
contribute tochild maltrcatment; and (5} strengthen
and broaden the knowledge base about child mal-
trecatment,

1. Strengthen Neighborhoods

We must strengthen our neighborhoods, both physi-
cally and socially, so that people care about, watch,

and support each other’s families. Child protection

must become a part of everyday life, a function of all

sectors of the community.

In that connection, the Board’s top-priority recom-
mendation is for the creation of Prevention Zones -
- model ncighborhoods in which intensive efforts
are made to facilitate neighbors helping neighbors
and to promotc economic and social development
for the purpose of preventing child abuse and ne-
glect. Prevention Zones will offer opportunities to
test the effectiveness of child protection efforts in
neighborhoods of differing population density, eth-
nic and cultural composition, and social and eco-
nomic resources.

Every neighborhood should have aChild Protection
Plan to strengthen families and prevent harm to the
children residing there. The plan should be con-
structed and implemented by neighborhood resi-
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dents and local interagency councils with access to
whatever external resources, including technical
assistance, are necessary. Community Develop-
ment Block Grants should be augmented to facili-
tate this work.

Among the specific programs thatshould be planned
and implemented are;

- family resource centers to provide casily acces-
sible, highly integrated services to promote parental
compctence, meet the diverse needs of children and
families, and facilitate sense of community and
networks of social support in the ncighborhood;

- youth programs to enhance parcnt-adolescent
relations, trcat the effects of abuse, offer youth
positive and challenging roles in their communities,
and opportunities for positive networking in order
to assist them in their transition to adulthood and
parenthood;

- economic development programs to diminish pov-
erty and its effects and to promote residents” self-
esteem and sense of community and their resources
to help each other;

-housing programstoincrease the physical safety of
the neighborhood and to promote residents’ inter-
action with each other;

- Adopt-a-Neighborhood programs by which busi-
nesses and other institutions (e.g., churches, syna-
gogues, and civic clubs in affluent neighborhoods)
assist in strengthening neighborhoods with few re-
SOUrces.

2. Reorient the Delivery of Human Services,
Including Justice Services

We must expand and reform our human service
system so that it becomes as easy to provide services
to prevent child maltreatment and other forms of
familydisintegration asitis to placeachild in foster
care after the fact. Prevention and treatment, in-
cluding both social and material supports, should be
integrated into neighborhood settings, such as
schools and neighborhood centers. Mental health

services should be widely available and easily acces-
sible for children and familics affected by child
abusc and neglect,

We must also reform the law and the justice system
to promote neighborhood responsibility and te en-
sure government accountability for the protection
of children. The resources consumed through inves-
tigative processes that precedc legal decision mak-
ing should not detract from the far greater priorities
of preventing and treating child abuse and neglect.
Civil and criminal investigation, adjudication, and
disposition must be conducted with due respect for
children and parents as individuals, and we should
ensure that children have effective advocates for
their interests and views.

We must reform foster care, so that it becomes part
of a neighborhood-based system of services. We
should experiment with alternatives to traditional
tamily foster carc that may provide children with
consistent family environments, promote perma-
nence in children’s relationships, and ensure
children’s safety. We should give foster parents the
respect and resources they deserve,

3. Improve the Role of Government in
Addressing Child Maltreatment

We must care enough about the quality of efforts to
protect the safety of our children that we insist that
child protection programs are planned so that they
are neighborhood-based, child-centered, family-fo-
cused, and culturally and ethnically relevant. A
National Child Protection Policy should be adopted
to provide a comprehensive neighborhood-based,
child-centered, and family-focused foundation for
efforts to protect children,

We must ensure that government does not inhibit
community efforts to protectchildren and strengthen
their families. We must reorient fiscal policies that
make it easier to fund foster care than prevention
and that deter community agencies fromm combin-
ing funds from several sources to provide badly
needed services. Wc must develop more flexible
approaches to financing that encourage communi-
ties to develop comprehensive, integrated ap-
proaches to familics with multiple needs.
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4. Reorient Societal Values That May
Contribute to Child Maltreatment

We must reorient our values so that violence ceases
to be an acceptable response to conflict within
families and communities. We must also develop
greater understanding and appreciation of the
strengths of the various ethnic cultures that make
up our society, so that cultural differences become
recognized as sources of strength rather than “prob-
lems.” We must work to change attitudes toward
sexuality that result in the exploitation and
sexualization of children,

We must regard children as full members of the
community, whose personal security must be pro-
tected, whose Interests mustbe respected, and whose
views must be heard and adequately represented,
especially in connection with the courts and other
institutions that have control over their lives. Asan
affirmation of the value of children as persons and a
framework for policy developmentthe United States
should ratify the Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

5. Strengthen and Broaden the Knowledge
Base About Child Maltreatment

We must strengthen our program of research to
generate knowledge sufficient to guide policymakers,
program administrators, and front-line practitio-
niers in the creation of caring communities and the
protection of individual children. Funding for re-
search on child maltreatment should be increased
substantially, and the Federal capacity for manag-
ing the programs that result should be improved to
comport with scientific norms.

Evaluation studies should become an ongoing part
of policy formation and services delivery, and pro-
grams and policies should be regularly modified in
response to the results. In that connection, Preven-
tion Zones can be ongoing laboratories for refine-
ment of programs that may be applied to prevent
child abusc and neglect or treat its effects in diverse
communitics.

Whatever the specific topic of research related to
child abuse and neglect, it should be child-centered
so that the experiences of children are lcarned.
Similar respect shouldbe exhibited for caseworkers,

parents, foster parents, and others in the child pro-
tection system, so that they are consulted in the
design of research and given feedback about its
results,

The five steps noted above are the keys to a national
strategy. Eachstep has been thoroughly considered
by others, and most have been proposed individually
from other quarters. Some have actually been
implemented in particular communities and pro-
grams, But taken together, they constitute a ncw
and comprehensive approach to the problem of
child maltreatment. We turn now to the rationale
for a new system.

ENDNOTES

'The neighborhood in which Mary lives was one of the ones
identified in research by Garbarino and his colleagues as both
economically and socially impoverished and as having a high
rate of child maltreatment, relative even to other neighbor-
hoadsof comparable social class. James Garbarino & Deborah
Sherman, High-Risk Neighborhoods and High-Risk Families,
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II. THE NEED FOR A NEW NATIONAL STRATEGY

A. NOT JUST MORE BUT DIFFERENT

Some ask why the Board advocatcs a new strategy.®
Such commentators generally acknowledge the
emergency in the child protection system, but they
attribute the continuing crisis to insufficient re-
sources. If more dollars were appropriated, they
argue, the crisis would evaporate,

Although the Board agrees that funds available for
some efforts related to child protection have been
grossly inadequate,’ the Board also believes that the
problem lies in the way that rcsources have been
used as much as in the magnitude of the resources
that have been available. The Nation needs not just
more but different investment in child protection.
The Board continues to believe that a response to
the emergency without fundamental changes in the
child protection system will not prevent its recur-
rence.

To understand the need for radical change in child
protection, it is necessary to know some facts about
the current nature of family life, child maitrecatment,
and the child protection system.

B. THE NATURE OF CONTEMPORARY
FAMILY LIFE

Since 1960, family life has changed dramatically -
often in the direction of more serious and complex
problems and less consistent economic and social
support. Unfortunately, the service system has not
changed at a comparable rate.

The changes that have occurred in the structure of
American families are extraordinary: a 50% de-
cline in the fertility rate, a morc than four-fold
increase in births outside marriage, a four-fold in-
crease in the divorce rate, and a nearly three-fold
increasc in the proportion of working mothers of
youngchildren.® Although there are of course many
well-functioning single parent familics, and families
with two working parents, the necds of these families

for child care, and the difficulties they face in man-
aging extremely limited time, can be very stress
producing. Although there is some cultural varia-
tion (both within the United States and across na-
tional borders) in the magnitude of this transforma-
tion in family structure, it is present to some degrece
ineverydeveloped country and appearstherefore to
be a byproduct of economic and technological
change.®

Other changes exacerbatc the decreasing availabil-
ity of adults for many children. Not only are fewer
adults present in families, but their time -- and often
that of their children -- for family life has been
shrunk by increasing demands outside the family.'°
Moreover, social supports often are disrupted by
moves. One in every four young children lives in a
home different from the one that the family occu-
picd a year earlier."

Tragically, social nctworks have beccome so dis-
rupted that, for many families, isolation is one of the
rcalitics of everyday life. As one commentator has
lamented:

What is most striking about parents today is how
isolated many of them are from other families and
fromeach other, and how hungry they are fornew ways
of making contact. “Sometimes I feel like the last
person on earth,” one PTA president told me. Isola-
tion among parenis creates isolated kids -- or more
specifically, kids isolated from the adult world, more
vulnerable 1o their peers. Why are parents so isolated?
Longer commutes; both parents working ever longer
hours; the new urban form; the fading of older net-
works -- coffee klatches, churches, neighborhood
schools. In the work place, parents seldom discuss
parenting because parenting is too often considered a
career hindrance. Instead of support from the society,
we get advice, a booming how-to-parentindustry. “I'm
afraid of other parents,” said one mother. "You never
know what kind of weirdos are raising your child’s
friends.” Aslonely parents fear their environment and
doubt their own competence, community -- the real
preventer of child abuse and other violence -- dimin-
ishes.'?
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Although such a diminution of social support is
common in American socicty as a whole, it is most
pernicious inimpoverished neighborhoods. A fam-
ily move is disruptive under the best of circum-
stances, but the aggregate trends in the direction of
migration have had broader social effects. Asinner
cities and many rural areas and small townslose ever
greaternumbers of young families!” economic strati-
fication also has been increasing. The rich have
gotten richer, and the poor -- especially women and
children living in poverty --have gotten poorer. In
the 1980s, income for the lowest 40% of families on
the economicladderin the United States declined in
real dollars, while income for the top 20% rose by
28.9%, and income for the top 1% rose by 74%.!

Not only has the gap widened, but poverty also has
become more sustained. The proportion of families
moving out of poverty declined by almost 40% in the
last decade.’® As the economic outlook for young
adults has declined,’ so too has the welfare of
children, who are now the poorest Americans.!’

The combination of migration from neighborhoods
with few resources and increasing scverity of pov-
erty within them has resulted in increasing numbers
of unstable, “drained” neighborhoods that appear
to be in the throes of negative social momentum --
decreasing population, decreasing home owner-
ship, increasing proportion of single-parent fami-
lies, and increasing family and community violence
and other crime.”®* Poverty has become not only
more sustained but also more concentrated. For
example, the proportion of poor families in Cleve-
landliving in high-poverty neighborhoods rose from
21% in 1970 to 50% in 1988."° Social networks are
constantly being disrupted by out-migration as fami-
lies who are sufficicntly competent or lucky obtain
the resources to move. They leave behind families
who have less and less, on average, with which to
help each other.

Unfortunately, the decline in informal social sup-
port-- a decline that is most severe in impoverished
ncighborhoods -- has not been matched by an in-
crease in the availability, accessibility, or respon-
siveness of the formal service system. The nature of
services has changed little while families and their
social context have changed enormously. Indeed,

the trends have been toward increasing
professionalization, bureaucratization, and
privatization of services.?

As the National Commission on Children summa-
rized:

Most poor children in America are in double jeopardy.
They experience the most health problems but live in
the leasi healthful environments and have the least
access to medical care. They are at the highest risk of
academic failure, but often attend the worst schools.
Their families experience the most stress but the fewest
social supports. ™

Indeed, those services that are available are increas-
ingly “two-tier”: a private service system for eco-
nomically advantaged families and a public, often
more restrictive system for those who are poor,
especially those who are also of color. Thus, chil-
dren of color fill more than half of the beds in
training schools and detention centers, while white
youth who enter the juvenile justice system obtain
most of the private placements.Z? Racial and class
divisions are found in child mental health services,?

Of even more direct relevance to the child protec-
tion system, such a phenomenon can also be ob-
served in public social service agencies in which, as
a practical reality, child welfare services often have
become synonymous with CPS.? In parailel with the
trends in other systems, families of color are strik-
ingly overrepresented in CPS,? and children from
poor families, many of whom are children of color,
fill most of the slots on the foster care rolls.

C. THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF
CHILD MALTREATMENT

The increasing stress of family life and the diminish-
ing economic and social supports combine to make
a situation in which the family as an institution may
be in peril. Even if such a conclusion is overly
broad,” there can be no doubt that socioeconomic
change has resulted inunraveling of the social fabric
inmany neighborhoods. The danger insome neigh-
borhoods is so great that the physical environment
presents hazards for children and the social environ-
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ment breeds violence, both within and among fami-
lics, and fails to provide sufficient support todampen
family stress.

Within such a context of threats to family life, the
number of reports of suspected child maltreatment
has grown at an explosive rate -- from an estimate of
a few hundred cases in the early 1960s to reports of
60,000 cases in 1974 (when the Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment Act was cnacted), 1.1 million
cases in 1980, 2.4 million cases in 1989, and nearly
three million cases in 19922 The proportion of
unsubstantiated cases has remained relatively con-
stant across time (approximately 60% of reports®).
Althoughasubstantial proportion of cascsarc never
substantiated, underreporting also remains a seri-
ous problem.¥ The best evidence is that at least
2.5% of American children are abused or neglected
each year.*!

Cases of serious physicalinjury -- even death -- occur
with shocking frequency.’? Nonctheless, neglect
remains the most commonly reported form of child
maltreatment® -- a fact that has too often been
ignored in cries for reform of the child protection
system.

Whether one looks at the cases of infants shaken or
beaten to death, older children who simply lack
adequate care, or adolescents who are raped and
sodomized, the picture is enormously complex.
Whatever their form (neglect, physical abuse, sexual
abuse, or emotional abuse), cases of child maltreat-
ment usually involve a multiplicity of personal, so-
cial, and economic problems. When that impres-
sionis combined with knowledge about the increas-
ing complexity of family life and the diminishing
supports for families, the difficulty of preventing and
treating child abuse and neglect becomes obvious,
regardiess of the cause of the extraordinary increase
in suspected child abuse and neglect.® So too does
the need for a comprehensive, multifaccted ap-
proach.

The complexity of the problem is not simply that
there are multiple factors involved in the causation
of child maltreatment; the complexity also reflects
the fact that almost every one of the specific factors
has a myriad of causes and effects. Accordingly,

child maitreatment s often just one of amultitude of
impulsive, irresponsible acts,” often including vio-
fence toward multiple family members.® Perhaps
an even better illustration of the principle of com-
plex causation is the fact that the single most impor-
tant factor is poverty. Although most pronounced in
cases of ncglect, poverty is a strong predisposing
factor for all forms of child maltrcatment.

Of course, most poor families protect their children,
but parentsin poverty face a heroic task in doing so.
As the National Commission on Children observed:

Poverty and economic instability are associated with
well-documented negative effects on children. Many
poor children go undernourished, are inadequately
clothed, and live in substandard housing. For them,
theworld is often a dangerous and threatening place to
grow up. It is crime-ridden streets where schools and
playerounds are the domain of gangs and drug dealers,
oritis desolate rural areas without adequate roads and
running waler. It is dilupidated homes with broken
windows, poor heating, lead paint, rats, and garbage.
It Is a world in which children grow up afraid and
ashamed of the way they live, where they learn basic
survival skills before they learn to read.”’

Eventhe psychological variables that are associated
with child maltreatment -- depression, low self-
esteem, sense of poweriessness, general inadequacy,
impulsivity, substance abuse® - relate directly to
ability to cope with poverty.® Sotoo are the related
demographic factors, such as family size,” and the
individual-child characteristics, such as disability,*
which stretch already thin family budgets.

If such circumstances -- poverty combined with
personal difficulties in coping -- arc to be overcome,
assistance must be available where families are
when they need it, and there must be reason for
hope. Creating such ingredicents requires attention
to the neighborhood environments in which people
live. Child maltreatment reporting rates vary ac-
cording to ncighborhood quality cven when income
levels and cultural composition are similar* In
neighborhoods in which children are protected,
there is friendship among neighbors, watchfulness
for each other’s familics, physical safety of the envi-
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ronment, common knowledge of community re-
sources, visible leadership, and, perhaps most criti-
cally, a sense of “belonging,” ownership, and collec-
tive responsibility. By contrast, some neighbor-
hoods have been so drained of thesc qualities that
they are disastrous for children and families, Neigh-
borhoods with high rates of maltrcatment often so
lack cohesion that their residents cannot even iden-
tify a name for the neighborhood.®

A British scholar recently described residents’ lack
of identification with a neighborhood as home as
psychological homelessness and noted the perni-
ciousness of such isolation in affecting family safety:

By psychological homelessness I mean two things: first
that they do not have a home which confers on them
the benefits and physical resources that they consider
necessary for the tasks that are expected of them.
Secondly, they do not have a home in the sense of
havinga place which is a “safe haven’ -- a place where
they feel they belong, a place where they know and trust
people, a place where they want their children to grow
and develop.

If child maltreatment is to be prevented and treated
effectively, research on its prevalence and causes
leaves an unescapable message: cfforts must be
made to eliminate the circumstances -- both per-
sonal characteristics and sociocconomic contexts --
that cause or permit families to be isolated from
each other.® The task is sufficiently complex and
difficult that it is likely that efforts must be both
multifaccted and sustained; single-factor, one-shot
interventions are unlikely to be successful in cither
prevention or treatment of child abuse and neglect.
Unfortunately, the child protection system has far to
go if it is to operate according to such principles.

D. THE INADEQUACY OF THE
CURRENT STRATEGY FOR
ADDRESSING CHILD MALTREATMENT

1. A Central Focus on Investigation

The most serious shortcoming of the nation’s system of
intervention on behalf of children is that it depends
upon a reporting and response process that has puni-
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tive connotations, and requires massive resources dedi-
cated to the investigation of allegations. State and
County child welfare programs have not been designed
to get immediate help to families based on voluntary
requests for assistance. As a result it has become far
easier to pick up the telephone to report one’s neighbor
Jor child abuse than it is for that neighbor to pick up the
telephone to request and receive help before the abuse
happens. If the nation ultimately is to reduce the
dollars and personnel needed for investigating reports,
maore resources must be allocated to establishing vol-
untary, non-punitive access to help.*

Investigation now drives the child protection sys-
tem.*” Stated diffcrently, the system acts in re-
sponse to allegations -- not needs for help. CPS
workers report spending much of their time in cvi-
dence gathering and court appearances.® In turn,
CPS consumes an cver greater proportion of child
welfare budgets.® Moreover, whenever an exposé
occurs in the child protection system (for example,
after a child dies as a result of maltreatment), the
usual clamor is to blame CPS or call for more CPS
investigative workers.

Tobe clear, the Board is notsatisfied with the quality
of investigation of cases of suspected child maltreat-
ment - investigation thatcan have seriously harmful
conscquences if it leads to either undue alarm or
undue complacency. Aninvestigation may resultin
unnecessary removal of children and even unjusti-
fied incarceration -- or conversely, it may overlook
preventable danger -- sometimes grave danger -- to
children, including children other than the oncs
reported. Toooften, workers have minimal training
in evidence gathering and, even if their training is
adequate, their caseloads are too great to invest
sufficient time to investigate reports thoroughly.
Moreover, even if workers are trained and have
manageable cascloads, rescarch is insufficient to
guide their assessments of risk to a level of validity
much beyond that which can be obtained by clinical
experience and intuition alone.®

The result of the current design of the child protec-
tion system is that investigation often seems to
occur for its own sake, without any realistic hope of
meaningful treatment to prevent the recurrence of
maltreatment orto amelicrateits effects, even if the
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report of suspected maltreatment is validated.
Obviously investigation cannot be removed alto-
gether, but it should no longer be the centerpiece of
child protection.

Whatever the skills and motivation of individual
workers, the child protection system appears tolack
the sense of mission with which it started. [ronically
and tragically, the child often has been lost in the
system. CPS workers and others in the child protee-
tion system have found their job seemingly defined
as checking off boxes: Did parents engage in par-
ticular behavior that justifics coercive government
intcrvention? If so, have they complied with cach
element of a dispositional plan? The result of this
focus is that the child is the party least likely to be
meaningfully represented, the child’s wishes and
perceptions of the sitbation are often unheard or
ignored, and the child is often the least likely to
receive freatment.

The ultimate results of the central focus on investi-
gation may in the end diminish the effectivencss of
the overall effort to prevent and treat child abuse.
Workerswhoare chargedwith preventionand treat-
ment of child abuse and ncglect too often find most
of their time spent on investigation and preparation
of cases for court.® Even if sufficient time is left, the
role conflicts engendered by the law enforcement
functions of CPS workers®? may diminish not only
the faimess of the system* but also the effectiveness
of workers when they do attempt to offer help.
Increasingly, suchrole conflicts are aiso being expe-
rienced by other professionals whaose helping role
historically has been less ambiguous.® The implicit
assumption that investigation by itself will result in
protectionof children has prevented the assumption
of responsibility to offer help to prevent child mal-
treatment or ameliorate its effccts. Of particular
significance in thecontext of this report, the fact that
it has become much easier to report one’s neighbor
forchild maltreatmentthantooffer them directhelp
may have weakened the kind of neighboring that
held communities together and strengthened fami-
lies in the past.

Infact, in the absence of meaningful help, investiga-
tion may weaken parental self-esteem and per-
ceived control. Moreover, itmay strainfamily bonds
alrecady frayed by multiple problems.

2. The Roots of the Emergency

Clcarly, the child protection system is broken. To
appreciate the need for fundamental change ifit is
to fulfill its original purpose of protection of children
from harm, it is useful to examine how the system
reached its current state,

Inits current form, the child protection system isnot
very old.®  After the publication of The Battered-
Child Syndrome by C. Henry Kempe and his col-
lcagues in 1962,% every State soon adopted a man-
datory reporting law. With the adoption of the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) in
1974 and the corollary establishment of the Na-
tionalt Center on Child Abuse and Neglect

(NCCAN), the Federal Government also focused
its initial efforts on establishment and implementa-
tion of Statc laws to require reporting of suspected
child maltreatment. The “strings” established by
CAPTA for Federal funds to States to address the
problem of child maltreatment thus focused on
provisions for identification and investigation of
suspected cases, not for prevention and treatment,

Atthe time, this strategy seemed reasonable. Child
maltreatment was thought to be an uncommon
although egregious problem,* and the major ob-
stacle to an effective solution was uncovering the
cases. It is unlikely that anyone foresaw either the
complexity ofthe casesthatwould ultimately emerge,
or the stunning and continuing increase that would
occur in their numbers.

3. Conceptual Mistakes That Have
Accompanied the Development of the
Current System

Although it is difficult now to separate ideas that
stimulated the growth of a child protection system
focused on investigation from those that resulted
from it, it is clear in retrospect that several concep-
tual mistakes accompanied the development of the
systemn.
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First, public policy has been driven by the response
to the wrong question. With the focus on investiga-
tion as a prelude to court action and, ultimately,
separation of maltreated children from abusive or
neglecting parents, the policy debate has focused on
the question, “Under what circumstances is cocr-
cive government intervention justifiable to protect
children?” This question tends to elicit legalistic
discussion about the definition of abuse and neglect,
the standards for gathering and introducing evi-
dence about parental behavior, and the relative
strength of rights of parents and children. Remark-
ably little discussion occurs about the far broader
question, “What can government and social and
neighborhood institutions do to prevent or amelio-
rate harm to children?”

This report responds to the latter question - a
question that turns the focus away from symbolic
debates toward provision of prevention and treat-
ment, and design of environments for children that
are psychologically and physically safe.

Second, the idea that “doing something™ about child
maltreatment means initiating an investigation has
become ingrained among professionals and the
public. As aresult, policymakers disturbed by the
crisis in child protection commonly fail to look
beyond the “solution” of hiring more CPS workers,
and the professions and the public as a whole
generally do not assume responsibility for action to
protect children,

Third, in thc same vein, at least in part because
investigation has been primarily the function of
CPS, child maltreatment has been identified as a
social services problem.” Perhaps as a result, other
sectors af the child protection system -- elements that
are necessary to address the mulfiple dimensions of the
problem of child abuse and neglect -- often have been
absent from active involvement in planning and imple-
menting a response.®

Fourth, the narrowness of the question asked and
the responsibility assigncd has contributed to the
lack of comprehensive, conceptually coherent plan-
ning in the child protection system. This vacuum
has facilitated piecemeal governmental responses
to the problem of child abuse and neglect and the
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ever-worsening crisis in the child protection sys-
tem. Unfortunately, one result has been to in-
crease the workload of CPS agencies and NCCAN
through expansion of the range of specific problems
under their acgis without a commensurate increase
in support.

In short, current knowledge about the nature of
child maltreatment and the socictal response to it
suggests that the child protection emergency will
continue or recur unless

« the perceived responsibility for child protection is
broadened substantially,

- investigation is not pursued for its own sake,
- concerted efforts are made to change the condi-
tions that permit the occurrence of child abuse and

neglect, and

- those efforts are based on careful policy analyses
and empirical research.
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sustained central importance to Americans. Mellman, sipra
note 10, at 74-77.

BEMERGENCY, sigpranote 4, at 15, and citationstherein; McCurdy
& Daro, supra note 2.

¥DepoRAH Daro, CONFRONTING CHILD ABUSE: RESEARCH FOR
ErrecTive ProGram DEsiGN 22-23 (1988}, The Board does not
wish to imply that failure (at least as the system is currently
structured) to substantiate more than half of the reports is a
good thing. Insuch cases, the intrusion on the family is almost
sure to result in substantial disruption without additional
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services or other supports, regardless of whether the original
report was valid. (Of course, failurc to substantiate suspected
child maltreatment does not necessarily mean that it did not
occur.) Qur point instead is that the relatively constant sub-
stantiation rate in the face of skyrocketing frequency of reports
of suspected child maltreatment suggests that the increase in
number of reports is not the product of reckless or capricious
reportiag. Itis alsoimportant to note that many of the families
in which reports are not substantiated do have serious prob-
lems, even if the decision ultimatcely is made that there is no
ground for coercive intervention,

“See generally PROFESSIONAL RISPONSIBILITIES IN PROTECTING
Cimpren: A Pusuic HeaLTH APPROACH TO CHILD SEXUAL
ABUSE (Ann Maney & Susan Wells eds, 1988).

ANaTIONAL CeNTER ON CHOD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, STUDY
Frnomgs: STUDY OF THE NATIONAL INCIDENCE AND PREVALENCE
oF CHiLp Aeust: AND NeGLECT xiii (1988). This figure does not
include cases that never become known to professional service
providers.

ZEMERGENCY, Supra note 4, at 15 nn. 2-3 and accompanying
text; McCurdy & Daro, supra note 2, at 13-16 (noting nearly
1300 deaths of children as a result of maltreatment in 1992).

ASupra note 2.

M1t is clear thal a substantizl proportion of the increase can be
accounted for by increased awarcness. For cxample, the
“discovery” of sexual abusc led to a huge increasc in reports in
the mid-1980s. Kelly Weisberg, The “Discovery” of Sexual
Abuse: Experts’ Role in Legal Policy Formulation, 18 U.C, Davis
L.Rev.1{1984). Nonethcless, when combinedwith knowledge
ahbout factors involved in the causation of child maltreatment,
data onthe downward trends for family welfare suggest that at
least some of the increase reflects real prevalence.

“Frequent impulsive behavior, such as putting one’s children
at Tisk, tends 1o be part of a syndrome that generalizes across
contexts. See, e.g., D. Wayne Osgood et al., The Generality of
Devignee in Late Adolescence and Early Adulbhood, 53 Am.
Socwuocicar. Rev, 81 (1988).

The relationship between substance abuse and child maltreat-
ment is illustrative of this general phenomenon. In more than
two-fifths of child protection cases in the Boston Juvenile
Court in 1985-86, parcats had a documented history of sub-
stance abuse. Michael 8. Jeilinck et al., Seriows Child Maltreat-
ment inMassachusetts: The Course of 206 Children Through the
Couns, 16 Crnip Apuse & NrGrect 179,181 (1992). Only about
one-eighth of cases in the CPS cascload were referred to
juvenile court, Id. at 180. More than one-fourth had used
cocaine or heroin; of them, 82% relused court-ordered ser-
vices, and 91% lost the custody of their children, Id. at 181,
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*See, e.g., GERALD R, PaTTERsON, Cosrcive FamiLy ProcEss
(1982}, Gerald T. Hotaling et al.,, Intmafamily Violence, and
Crime and Violence Outside the Family, in 11 CRiME aND
VIoLENCE: A ReviewoF RESEaRcH: FamiLy VioLENCE 315,334 -
43 (Lioyd Ohlin & Michael Tonry eds., 1989).

¥Beyonp RHETORIC, supra note 12, at 29,

3%See EMERGENCY, supra note 4, 100 nn. 20-22, accompanying
text at 19-20, and citations therein. Although the etiological
picture is even more complex in sexual abuse than in other
forms of child maltreatment, such psychological variables also
are important in sexual abuse. Jd. at 100 nn.21-22.

BLeroy H. Peiton, The Roleof Material FactorsinChild Abuse
and Neglect 41-44 (1992) (paper prepared for the U.S, Advi-
sory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect).

“Id. at 44.

“Although the direction of causality is not clear, the proportion
of children with disabilities who are malitreated appears to be
somewhat higher than amongchildren in general. Seegenerally
Seeciar CHILDREN, SPECIAL Risks: THE MALTREATMENT OF
CHILDREN WITH DisaptLmees (James Garbarinoet al. eds. 1987).
For a critical analysis of the relevant epidemiological studies,
see Raymond H. Starr & Kathleen Kurtz, Does Childhood
Disability Cause Abuse? A Critical Review (Aug, 1991) {paper
presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Asso-
ciation, San Francisco),

8¢, e.g, James Garbarino & Ann Crouter, Defining the
Community Context of Parens-Child Relations: The Correlates
of Child Maltrearment, 49 Chnp Dev. 604 (1978); James
Garbarino & Kathleen Kostelny, Child Maltreatment as a
Comnunity Problem, 16 Cann Apuse & NecLEcT 455 (1992);
Garbarino & Sherman, supra note 1.

Research shows that lack of social support is related 1o puni-
tiveness in low-income parents alone, although social support
is related to the level of emotional support given children by
parents of all income levels. Patricia A. Hashima & Paul B.
Amato, Poverty, Social Support, and Parental Behavior, __
CGuupDev.___ {forthcoming). Thisresearch thusalso suggests
the significance of the combination of social and economic
poveity in the causation of child abuse.

*Garbarino & Kostelny, supra note 42; see Gary B. Melton, It's
Time for Neighborhood Research and Action, 16 CHILD APUSE
& Necrecr 909 (1992).

HOweN GiLL, PARENTING UNDER PRESSURE: A STUDY OF FoRTY
Fanurs Living i OxEe STREET 99 (1992) (report of Barnados
South Wales and South West, Bristol, England).

“Social isolation is “one of the dominant presenting problems
cutting across all forms of maitreatment.” Daro, supra note 29,
at 56-57. See, eg, Edward Zigler & Nancy W. Hall, Physical
Child Abuse in America: Pasi, Present, and Future, in THEORY
AND RESEaRCH, Stipra note 4, at 38, 61.
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“EMERGENCY, Supra note 4, at 80 (emphasis added). No prose
from the Board’s several reports has been quoted as much as
the noted paragraph. It summarizes the Board’s view of the
crux of the problem in the child protection system--a problem
thatwe believe will not disappear without fundamental change
in the system.

¥'See supra note 24,

See, .., Child Protective Senvices: 1992, Va, CHILD ProTec-
TION NEWSLETTER, Spring 1992, at 1 (reporting a survey of CPS
workers in Virginia), The majority of caseworkers reported
spending more than thirty percent of their time in investiga-
tions and related paperwork, and about thirty percent of
workers said that they so spent the majority of their time.
Moreover, the majority said that they spent more than half of
their time in court preparation and case management. Insome
local offices, the caseloads exceeded one hundred cases per
worker. The resultof such time allocation is that: imvestigation,
paperwork, case management, court and malking referrals take
most of the available hours of the workers’ day, leaving very little
time for direct treatment or prevention work with the abusive
families. Id. at 4.

#*Public child welfare administrators often report that most of
their non-CPS child welfare budgetis consumed by foster care,
sothat funds for preventionand treatment are scant. Kamerman
& Kahn, The Problems Facing Social Services for Children,
Youth, ond Families, supra note 24, at 8. Federal funding has
followed a similar path. Federal child welfare funding grew by
78.7% from FY 1984 to FY 1993, whilc Federal support for
foster care increased by 486.5%. The Federal foster care
expenditure ($2.6 billion in FY 1993) is now nearly nine times
that for child welfare services. House Serect Comm. oN
CriLprex, YoutH, & FamiLes, FEDERAL PROGRAMS AFFECTING
CHILDREN AND Famivies, 1992 (1992), at CRS-3, tab. 3.

FSee generally Lous F. ClocHmerLz, SymposiuM oN RisK Assess-
MENT v CHip ProtecTive Services (1991) (reporting the
discussions at an NCCAN symposium}; Michael 5. Wald &
Maria Woolverton, Risk Assessment: The Emperor’s New
Clothes, 69 Cuid WELF, 483 (1990).

LSee, e.g., supra notc 48,
328See PELTON, supra note 26, at 118-25.

$See generally David W. Lioyd, Modcls for an Effective Child
Protection System: Legal Perspectives (Sept. 1990} {paper
presented at the Summer Institute on Mental Health Law,
Law/Psychology Program, University of Nebraska-Lincoln)
(applying & substantive due-process analysis to the legal pro-
cess in child protection cases).

*See generally Gary B. Melton & Susan Limber, Psychologists’
Involvement in Cases of Child Maltreatment: The Limits of Role
and Fxpertise, 44 Am. Psvcuovoaist 1225 (1989).

3For a history of State and Federal efforts to prevent and treat
child abuse and neglect, see BARBARA J. NELSON, MAKING AN
Issue oF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT: POLITICAL AGENDA SET-
TING FOR SOCIAL PrROBLEMS (1984); see also PELTON, supra note
26, at 23-45 (arguing that the policy debate obscured public
understanding of the nature of child maltreatment and its
relation to poverty).

%C. Henry Kempe et al,, The Bauered Child Syndrome, 181
JAMA 17 (1962).

SPub. L. 93-247, 88 Stat. 4, codified at 42 1.8.C. §§ 5101-5106.
#8ee EMERGENCY, stipra note 4, at 15 and citations therein.

»Such a definition was not planned. Shortly after the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act was signed into law, the
lead sponsor of the bill in the Senate statcd that one of the
principal conclusions of the Subcommittee on Children and
Youth was that: a truly effective child abuse program requires a
multi-disciplinary approach. The medical legal and social rarmni-
fications of child abuse are tenibly complex. No social warker,
lawyer, ardoctor can orshould be expected 1o deal with allof these
probiems without the cooperation and assistance of various
agencies and experts in several disciplines. Walter Mondale,
Child Abuse: Issues and Answers, Pue. WELF., Winter 1993
(reprint of article originally published in Spring 1974), a1 24, 24,

Noting the influentiai testimony of Jolly K. (the founder of
Parents Anonymous), Senator Mondale and his colleagues
conctuded that a multifaceted response was needed because
“abusers tend to be...people under pressure from other prob-
lems. These may be related to alcoholism, druguse, poverty, or
marital conflict.” Jd.

Senator Mondale further lamented that state child protection
laws existing in 1974--laws providing primarily for mandated
reporting and resulting legal action--were notworking because
“they do not provide for positive programs. The focusis almost
entirely on the criminal side--on reporting of cases and pros-
ecution of abusers.” Jd

%In the Board’s 1991 report, it noted the manifestation of this
perspective atthe Federal level, where the exdstence of NCCAN,
a small agency on the social service side of the Department of
Health and Human Services, has scemed 10 result in the
underinvolvement or absence of other Federal agencies from
major activities in the field of child protection.

The Nationa! Child Abuse Coalition, an association of nearly
forty organizations in the field of child protection, recently
joined the Boardin calling upon the new President “to develop
a new federal role in protecting children and preventing child
abuse,” National Child Abuse Coalition, Child Abuse and
Neglect: A Challenge to the Nation 6 (Jan. 1993) (briefing
paper submitted tothe President). The Coalition noted specifi-
callythat: [t}he new Administration must go beyond the cument,
limited federal effort 10 address child maltreatment focused on
the National Center on Child Abuse and Negiect (NCCAN). For
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almost twenty years, the federal government’s attention has con-
centrated on a restricted approach to the issues of child abuse and
neglect, in many ways preventing the development of a major
federal antack on the problem....

We are &t a point now where we must improve upon and go
beyond the federal support and leadership possible with NCCAN.
To console ourselves with the false sense of security that NCCAN
is the final answer interferes with our resolve to mount iruly
effective measures. ...

The Clinion Administration should investigate the appropriate
roles to be played by various federalagencies, in HHS [FHealth and
Human Services] and other departments, reflecting a
muliidisciplinary responsibility that includes social services, edu-
cation, public health, mental health, developmental disabilities,
subsiance abuse, conmunity development, law enforcement,
and the judiciary, among others, working collaboratively 10 pro-
maoie the integration of senvices and coordination among the state
and localagencies they serve. There is 100 much at stake 1o ignore
such a collective process. Id. at 5-6,

®ln its 1990 report, the Board observed: A4s reports of child
maltreatment began 1o climb throughout the 1970 and 1o
skyrocket in the 19805, public officials across the nation missed
the oppontunity to make fundamental changes in the structure of
the child protection system. Instead, the governmental response
toincreased reporting was and continues o be fragmented, often
simplistic, ill-conceived, and crisis oriented. Response to abused
and neglected children and their families at all levels of govem-
ment has too often been symbolic and driven by political expedi-
ency. EMERGENCY, supra note 4, at 40.

A New National Strategy for the Protection of Children

U.S. Advisory Beard on Child Abuse and Neglect

15



ST

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

16

III. THE NEW NATIONAL STRATEGY

A. INTRODUCTION

It is time for a comprehensive new stratcgy -- for
design of a system that comports with cthical norms
about the importance of protcection of personal
intcgrity and with empirical research about the
nature and causes of child maltreatment. A prob-
lem that stems in part from broad sociceconomic
difficulties, and that has fundamental moral signifi-
cance, demands a society-wide responsc. At the
same time, a problem that is caused in part by
psychosocial factors and that creates personal dis-
tress, also requires availability of help for individual
children, parents, and families.

Discussion of the strategy proposed by the Board
begins with an outline of its general characteristics.
This is followed by a detailed elaboration of each of
the five elements of the strategy, which are:

1. Strengthening Neighborhoods

2. Reorienting the Delivery of Human
Services, Including Justice Services

3. Improving the Role of Government in
Addressing Maltreatment

4. Reorienting Societal Values that may
Contribute to Child Maltreatment

5. Strengthening and Broadening the
Knowledge Base about Child
Maltreatment

The discussion of each element concludes with a sct
ofrecommended steps for implementation. (A com-
plete list of all reccommendations appears in the
appendix.)

In addition to the material presented here, Section
VY offersasetof general principles that can be used
by policymakers, State and community planners,
program administrators, and practitioners to design

programsconsistent with the strategy proposed here.

B. CHARACTERISTICS

1. Comprehensive
As the Board uses the term, a comprehensive child
protection strategy would:

- integrate the contributions of social service, legal,
law enforcement, health, mental health, and educa-
tion professionals;

- provide for coordinated roles of (a) private child
welfare and mental health agencies, (b) civic, reli-
gious, self-help, and professional organizations, and
(c) individual volunteers;

- assure the protection of children while in each of
the relevant service systems;

*provide for coordinated roles of all levels of govern-
ment, in cooperation with the private sector, and

- ensure that adequate provision is made in the child
protection system for prevention, investigation, ad-
judication, and treatment.

2. Neighborhood-based
A neighborhood-based child protection strategy is
one in which:

- primary strategies would be focused at the level of
urban and suburban neighborhoods and rural com-
munitics;

- social and economic supports for troubled families
and children would be developed at the neighbor-
hood level, where neighborhood is defined by geo-
graphic boundarics,

- policics and systems wouldbe designedtostrengthen
the neighborhood itself by encouraging local im-
provement efforts that make the envircnment more
supportive of families and children, and
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- both formal and informal services (e.g., self-help
programs) that are based on the principle of volun-
tary help by one citizen for another would be widely
available, regardless whether access tosuch services
is determined by place of residence.

In other words, neighborhood is conceptualized in
both geographic and psychological terms.

3. Child-centered
A child-centered child protection strategy would:

-takechildren seriously, accepting them as individu-
als with their own identities;

- protect their personal integrity;
* recognize their relationships as important;

- be willing to “walk in their shoes” and appreciate
their experiences;

- give primary attention to their best interest, as
reflected in their needs and experiences;

-regard theirviews as important, and provide oppor-
tunitiesand representation as necessary for children
to be heard in matters pertaining to them (when
children are capable of such expression);

- provide developmentally and culturally appropri-
ate means for them to express themselves, and

- respond flexibly to the diversity of their cultural
backgrounds and the circumstances in which they
find themselves,

4. Family-focused

A family-focused child protection strategy is one
which recognizes the paramount importance of the
family for the development of children.®? Actions
consistent with such a strategy aim toward:

- strengthening families in general to minimize the
circumstances that may cause or precipitate child
abuse and neglect;

- supporting and enhancing family functioning in a
manner which increases the competency and self-
sufficiency of familics;

- providing intensive services to avoid the removal of
children from family environments at times of crisis,
and

- making all reasonable efforts to reunify families
when abuse or neglect has resulted in removal of a
child.

In most instances, a child-centered strategy would
imply a family-focused approach in which relation-
ships important to children are protected. The
Board recognizes, however, that there are instances
inwhich children’s safety is so compromised in their
families that those relationships must be intruded
upon or scvercd.

Acknowledging that such coercive intervention is
sometimes necessary, the Board has nonectheless
conceptualized a voluntary system of prevention
and treatment. It has done so in the belief that a
focus on the question of when coercive intervention
is justified leads to an overcmphasis on investiga-
tion.

C. ELEMENT I: STRENGTHENING
NEIGHBORHOODS

In one afterschool program in a Chicago public hous-
ing development that we visited, the children played
funeral every day for weeks. They would build a casket
with blocks and take turns lying in the casket. The
children took on roles of preacher, family members,
and mourners. They would weep and cry out for the
person who died, saying, *'Don’t take him!” Who will
bring peace to these children??

1. The Relation Between Child
Maltreatment and Neighborhood Quality
With the continuing shifts of population from inner
cities and many small towns and rural communities,
traditional sources of informal help have become
increasingly unavailable. Although this decline in
neighborliness is part of broader changes in family
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and community life, it has been hastencd by in-
creases in migration rates and the proportion of
families living in poverty. Far too many urban, rural,
and small-town neighborhoods have been drained.
Familics faced with a struggle merely to survive not
only have few material resources to share, but they
also may have exhausted their emotional resources.
When people feel that they have minimal control
over their lives, they are likely to have little motiva-
tion to sustain the community. Fear also can push
people away from each other, and the search for a
safe haven can deplete the remaining encrgy of
people facing nearly continuous grave challenges.
In neighborhoods that provide a dangerous physical
environment and that have high rates of crime,
parents face an exceptionally difficult task to keep
their children safe. Too often they do so virtually
alene.

Ifwe are tosolve the problem of child maltreatment,
it is critically important that we view it from an
environmental perspective rather than strictly as an
individual phenomenon. Research has made clear
that the rate of child maltreatment in a neighbor-
hood is inverscly related to its quality of lifc, as
defined by its residents and others in the broader
community. Neighborhoods that residents regard
as scary, bad places tolive have higher rates of child
maltreatment than do neighborhoods that residents
regard more positively, even when income levels
and cthnic composition are similar.®

Child maltreatment is part of a constellation of
social problems that escalate as a neighborhood
deteriorates. For example, rates of violence in the
streets and violence in the home are highly corre-
lated.® As the National Commission on America’s
Urban Familics recently summarized, “strong fami-
lics make strong communities,” and “strong com-
munities make strong families,”® The success of
families in rearing their children in safcty depends
not only on their own efforts but also very much on
the environment in which they live.

2. Environmental Standards

Environmentalists have developed legal procedures
and standards to preserve individual species of fish
andwildlife, Standards have been established forair
and water quality toensure the survival of those who

depend on it. If a river or lake or the air in a
metropolitan arca fails to meet environmental stan-
dards, somebody is required to take action, Govern-
ment agencies must identify the sources of pollu-
tion, prosecute illegal polluters, and develop and
implement plans to reduce the pollution, Environ-
mental impact studies are required before any ma-
jor construction project can go forward, and major
projects have been stopped completely because
they threatened the environment of a particular
species of bird or fish.

The children who live in dangerous neighborhoods
are surely no less important to the survival of our
civilization than the snail darter fish or spotted owl.
The Board believes that it is now time to ensure at
least minimally suitable environments for our fami-
lies and children. Neighborhoods should be rated
on their adequacy as environments for rearing chil-
dren. Neighborhoods in which children are at high
risk should rcceive special attention, just as the
discovery of a high level of pollution brings special
attention to a body of water.

Although this approach is obviously germanc to
declining inner-city neighborhoods,*” it is not lim-
ited to them. Consider, for example, the situation
that might occur in a small-town trailer park with a
high rate of child maltreatment. County planners
would survey the trailer park and examine social
indicators to identify the conditions that foster so
many reports. These might include poverty, high
mobility, crowded and dilapidated housing, and
absence of a safe play area. Social isolation and
disorganization might well be additional factors.
Although people in trailer parks live in close prox-
imity, they often have no instituttons that pull them
together and no structured context for interacting.
Typically, there is no organization comparable toan
urban block association that encourages people to
work together and no place for such a group to meet
if it were desired. Many of the parents arc young,
poor, mobile, and lacking in material and social
supports. Their social isolation maybe compounded
by the lack of a telephone and transportation,

In such a context, the response designed to prevent
child maltreatment might include home visits, edu-
cational programs, visits by a mobile health team,
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repairs to substandard housing, and provision of a
“community trailer” for meetings and social activi-
ties to help family members develop their social
skills. The strategy might include paying a local
residenttowork part-time asan organizer -- perhaps
in collaboration with a local civic group, church, or
community action agency -- to establish sports teams,
play-groups for small children, and clubs for par-
ents, children, and youth. Various activities could
be designed to increase parents’ practical knowi-
edge about parenting and to develop their informal
networks, in order to reduce both isclation and
stress and to increase neighbors” watchfulness for
cach other. The specificinterventions to strengthen
the trailer park community would be chosen with
close consultationand involvement of those wholive
there, and their implementation would depend on
their involvement and support as well,

3. Involving Residents

It is important to empower people by giving them
the means to define and meet their needs and
aspirations as individuals, familics, and members of
a neighborhood and community, Offering people -
- including older children and youth themselves --
respect, involvement, support, and hope can help
them to overcome the isolation and depression that
can result in child maltreatment.

Neighborhood residents should be participants in,
planners of, and, whenever possible, managers of
neighborhood services, including activities to
strengthen and improve the neighborhood environ-
ment. Children and youth need to see their parents
and other adults they know activcly participating in
neighborhood life and the decisions that affect their
families. Such an approach builds role models,
offers opportunities for direct youth participation,
and instills a sense of hope and personal control as
well as respect for and connectedness with adults.®
Those who plan and provide scrvices need to de-
velop ways to draw on the knowledge, insights, and
expertise of those who utilize their services, Failing
to doso robs consumers of their dignity and prolongs
the dependency that services attempt to end.

Hope -- a scarce commodity in many declining
neighborhoods -- grows when the people who live
there begin to unite to strengthen and improve their

community. Such a step may seem an impossible
goal in many violent, drug-ridden neighborhoods,
but there are many examples in which individuals or
groups have managed to make significant improve-
ments through patience, faith, banding together,
and persistence.” Recognizing and encouraging
such efforts is an important means of counteracting
depression and despair, qualities that are often
associated with child maltreatment and substance
abuse.

Reliance on - or development of -- neighborhood
organizations also can address other factors related
to child maltreatment. For example, the history of
international development teaches the usefulness of
pooling the talents of neighborhood residents as a
means of economic developmentand resulting dimi-
nution of poverty.™ In thatregard, needs of families
in the neighborhood -- e.g., child care; home repair
-- can be the foci for development of small busi-
nesses owned by and employing neighborhood resi-
dents,

Similarly, efforts to prevent child maltreatment fre-
quently scem to ignore the roles of fathers, stepfa-
thers, grandfathers, and other men in the safe and
healthy development of children.” Concrete pro-
grams to foster the skills and participation of adult
and adolescentmales to enhance the welfare of their
neighborhood and their own familics can serve
multiple purposesin thatregard -- strengthening the
social structure and economic well-being of the
neighborhood and the families within it, whilc in-
creasing or sustaining the involvement and respon-
sibility of fathers,” Such an emphasis assumes
particular significance when it is recognized that
much of the increase in poverty among children has
come as a result of fathers” absence and failure to
assume support for their children.™

4, Strengthening Neighborhood Institutions

A neighborhood’s institutions help to determine its
viability for children and families. It is important to
learn about the institutions and traditions that bring
people together, because these make up the me-
dium in which people develop basic social and
lcadership skills. Churches, mosques, synagogucs,
clubs, unions, civicassociations, and athleticleagues
have typically fulfilled these functions. Where no
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such institutions exist, this lack can contribute to

isolation, inadequacy, and fear of involvement with

others-- factors related tochild maltreatment, When
people have no opportunity to functionin groupsin

their own community, they may find group situa-

tions elsewhere uncomfortable and intimidating.™

Under these conditions, it can be very difficult for

parents to develop and maintain the kind of support

network that researchers and practitioners believe

is necessary to rear children successfully.

Neighborhood-based organizations can work to
improve the quality of neighborhoods in both physi-
cal and psychological terms. Such outcomes have
beenaccomplished by family resource centers, settle-
ment houses (which place great emphasis on form-
ing clubs), cultural centers, social clubs, and even
community action agencies and Head Start pro-
grams. Forchildren, 4-H clubs, Scouting, and neigh-
borhood service clubs can meet the same needs, but
gangs may arise where they fail to do so. The most
impressive and perhaps most important cfforts in
prevention of child maltreatment have been those
that link families not just with agencies but with
other families, so that they can build their own
support networks.

A key to increasing families’ connections to ¢ach
other may be accommodation to the demographic
changes that have occurred in many neighborhoods
in which social and economic trends have been
negative. The average age of the population contin-
ues to risc; that trend is especially pronounced in
econpmically declining communities.” As the birth
rate in the population as a whole has dropped,
relatively affluent and educated young adults have
migrated tosuburbs frominner-city, rural, and small-
town communitics. Accordingly, young parents in
declining neighborhoods have become increasingly
unlikely to have peers who have sufficient resources
to be available for mutual advice and support -- a
trend that exacerbates the broader social changes
diminishing social and material supports available
forfamilics. Thisis truc cvcninlowincomcncighbor-
hoods with large numbers of very young single
parents.

Given this trend, special efforts need to be made to
ensure that connections are made among those
young parents who remain. Programs focused at
developmental transitions are made to order in
that regard, For example, infant home visitation
programs could serve as a base for organizing
parents of children of the same age in clubs, groups,
or activities in which they form a “natural” support
network. So could school-based family resource
centers,

At the same time, inter-generational programs
(building, for example, from Foster Grandparents
programs) may offer means of engaging older adults
so that they are available as sources of support --
including informal education about childrearing -
- for young parents and their children. Such pro-
grams could be a feature of neighborhood family
resource centers, whatever their specific auspice,”

5. Economic Opportunity and Development
from Within

By itself, construction of a social network in a high-
risk neighborhood may not be enough to prevent
child abuse and neglect. Numerous scholars, in-
cluding some of those whose policy analyses were
commissioned by the Board,” have noted the rela-
tionship among child maltreatment, poverty, and
unemployment, especially in communities with
chronically high levels of unemployment. Cthers
have linked maltreatment to substance abuse, teen
parenthood, and other self-destructive behavior. It
is becoming apparent that many teens are growing
up in some neighborhoods with little hope of being
able to provide for a family. In such circumstances,
too many fathers find little incentive to become
husbands or to prepare adequately for the future. It
is easier and may even seem more logical to take
one’s pleasures now -- through indiscriminate sex or
abuse of alcohol and other drugs. Under these
conditions, it is very difficult to form stable famnilies,
and maltreatment is only onc of a number of nega-
tive outcomes for children. In economically de-
pressed arcas, economic development is critically
important in the prevention of child maltreatment.

It is important to mobilize resources and energy at
every level to provide opportunity and hope in
disadvantaged communitics., Every jurisdiction
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should assess its neighborhoods and work with eco-
nomic developers and business Icaders to design
local development strategies. Jobs are needed not
only for income but also to provide successful role
modcls for the young, Most of all, they are nceded
to provide the foundation for thc hope and sense of
personal control needed for formation of healthy
families.

High unemployment has become a secmingly in-
tractable problem in many poor communities, both
urban and rural. In the past, local leaders and
economic planners have attempted to attract out-
side industries that would supply many jobs and
bring inoutside investment, butthisapproach seems
less and less realistic for most communities. Any
corporation wishing to cstablish a new plant has
many options (often including options abroad) and
probably will not look favorably at a declining com-
munity. A morerealistic strategy is toencourage the
development of small businesses as that iswhere the
growth is. Furthcrmore, small businesses can more
easily be developed by local residents. For young
people who are unlikcly ever to hold the factory jobs
their fathers or mothers did, the possibility of a small
business and the independence of self-employment
may provide hope that is now lacking, Small busi-
nesses can begin as home businesses -- in which a
service or product is produced or offered directly
from one's home. This takes very little capital. but
canbe a prelude tomore intensive cconomic activity
fater. Apprenticeship or mentor relationships can
help make such a future achievable.

Economic development should empower those who
live in the community and have at least potential
ability, although they may lack opportunity and
knowledge. Focusing on economic development
within the community will make it more likely that
jobs and profits remain there --something that often
does nothappenwhen developmentinvolves bring-
ing in chain stores or plants whose top management
is located elsewhere. Locally owned credit unions,
farmers market and other community cooperative
ventures provide an alternative that keeps capital in
the community, builds local management expertise
and may attract outside dollars as well, through
tourism and supplier contracts.

In fact, economic development in depressed arcas
may require a conscious strategy by residents to use
their own funds tostrengthen their communities. In
an inner-city neighborhood in Washington, D.C,,
residents have placed their funds in the Consumers
United Group, Inc., a locally owned credit union
that invests in local housing, rather than outside-
owncdbanks thatinvest their profits clsewhere. The
result is locally controlled and improved housing as
well as better financial services. In Custer County,
ajeopardized rural area in the Nebraska Sandhills,
residents of neighboring towns have banded to-
gether to patronize each other’s businesses rather
than cheaper shopping malls in the nearest city., As
aresult, there is more economic and social opportu-
nity in their community than ifindividvals continued
to think only of their own financial interest.”

6. Housing as a Critical Factor

Besides the overall economic status of a neighbor-
hood, its physical infrastructure also may relate to
risk of child maltreatment. Relative to other fami-
lies receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Chil-
dren, families in which maltreatment (especially
neglect) occurs are more likely to live in over-
crowded, dilapidated, and underfurnished hous-
ing.® Such an association is strongest for the fami-
liesin which the most scrious maltreatment occurs.®
It is an association that probably has grown in
significance as housing affordable by young families
has become less available.?

Several factors appear to account for this link be-
tween inadequate housing and child maltrcatment®
First, parents who lack adequate housing -- or any
housing -- face an vnusually difficult task fo keep
their children safe,because the hazards of everyday
life become more frequent and more serious Nearly
twelve million children under age seven live in
homes with lead paint; three to four million have
unsafe levels of lcad in their blood.® Even more
fundamentally, homelessness is a major factor in
rates of child neglect and foster placement.®

Second, poor housing itself is a stressor that may
make coping with the demands that children pose
more difficult. Notably, when homes are over-
crowded, conflicts may escalatc faster, becausc physi-
cal confrontation may be incvitable,
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Third, housing costs account for a sufficiently large
proportion of household budgets, especially for fami-
lies in poverty, that housing policy may have a direct
effect on the level of poverty that disadvantaged
families experience and, therefore, the prevalence
of child maltreatment.®

Fourth, housing is a major marker of social status
and community integration. People living in dilapi-
dated housing may be especially prone to regard
themselves as unworthy. High levels of absentee
ownership and building vacancies may be impor-
tant factors in residents’ feelings of loss of control
and their nnwillingness to invest their energy in
caring for their neighborhood and the children
within it.

Conversely, home ownership may give residents a
sense of control and a stake in their neighborhood.
In that regard, it is intercsting to note that home
repair classes were principal attractions of the his-
toricneighborhood settlement houses® Such classes
provided opportunities for development of personal
competence in the service of students” own families
as wcll as the neighborhood as a whole.

Also, in neighborhoods where residents commonly
do not have strong local family and social tics,
people who join neighborhood improvement asso-
ciations tend to be home owners.* Accordingly,
subsidization of home ownership may help to stem
the tide of neighborhood decline, in regard to the
development of social ties and an economic base.

Fifth, regardless of the particular state of repair of
the homes in a neighborhood, housing patterns can
promote or inhibit interaction and watchfulness
among neighbors. Accordingly, housing designedin
a manner that impedes such intcraction may in-
crease social isolation and foster zones of violence.®

Inshort,inadequate housing canresult both directly
and indirectly in increased risk of child maltreat-
ment.  Conversely, careful behavioral design and
government housing subsidies may increase both
the physical and the social safety of neighborhoods
and, therefore, may diminish the risk of child mal-
treatment.

Low population density is one reason that potential
elements of broad child protection programs may
be absent in some neighborhoods. Another reason
is that some neighborhoods have become suffi-
ciently impoverished, both economically and so-
cially, that few resources of any kind are available.
In such neighborhoods, not only is there no major
industry, but there also may be no Rotary Club or
Kiwanis Club and indeed no grocery stores, banks,
and other basic amenitics. The neighborhood may
lack grassroots organizations of any sort, and indi-
vidual neighbors also may feel drained of both
emotional and economic resources that might be
shared.

The potential difficulties are obvious. The MiltonS.
Eisenhower Foundation project for community
policing, for example, showed the difficulty of effec-
tive community action in declining neighborhoods.
Requests for technical assistance {especially from
organizations thatemployed economic-development
strategies) were more frequent and persistent than
the Foundation had expected, even though a signifi-
cant proportion of the program budget (20%) was
allotted for such a purpose.®™ Development of neigh-
borhood organizations also sometimeswasimpeded
by involvement of residents who were viewed by
their neighbors as part of the problem (e.g., sus-
pected drug dealers).

The unfortunate irony of this situation is that the
neighborhoods in most nced may have the most
difficulty in implementing a neighborhood-based
child protection system. The Board belicves that
this problem usually is tractable, but that the rever-
sal of negative social momentum requires diligent
efforts toinject resources and to facilitate the devel-
opment of neighborhood leadership. The private
sector can help in that regard through economic
development strategies, for example, but Federal
and State Governments ultimately should reduce
the disparity between neighborhoods with many
resources and those with few, through need-based
funding formulae and direct assistance to neighbor-
hoods at high risk, The safety of children should not
be a function of geography; children in declining
neighborhoods are just as entitled to protection as
are their peers in neighborhoods with more re-
sources.
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Ultimately, each neighborhood will require assess-
ment to determine the impediments to helpfulness
by neighbors for one another. Similarly, eachneigh-
borhood should examine the resources within it --
for example, competencies that could be used for
economic development and sites that could be used
for child care. Perhaps mostimportant, each neigh-
borhood must gather together to express its deter-
mination to ensure the safety of the children within
it.

Although this discussion has focused onlow-income
and drained neighborhoods where problems lead-
ing to child maltreatment are likely to be especially
serious, the environmental focus should not be lim-
ited to them. People of low income are not the only
ones challenged by the complexity of family life
today. Leaders and concerned citizens throughout
the Nation should consider what can be done to
make their neighborhoods placeswhere itis easy for
families to ensure the safety of their children,

7. Recommendations

Recommendation 1

The Federal Government and private foundations
should establish a large-scale demonstration program
of Prevention Zones -- comprehensive efforts fo im-
prove the social and physical environments in declin-
ing neighborhoods with high rates of child maltreat-
ment. These model neighborhoods should be diverse
in geography, population density, and ethnicity. The
trials should be closely monitored andrigorously evalu-
ated. Principles learned should be widely disseminated
and, with such modifications as suggested by evalua-
tion studies, should lead to a large-scale national effort
within five years.®

Recommendation 2

With provision of research, consultation, training and
technical assistance by the Departments of Agriculture
and Housing and Urban Development and other
relevant Federal agencies, City and County planners
should work with interagency councils and neighbor-
hood grassroots organizations to develop a Neighbor-
hood Child Protection Plan for every neighborhood in
their jurisdiction. To that end:

« Planners should work closely with civic, business,
labor, and religious leaders, and most importantly,
neighborhood residents themselves and their leaders.

* Planners should consider public safety, municipal
services, housing, economic opportunities, health care,
family planning, education, and social and recre-
ational opportunities for children and families.

« Particular attention should be given to providing
constructive opportunities for youth to network with
each other, with positive adult role models, and to find
positive roles for themselves in their community.

+ Care should be iaken to ensure representation of ail
segments of the neighborhood (including diverse eth-
nic groups) and to facilitate the involvement of moth-
ers, fathers, grandparents, and children and youth
themselves.

» Where child abuse coordinating and prevention coun-
cils are not present, planners should assist in their
establishment and suppont.

Recommendation 3

Congress and the Administration should ensure that
recipients of Community Development Block Grants
use at least a portion of these funds in ways that will
strengthen families as a means of preventing child
abuse and neglect. Setting aside a small percentage of
such funds to plan and implement neighborhood-
based strategies for strengthening families and prevent-
ing child maltreatrent would accomplish this, par-
ticularly if the appropriation for the Block Grant
program is increased by a commensurate amount.
Analogous programs for development and implemen-
tation of neighborhood plans for protection of children
should be instituted in Federal economic development
programs (e.g., the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion) and other programs (e.g., the Bureau of Indian
Affairs; the Cooperative Extension Service; and the
Office of Rural Health Policy) that serve Tribes or rural

COrnrmunitics.
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Recommendation 4

Support should be provided for family resource centers
and similar organizations that respond to the social,
cultural, and economic needs of children and families
at the neighborhood level. Federal support should be
provided through full funding of the tille on family
resource centers in the Claude Pepper Young Ameri-
cans Act. State legislatures, foundations, private busi-
nesses, and civic, philanthropic, and religious organi-
zations should offer support, too. Whenever feasible,
State and local agencies should integrate their existing
services into such centers, which should involve active
partnerships with parents. The first priority should be
fo support centers that knit people together in neighbor-
hoods with few or declining community institutions,

Recommendation 5

The Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, analogous State, regional, and local agencies,
and philanthropic organizations should support hous-
ing programs that increase neighborhood stability by
reducing the necessity for frequent moves and facilitat-
ing inferaction among families (incheding adults’ in-
volvement with children in their neighbors’ families),
providing safe physical environments for children, and
enhancing ownership and personal investment in the
neighborhood.

Recommendation 6

Large businesses and civic and religious organizations
should “adopt” a particular high-risk neighborhood
that they make a commitment to strengthen. This
commitment must be fulfilled in collaboration with
neighborhood residents in ways that empower rather
than patronize. Implemeniation of the commitment
might involve providing financial, human, or other
resources directly to assist isolated children and fami-
lies, promoting economic and other forms of develop-
ment. It alsomight include mobilizing volunteers from
the company’s employees or the organization’s memni-
brers, prumuoting economic and other forms of develop-
ment, and support and technical assistance to neigh-
borhood leaders and institutions,

D. ELEMENT 2: REORIENTING THE
DELIVERY OF HUMAN SERVICES
INCLUDING JUSTICE SERVICES

1. Making Treatment for Maltreated
Children a Priority

Much of this report focuses on the steps that can be
taken to prevent harm to children. Howcver this
emphasis on prevention should not cause ustolose
sight of the need for effective treatment to prevent
further harm after abuse or neglect has actually
occurred,

Ina paper commissioned by the Board, David Wolfe
summarized the current state of practice in the field
of treatment related to child abuse and neglect:

Although intervention models have greatly improved
and have contributed to encouraging gains in freat-
ment outcomes, the field remains split between prom-
ising research findings, on the one hand, and the
realities of child protection and welfare, on the other
hand.... To assess any gains made over the past two
decades in treatment outcome, it is necessary to sepa-
rate what is truly “treatment” from what is actually
delivered to identified families in practice....”*

The shift in the statc of the art, if not necessarily the
state of typical practice, has been away from a “bad-
parent,” pathology-based model to “a more encom-
passing ecological modcl, with an evolving emphasis
on the importance of the parcnt-child relationship
and its context.”™ The result of this shift in the
conceptualization of the problem -- a shift stimu-
lated by increasing knowledge about the factors
causing or precipitating maltreatment -- hasbeento
place “greatcr emphasis on the importance of pro-
moting parental competence and reducing the bur-
den on families....The focus of intervention can be
shifted away from identifying misdecds of the parent
and more toward promoting an optimal balance
between the needs of the child and the abilities of the
parent,”%

Too often, though, as we have noted, “treatment” is
limited to investigation and foster care or packaged
interventions that do not correspond to the multiple
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needs of the family and that, curiously, omit the
child* At the same time, those scrvices that are
available typically are not available soon enough. In
many places, entry into CPS has become, in prac-
tice, a strange eligibility requircment for those child
welfare services that are available.

A major challenge to the field is to develop an array
of treatment services in each community so that
those familics in which child maltreatment occurs
can receive treatment suitablc for their needs and
abilities. Typically, the services that are offered, or
imposed are based on the availability of services
rather than the needs and desires of the consumer.
In the commercial world, no company could survive
ifit followed such a policy. Human service agencies
are able to do so in part because their customers
often do not pay for their services or choose them
voluntarily. Even when they do pay for them, their
choiccs arelimited by the reimbursement policies of
third-party payers.

Perhaps the most unfortunate fact about the child
protection system as it currently exists is that it
typically does little to ameliorate the harm that
maltreatmentislikely to have caused, evenwhen the
State takes custody or otherwise intervenes in the
life of a child found to be maltreated.® Typically
little is done to prevent longer-term effects that may
occur if the child is not provided treatment or to
mitigate the harm that results from State interven-
tionitself.”” Not only is trcatment seldom provided,
but there also has been far too little attention even
to how treatment might best be delivered.

Wolfe’s comprehensive review showed the scant
scientific foundation for design of treatment pro-
grams for maltreated children:

All program models that addressed the child’s needs,
and which presented adequate outcome data, were
predominantly preschool-based. The preliminary re-
sults of these programs designed to treat the victims of
abuse and neglect seem favorable in meeting some of
their intervention needs. Across studies, participants
showed improvement in social behavior, cognitive
development, self concept, and reduction in aggressive
and coercive behaviors. No mention has been made of
theapplicability of these intervention strategies to older

children and adolescents, however, and the informa-
tion is sketchy at best regarding effectiveness with
different forms of maltreatment. Even though these
child-focused treatment programs have incorporated
parent trealmeni components, no information was
provided as to the effectiveness of these programs in
meeting the needs of the parents involved. Similarly,
no mention is made of the contribution of these ap-
proaches to the improvement of family resources and
well-being. Thus, at present, child-centered interven-
tion programs have provided only limited indications
of their usefulness. The potential of these methods,
however, merits further investigation because services
Jor child victims have important implications both for
the development of the children involved as well as for
interrupting the inter-generational transmission of
child maltreatment.®

There can be no doubt about the necd for major
initiatives:

- to increase knowledge about treatment of abused
and neglected children,

- to diffuse knowledge among clinicians and agency
administrators when it becomes available,

*to expand the capacity of the mental health system
to serve abused and neglected children, and

- to integrate such services into a system of support
for maltreated children in their homes (including

foster and adoptive homes), schools, and otherneigh-

borhood institutions (e.g., Hcad Start centers; child
care programs; recreation centers; churches and
synagogues).

2. Providing Material Supports

Early child protection programs responded to child
maltreatment as primarily an intrapsychic prob-
lem, initscausation aswell asits cffects. In practice,
especially when budgets are tight, CPS agencies
(typically and ironically without the assistance of
mental health centers) often still act asif such a view
werevalid, by emphasizing psychologically oriented
programs to change parent behavior.
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Although psychological issues certainly should not
be ignored, they also should not be the exciusive
focus of prevention and treatment programs related
to child maltreatment. We have already noted the
relationship between poverty and child maltreat-
ment. Many poor parents protcct their children
admirably, evenin the most dangerous and the most
drained neighborhoods. As Leroy Pelton has ar-
gued, however, the reality remains that being poor
makes the job of childrearing much harder:

[T]he conditions of poverty, such as health and safety
hazards in the home and neighborhood, may cause
direci danger fo children, and the parents may be
blamed for not sufficiently guarding their children
from such conditions. Here, our system sets up a
double standard, in that we implicitly ask impover-
ished parents to be more diligent in their supervisory

responsibility thanmiddie-class parents, because greater

protection is required to guard children from the dan-
geraus conditions of poverty than from the relatively
safer conditions of middle-class homes and neighbor-
hoods. Yet the system offers the parents few resources
to aid in such protection. Moreover, although many
children are af risk of harm due to deprivation of such
necessities as proper nourishment, the system we have
developed promotes a tendency to resolve the question
of responsibility for such deprivation in terms of paren-
tal fault, and this “verdict” leads to individual treat-
ment o try to change parents’ behavior, rather than to
provision of needed resources. It can also lead to foster
care placement. In addition, even catastrophes befall-
ing the family as awhole, such as homelessness, can be
reinterpreted as child neglect, sometimes ironically
based on observation of psychological debilitation,
such as depression, that such circumstances may
generate. Itis fruitless, of course, and an extreme form
of “blaming the victim” to treat homeless parents as
perpetrators of child neglect.”

Because of the need to cope with what sometimes
seem to be overwhelming odds, poverty threatens
family stability. Poverty also reduces the social
resources available (not just the material ones),
because social isolation is more probable when, for
example, families lack a telephone. '™

Atroot, as we discussed in Section C(5), the answer
to this problem is probably one of economic devel-
opment. If the residents of an impoverished neigh-
borhood are torise above poverty, economic oppor-
tunities usually must increase.

In the meantime, though, it must be recognized that
there are variations in degree of poverty and inskills
of coping with poverty and that family resources
usually must increase if serious problems are to be
alleviated. Not only should economic development
occur at the neighborhood level, but material sup-
ports also should be available to the particular
families at highest risk of maltreatment. Even
intensive social services have little sustained effect if
attention is not given to families” basic needs for
income support, housing, food, clothing, jobs, and
job training.

In that regard, it is important to recognize that
cffective service design is not an “either-or” situa-
tion (i.e,, either traditional social services or mate-
rial supports). Indeed, effectiveness may depend
almost as much on hew support is provided as on
what is provided.

Concrete scrvices can serve as avenues for counsel-
ing, education, and linkage with neighborhood and
volunteer advocates; the Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren (WIC) nutrition program is an excellent ex-
ample. Economic support programs can be de-
signed to ensure that vocational counseling, job
training, and job-search counseling are included.

Onthe otherhand, social services caninclude access
to concrete services that enable clients to make use
of the skills and insights that they acquire and the
relationships thatthey establish. For example, home
visitors in Hawaii’s model program of support for
young families have a primary mission of education,
support, and monitoring, but they always bring gifts
(e.g., baby clothes), many of which have been do-
nated by local businesses, and they offer a toy lend-
ing library.
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3. Strengthening the Delivery of Family
Preservation Services

Historically, social service agencieshave been at the
center of child protection efforts, and CPS has been
at the center of such efforts within social service
agencies. By history, social service agencies should
be especially well suited to integrate counseling and
“hard,” economically oriented services. As we
emphasized in Section II(D), however, public child
welfare agencies’ work too often has been domi-
nated by investigation, and dispositional plans too
often have involved a choice between nothing and
foster care.

Professionals in the child welfare field are nearly
unanimous in their conviction that the array of
services available for prevention and treatment of
child abuse and neglect must increase. The Ameri-
can Public Welfare Association and the National
Commission on Children have adopted nearly iden-
tical recommendations for a three-tier service sys-
tem:

: Promoting child development and healthy family
functionthrough locally controlled and coordinated,
community-based family support networks that of-
fer access and referrals to a broad range of services,
including health and mental health care, education,
recreation, housing, parenting education and sup-
port, employment and training, and substance abusc
prevention and treatment....

- Assisting families and children in need in order to
strengthen and preserve familics that voluntarily
seck help before their problems become acute.
Human scrvice programs, including health and
mental health, juvenile scrvices, substance abuse
programs, education, and cconomic and social sup-
ports, must collaborate to provide prevention and
carly intervention services that offer practical solu-
tions to problerns faced by families in crisis....

- Protecting abused and neglected children through
more comprehensive child protective services, with
a strong cmphasis on efforts to keep children with
their families or to provide permanent placement
for those removed from their homes. '™

The Board welcomes the general thrust of the
APWA/National Commission approach to child
welfare reform: emphases on expansion of the
service system (especially in regard to prevention
and early intervention), implementation of more
intensive services for families in the “deep end” of
the continuum of services, and alteration of funding
streams toaccommodate suchreformed priorities!®
We also acknowledge the critical rolc that child
welfare agencies can play in the development, inte-
gration, andimplementation of preventionand treat-
ment for maltreated children and their families in
general and for particular children and families. In
thatregard, the Board renewsits general support for
child welfare reform legislation designed to imple-
ment the wider availability of services under the
auspices of the child welfare system, as recom-
mended by APWA. The Board further urges states
to utilize newly authorized fedcral funds for Family
Support and Family Preservation Services to sup-
portneighborhood based service development con-
sistent with the principles and recommendations sct
forth in this report,

4. Developing New Models of Foster Care
The child-protection-related crisis in child welfare
agencies is not limited to CPS. Amid the national
emergency in child protection, perhaps no element
of the child protectionsystem isin more trouble than
the foster care system, which secms to be on a
collision course with itself. The number of foster
childrenissteadily and dramaticallyincreasing (from
about 245,000 in 1985 to approximately 429,000 in
1991), while the number of foster homes is dwin-
dling (from about 137,000 to 100,000 in the same
period), as State social service agencies struggle just
to replace the 30,000 foster families who leave the
system each year.'® Atthe same time, the problems
that foster children bring to their new homes arc
nmore serious and complex, and they often remainin
the system for long periods of time and in a series of
homes. ™™

The difficulty of the task of foster care reform is
indicated by the fact that the problem is not neces-
sarily one of insufficient funding, at least in the
aggregate. Federal expenditurcs for foster care
have risen at a substantially fastcr rate than the
number of children in foster care,'® even as pay-
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ments to foster parents remain well under their
actual expensesin many instances,'® Moreover, the
complexity of the economic context for foster care
and for the child protcction system as a whole is
further illustrated by the fact that reimbursement
for foster parents -- regarded by almost everyone as
inadequate -- usually at lcast equals and often ex-
ceeds allotments for AFDC (aid to families with
dependent children),!?”

The foster care crisis is the product of scveral prob-
lems deeply embedded in the foster care system per
s¢ and the child protection system more broadly.
First, the foster care system, perhaps even more
than other parts of the child protection system, is
drowning in the explosive growth of identified cases
of child maltreatment.

Second, foster care also reflects the child protection
system as a whole inits definition as acomponent of
the social service system, with relatively little sup-
port from other elements of the child protection
systcm. Foster familics sometimes have lacked the
resources available from the State for biological
familics, and foster children themselves oftendonot
receive services necessary to alleviate the effects of
abuse and neglect and of separation from their
biological families. Specialized services for foster
children within mental health and education are
rarc.

Third, just as child maltreatment cases often are the
foci of investigation with minimal provision of child
welfare services, foster care often has been isolated
and neglected even within the child welfare system.
An officer of the National Foster Parents Associa-
tion (NFPA)who spoke before the Board lamented
the “attitude of many, at the federal, state and local
level[s], who regard foster care as little more thana
necessary evil and foster parents as little more than
glorificd baby sitters and moncy hungry individu-
als.”1® Consistent with that view, surveys by NFPA
and others have shown that the greatest needs of
foster parents are (1) respect from agency staff, (2)
respite care, and (3) increased reimbursement.®
Although the reimbursement problem is scrious, !
the most powerful factor in the poor retention rate
is the pereeived lack of emotional and training
support for foster parents.'™!

Fourth, these attitudinal problems and limited sup-
ports reflect considerable confusion about the pur-
pose of foster care, just as child protection policy in
general has been poorly developed. The National
Commission on Family Foster Care, acollaborative
effort of NFPA and the Child Welfare League of
America, noted that the progression from the nine-
teenth-century model of foster care as a permanent
home for orphaned and abandoned children to the
current reality of foster care as a social service for
troubled, maltreated children has occurred without
establishment of a clear goal for family foster care:

Is it a service to children and youth? [s it a service
to children, youth, and their families? Is it part of
child protective services? Is family foster care a
family preservation service -- the last resource of-
fered prior to termination of parental rights? How
does family foster care relate to adoption services?
Is it a time-limited or a lifelong service?1?

The National Commission report itself illustrates
the problem. Although the report is, overall, an
excellent blueprint for reform of the foster care
system, the Commission dealt with the problem of
the system’s mission simply by saying that the role of
foster parents ought to be defined -- without saying
what that definition should be.!?

Fifth, the lack of planning has rcsulted in a system
that has failed to adapt to extracrdinary change in
the de facto purposes of foster care and the social
and legal contextsinwhichitis provided -- just asthe
child protection system in gencral has been slow to
respond to the rapid change in not only the number
but the compilexity of the casesin the system. Asthe
Naticnal Commission on Family Foster Care ob-
served, the foster care system is built on century-old
premises that no longer are valid:

-thatchildren needing care are primarily dependent
and neglected and can be helped throughlove alone;

- that there are sufficient numbers of families with
wage-carning fathers and at-home mothers willing
and able to donate their time and money to “fix”
these children by the age of 18; and
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- that caseworkers have the time and skill to super-
vise foster home placements,

We can’tserve twentieth century children and youth
with nineteenth century assumptions. It is not sur-
prising that there is a “crisis” in family foster care. '™

Sixth, as with the child protection system as a whole,
the fostercare system has suffered from misdirection
of funds. To avoid the continuing decline in quality
of care simply because of the growing ratio of foster
children to foster parents, investment needs to occur
at the front end. Families in crisis often can be
prescrved if intensive services are delivered.

Seventh, like the child protection system as awhole,
the fostercare system has grown withlittle attention
to the experiences of children within it. Too often,
permanence for foster children has been perccived
as a dichotomy: reunification or adoption. That
conceptualization ignores the reality of children’s
relationships, in which most foster children “care
deeply about their [biological] parents™ and ex-
tended family, siblings, and foster familics also usu-
ally are important. Too often also, children’s own
voice simply is not heard, because of failure to ask
children about their experiences, a lack of effective
and continuing representation, or both.

Aswith the national emergency in the child protec-
tion systern as a whole, the foster carc crisis calls for
both immediate and long-term responses. Immedi-
ately, in order to recruit and retain foster parents
who will provide appropriate carc for abused and
neglected children whose homes of origin are too
dangerous for them to remain, a new commitment
isneededtotreat foster parents with the respect that
theydeserve. Thatcommitment should be reflected
in professionalization of family foster care:

‘adoptionof performance standards and other means
of quality assurance;!'

- provision of appropriatc training and consultation
for foster parents;

- implementation of public relations campaigns to
improve the image of foster care and to show appre-
ciation of outstanding foster parents;

- provision of respite care and day care for foster
families;

- provision of 24-hour emergency mental health,
medical, andlegal services for foster familics, as well
as ongoing supportive scrvices;

-increase in the compensation to foster parents to
reflect their actual expenses and investment of time
and expertisc;

- support for foster parent associations and peer
consultation;

- joint training of foster parents and agency staff in
their separate and joint responsibilities,

Establishment of professional norms and collegial
respect for foster parents -- the approach recom-
mended by the National Commission on Family
Foster Care -- is likely to go far toward recruitment
and retention of adequate numbers of qualified
foster parents. So too will provision of sufficient
support, including appropriate training, for care of
children with complex and often frustrating prob-
lems. So too will development of a network of
services, including intensive crisis services, that will
reduce the number of children entering foster care,
so that foster parents are not faced with an unreal-
istically difficult or even impossible task of caring for
alarge family of troubled children and youth and so
that children’s relationships are not disrupted un-
necessarily.

For the long term, though, such reforms -- although
important -- are not enough. Foster care needs tobe
conceptualized and planned as part of a constella-
tion of neighborhood-based supports for children
and families. Such an approach makes sense not
only because of the need tointegrate foster care into
the child protection system as a whole but also
because of the practical reality that changes in
family structure and job opportunities for women
arc likcly to continue to constrict the pool of indi-
viduals available for 24-hour foster care.

Withinsuch areconceptualization, foster care might
be considered as an analogue to the practice insome
cultures of extended family members or neighbors
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caring for children when families reach a point of
crisis.'” Accordingly, experimentation is needed
with partial or “open” foster care in which children
may go te a second home during after-school hours
but still live with their biological families. Similarly,
children might be in 24-hour foster care only when
their families are under unusual stress, but they and
their parents might have ongoing involvement with
foster families in the interim. Such blending of
biological and foster families may provide sufficient
support to ensure children’s safety without total
separation of children from their biological families.
It also may enable partnerships in which foster
parents serve as teachers, monitors, listeners, and
practical aides for their foster children’s biological
parents.

Experimentation is also nceded with models of

foster care that involve 24-hour care but that pre-

serve relationships within foster children’s families

of origin whenever such an approach can be under-

taken safely. Examples would be whole-family fos-

ter care'® and incentives for care of all siblingsin a

family. Inthat regard, researchis needed onkinship

care (foster carc by relatives), an option that is

becoming increasingly available,!* to determine the

circumstances under which it results in appropriate

care and sustained relationships and to identify

specialassessments and supports that maybe needed
to determine its applicability. In addition, child

welfare agency policiesrelated to kinshipcare should
be clarified through appropriate changestostatutes

and regulations.

5. Creating New Roles for the Justice System
a. Building Neighborhood Responsibility
Although even most substantiated cases of child
maltreatmentnever reach the courts inmost Stated?
the legal system looms large in the child protection
system as it is currently structured. For cxample, to
link to the preceding section, courts scrve as
gatckeepers for foster care. Through Federally
mandated post-placement reviews, courts also po-
tentially serve as monitors of foster care.

More to the general point, the real or perceived
demands of the legal system dominate profession-
als’ behavior in deciding even the intensity of ser-
vices offered to particular children and their fami-

lies. CPScaseworkers and law enforcement officers
exert much of their effort for the protection of
children in the gathering of evidence and prepara-
tion for court. Increasingly, this function is also
being performed by professionals{e.g., mental health
clinicians) who formerly had retatively unambigu-
ous roles as helpers.

When cocrcive action (whether civil, criminal, or
both} is contemplated, then it is undeniably impor-
tant to assure careful collection and preservation of
evidence (like other elements of due process). Those
functions will continue to be of importance in any
child protection system. Some homes are so unsate
thatchildrencanbe protected only through exercise
of government authority, and the behavior of some
adults who abuse or neglect children is so outra-
geous that the community understandably wishes to
express its outrage through criminal punishment.

Nonetheless, the question remains how the justice
system can play a more effective role in a new
neighborhood-based child protection system. The
justice system may play a particularly important part
in promoting neighborhood responsibility for the
safety ofchildren. For example, courtscanapplythe
authority that they already have to ensure that
children’s interests are fully considered and thatthe
accountability of the local child protection system is
assured. Courts can be leaders in protecting the
interests of groups that are vulnerable or
disempowered; surely abused and neglected chil-
dren are among them.

The use of law to promote neighborhood responsi-
bility can occur in other, less traditional ways than
formal judicial intervention. In that regard, some
other countries have developed decisionmaking
procedures that are intended to foster neighbor-
hood and family involvement in the protection of
individual children who have been abused or ne-
glected. For example, in 1989 New Zealand re-
placed its judicial dispositional hearings in child
protection cases with family group conferences.?
The confcrences, which intcgrate Western legal
norms with traditional Maori procedures for dis-
pute resolution, involve the entire “family group,”
including not only the nuclear family but also ex-
tended family and others, such as coaches, friends,
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and human service professionals who are inportant
to the family. With the assistance of a care and
protection coordinator, who convenes the meeting,
aconsensual planis reachedinnearly all cases, even
when out-of-home placement (often with an ex-
tended family member) is the result. More than
two-thirds of the plans provide for social casework
ormental health services, and three-fourths provide
for financial assistance. The family group has re-
sponsibility for implementing the plan with the su-
pervision and aid of the care and protection coordi-
nator.

A somewhat older innovation (begun in 1968) oc-
curred in Scotland, which replaced its juvenile court
with a hearings system, in which dispositional and
post-dispositional decisions are made by a panel of
volunteers (of whom there are 1,800 in a country of
five million people).'? Although there hasbeen no
evaluation of the system uvsing social science meth-
ods, the system’s proponents believe that the dispo-
sitions are better accepted thanin traditional adver-
sary proceedings because the parties had a hand in
shaping them. They also believe that the develop-
ment of a cadre of volunteers chosen in part because
of their representation of the community fosters
understanding and caring in the community as a
whole. That involvement also contributes to the
partics’ acceptance of the hearing panel’s judg-
ments.

These models have arisen in countries with a legal
and political heritage similar to that in the United
States. There may be room for their adoption, at
least with the agreement of the parties, in some
communities as alternatives to formal legal pro-
ceedings in cases in which there is consensus that
thereisa problem that needstobe corrected. Infact,
“talking circles” used by some Native American
Tribes to involve extended family members in re-
solving difficult family problems are similar in some
respects to the Native New Zealand Maori ap-
proach which has been incorporated into the New
Zcaland legal system. In any event, the experience
in New Zealand and Scotland suggests that alterna-
tive means of dispute resolution may foster greater
family and neighborhood responsibility for the safety
of children.
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Even if such substantial reforms do not occur, there
is a need for experimentation with structures and
procedures to facilitate dispute resolution and dis-
positional planning in the cases in which the risk of
harm to children is not so serious that formal court
involvement is warranted or, if the court is involved,
that progress is “stuck” because of disagreements
between caseworkers and parents or other parties
involved. Mediation shows promise in providing a
means by which parents can “own” the resulting
plans and feel less alienated from those who wishto
help them.'? When part of neighborhood pro-
grams, such programs also may decrease families’
isolation and increase the likelihood of culturally
appropriate plans that make use of natural helpers,

Virtually all commentators disapprove of alterna-
tive forms of dispute resolution in child protection
cases in which there is clear risk of serious harm to
children. However, that principle still leaves a large
proportion of cases in which an alternative to tradi-
tional cocrcive court-bascd approaches may be ap-
propriate. In particular, creative structures and
procedures may be especially useful in stimulating
parcnt participation and ncighborhood involvement
in development of workable plans in many of the
cases of multi-problem families in which child ne-
glect (such as failure of adequate parental supervi-
sion) is suspected or substantiated. Such an ap-
proachis consistent with the Board’s preference for
easily accessible voluntary help whenever possible.

b. Expanding the Role of I.aw Enforcement
Although they are especially central, courts are not
the only justice-system entities of concern in devel-
opment of a national strategy for the protection of
children. Law enforcement agencies have obvious
roles in investigation of cases of child maltreatment
(at least when criminal charges are contemplated),
assurance of safety of children in emergency situa-
tions, and apprehension of defendants accused of
criminal childabuse. Consistent, though, with trends
in the field of law enforcement, police officers and
sheriffs may have much broader roles to play inthe
development of neighbors’ support for each other
and their watchfulness for children in the neighbor-
hood. On their beats, law enforcement officers are
in a position to become allies of children and fami-
lies, to observe when something is amiss, and to
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enlist neighborhood resources in such instances.
Law enforcement can work with housing and social
services agencies and community organizations to
assist residents to “take back their neighborhoods”
and to build safe environments conducive to family
welfare,

Inthatregard, virtually all over the developed world,
leaders in law enforcement have been drawn in
recentycars to the concept of community policing ***
Some of the most successful programs have relicd in
part on home visits by police officers. Othcrs have
used neighborhood mini-stations -- sometimes in
ways that mirmicked historic settlement houses. Such
centers in Scandinavia, for cxample, have been
described as “especially attractive, warmly furnished,
inviting places, where neighborhood residents talk
to police about a varicty of problcms -- such as a
husband’s excessive drinking or a child’s failurc to
mcet school obligations -- that may not bear on
crime.”'®

Perhaps the best known examples of community
policing are Neighborhood Watch programs, Such
programs have had limited success in mecting their
primary goal of crime rcduction, but they have
shown promise in increasing neighborhood cohe-
siveness and diminishing fear'®-- responses thatare
consistent with safer environments for children.

Forexample, the Milton S, Eisenhower Foundation’s
demonstration program for community-based or-
ganizations to reduce crime in high-crime, inner-
city neighborhoods failed to achieve the program’s
ultimate goal, but the organizations attracted rela-
tively high levels of participation (about one in five
adult residents), reduced fear of ¢rime, and in-
crcased sensitivity to problems ofyouthin the neigh-
borhood.'? The positive effects of the Eisenhower
Foundation program were greatest when the orga-
nizations did not focus their efforts on youth prob-
lems per sc¢ but instead emphasized community
organizing (e.g., block clubs) with regular opportu-
nities for citizen involvement. Success in building
community cchesivencss also was more likely to
occur when groups did not focus on crime per sc but
instead decalt with the most pressing social needs as
the residents themselves perceived them: finding a

new use for a vacant school building, provision of
tutoring for schoolchildren, or development of pro-
grams to stimulate youth jobs.

The Eisenhower Foundation’s own summary of its
community development projects suggests the need
to go beyond Neighborhood Watch programs to
more extensive involvement of police and other
agencies in supporting ncighborhood development:

JCJonventional community crime prevention tactics
[fail to] pay sufficient attention to domestic violence.
Domestic violence and child abuse are woven like a red
thread through many low-income urban communi-
ties; they are a critical part of the community’s crime
problem, and one that is especially troubling because
of its potential to generate further violence in the future
as children in violent and abusive families grow up.
Like drug use and drug dealing, an effective commu-
nily response to violence in the family must, in our
experience, address the social fabric of inner-city com-
munities and the frustration and anger that result from
blocked economic opportunity.'®

As the Eiscnhower Foundation continucd, citizen
patrols “can hclp support a broader strategy of
youth empowerment and economic developmentin
disadvantaged communities.”'® Building from the
lessons learned in its recent projects, the
Foundation’s current projects adopt several strate-
gics that, although focused oncrime prevention, are
also relevant to neighborhood development for the
purposc of child protection (as the Foundation itself
has recognized):

- Employ or mentor high-risk youth with sufficient
extended-family-likce discipline and social support (in-
cluding remedial education) 1o rediice crime and drug
abuse while they increase school completion and fu-
ture employability;

- Empower inner-city neighborhood nonprofit groups
lo operate the programs, organize local residents,
integrate crime prevention with economic develop-
ment, bring in creative support from the police and link
up with schools;
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' Develop financial self-sufficiency in order to ensure
that program activities can continue.'®

¢c._Avoiding Undue Emphasis on
Investigation

The discussion of the place of the justice system in
the broader child protection system has focused
thus far the functions and form of the justice system
itself, as it is applied to both dispute resolution and
law enforcement. Consideration needs to be given,
though, to reform not only of the justice system but
also the law.™

The dc facto definition of child protection as limited
to CPS and, implicitly, the legal apparatus that
provides its authority has resulted from an assump-
tion that every case is potentially a case for coercive
intervention, From the time that a call is heard,
caseworkers typically must act as if they are gather-
ing evidence for a legal proceeding even when the
allegation is such that there is little if any chance that
the case will ever proceed to court, !

As we discussed in Section (D), this emphasis on
investigation has served in two ways to undermine
the purported goal of child protection, First, al-
though there are impressive exceptions (such as the
child protection system in Henncpin County, Min-
nesota), the focus on investigation too often so
absorbs child welfare agencies that no one has time
tobe of much help to the families reported. Second,
the emphasis on investigation has created such in-
tractable role conflicts that families may be deterred
from accepting the help that is available.

Involvement in the legal process does carry some
risks for children whose cases do progress through
the courts, especially the criminal courts.’®  Al-
though harm is not inevitable,'® the reality remains
that, even for those cases where court involvement
does occur, participation in the legal process is
sometimes incompatible with the goal of child pro-
tection.

Given these facts, if the child protection system is to
move from its current misplaced emphasis, the
grounds for coercive legal intervention with families
may need to be narrowed, Caseworkers need to be
able to take calls and proceed in many cases simply

to pose the question, “What can we do to kelp?” In
that regard, the primary question is not whether law
enforcement officers, CPS caseworkers, or both
should perform investigations -- or, for that matter,
who should offer help,** Rather, the needisto limit
the range of cases in which the primary response is
to gather evidence against parents -- to the degree
thatthisis possible without jeopardizing the safety of
the child.

At the same time, the Board believes that there are
circumstances under which legal intervention is
justified and desirable:

- when danger to the child is so extreme that it is
simply not safe for the actual or would be offender
to have access to the child;

- when the probability of cffective intervention to
prevent the recurrence of child abuse or neglect is
greater if the “hammer” of the court is available;

- when the behavior of the offender is so wrongful
that society must exact retribution.t*

Development of policy based onthe first two grounds
is hampered for the immediate future by the lack of
rescarch, The empirical foundation for risk assess-
ment remains scant,!* Knowledge about the effec-
tiveness of court-ordered interventions is limited;
the research that is available has obtained mixed
findings in regard to the question of when, if ever,
coercion facilitates treatment.™® Knowledge alsois
limited about the ways that judges and the various
officers of the court could act to enhance whatever
therapeutic effects court involvement docs have,
although essays on the new therapeutic jurispruo-
dence have raised some provocative hypotheses,™
Research alsois minimal on the question whethera
change in standards for reporting and investigation
would actually result in a change in behavior of
mandated reporters or CPS agencics so that volun-
tary services would become more easily available
and that the proportion of time spent on investiga-
tion would decrease.’®
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d. Making the Legal Process Child-Centered
Regardless of the specific legal forum in which child
protection matters are considered, questions re-
main about whether the process is child-centered.,
Asaresult, Congress and the State legislatures have
enacted many statutes to prevent harm to children
during the legal process.'! Too often, though, such
laws have been enacted with little consideration of
the meaning of various procedures to the child.

Moreover, statutory reforms commonly have fo-
cused on trial procedure. Much less attention has
been given to the child’s experience of the legal
process as a whole, Similarly, some consideration
has been given to avoidance of long-tcrm harm to
children, but little study has taken place of ways that
children can be involved so that they believe that
justice was done and that they had their say.'*?

Unfortunately, the norm in many communities is
that children are more objects than participants in
child protection proceedings, so that they may not
even be given feedback about the progress of the
cases in which they are involved or explanations
about the nature of the proccedings and the nature
and reasons for the decisions reached in them.
Often guardians ad litem arc not appointed or, if
they are, they fail to undertake even the most basic
preparation -- i.e., talking with their child clients,'*

Systematic efforts to ensure that children’s interests
arc at the center at least of civil (juvenile or family
court) proceedings show that special systems for
ensuring that consideration of children’s interests is
careful can work. In a demonstration project in
Genesec County, Michigan, lawyers, law students,
and volunteers with special training all performed
better as advocates for children in child protection
cases than did the average lawyer appointed to such
cases.** The specially trained advocates were more
likely to be actively involved in development and
implementation of scrvice plans, with the rcsults
that (1) court processing time decreased and orders
were more detailed, regardless whether the child
cntered foster care, and (2) both dismissals and
orders for state custody decreased.

Similarly, a study of advocacy for children in child
protection cases in nine counties across the United
States found lay volunteers (Court-Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates; CASAs'®) and staff attorneys to
provide more intensive and stable representation
for children than did court-appointed private attor-
neys.'® CASAs were particularly effective in facili-
tation of services for children.

Although these studies provide promising direc-
tions for program development, research is needed
to provide the information that attorneys and lay
advocates can use to help to ensure that the legal
process comports with children’s dignity.!¥ The
model programs for representation of children also
should be applied more broadly, perhaps through
the efforts of State and local bar associations and
affiliated groups.'*

¢. Reforming the State Courts

Almost by definition, abused and neglected chil-
dren are a vulnerable population. Those who are
entrusted with their care have been unable or unwill-
ing to provide them with protection from harm,
Sometimes this behavior is fully culpable. Sexual
abuse involves the exploitation of children for one’s
own gratification, necd for control or sense of inad-
equacy. Physical abuse requires the use of force
against children in ways that adults know or should
know not only can cause bodily harm but that may
also leave deeper and more lasting psychological
scars. Atother times, the maltreatment of children
(especially in cases of neglect) derives more from a
coinbination of alack of resources and the caretaker’s
own inadequacy and feelings of being over-
whelmed.!*

Whatever the motive or cause for child maltreat-
ment, however, it surely represents a breach at least
temporarily of the expectation that parents and
other caretakers for children are dependable guard-
ians of the children’s interests. Such an assumption
is even more problematic for children removed
from their parents’ custody, whose legal guardians,
who are often State social workers, may be charged
with the care of many children, some of whom they
rarely even see.”® The guardians themselves (how-
ever motivated they may be) often have notbeen in
the position long enough to know their wards’ inter-
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ests'™ and, in any event, may hold jobs that some-
times place them in conflicts with their wards’ inter-
ests as individuals,’*?

In such a context, there can be little doubt that a
childcentered policy requires effective ongoing
advocacy for abused and neglected children. Such
a requirement emanates not only from the need to
protect the interests of vulnerable children, but also
from the right of all children -- as people worthy of
respect -- to be heard about matters that pertain to
thcm.ISJ

Unfortunately, though, there is widespread acknowl-
edgment that the quality of advocacy on behalf of
abused and neglected children often has been poor
or even nonexistent. This problem was illustrated,
for example, by the examination by several national
legal and child welfare organizations of the level of
fulfillment of the requirement in the Adoption As-
sistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980 that regular
1eviews are held to determine whether State agen-
cies have undertaken reasonable efforts to preserve
or reunify families of State wards.”® The national
organizations concluded that advocacy for State
wards often is sorely lacking but that, if taken seri-
ously, itcould help to ensure not only that individual
children are notcaughtin “foster care drift” but also
that the child protection system is made more re-
sponsive:

Many juvenile and family court judges remain un-
aware of their obligation to determine if reasonable
efforts to preserve families were made. Other judges
routinely “rubber stamp” assertions by social service
agencies that reasonable efforts to preserve families
were provided.

Similarly, many child welfare workers are unaware of
their own obligations and unsure of the nature and
extent of services that should be provided, Many feel
abandoned by the judiciary and legislature and left to
care for an ever-increasing population without ad-
equate support and resources. Many feel that they are
scapegoated for the entire government’s failure to deal
effectively with children and families in crisis.

Attorneys for children and parents are often at a loss
about the services to which their children are entitled
and how they can most effectively secure those services
through agencies and the courts.

When judges fail to ensure sthat reasonable efforts are
made, when agency personnelfail to provide necessary
services, when attorneys fail in their obligations to their
clients, families and society pay the bill. Not only are
parents and children denied a real chance to “make it
work”” but taxpayers must bear the expense of unnec-
essary foster care placements.

The reasonable efforts requirement need not be a
burden on judges, agency personnel, and attorneys. It
can be an opportunity for effective advocacy for chil-
dren andtheir families, an occasion foropen examina-
tion of community options and a tool for sensible fiscal
policyinwhich scarce funds are spenton the most cost-
effective and appropriate services.'>

The justice system can play important roles in pro-
viding a voice for individual abused and neglected
children and exercising community lcadership, in-
cluding oversight over administrative agencics, in
cnsuring the accountability of the child protection
system, Although the State juvenile and family courts
often have failed to fulfill their responsibility in this
regard, they already have such roles in law pursuant
to the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act
and many Statc juvenile codes.!>

Increasingly, the judiciary itsclf has recognized the
need forjuvenile and family courtjudges tobe active
in fostering the development of the service system,
building a sense of responsibility in the community,
evaluating the performance of administrative agen-
cies, and requiring reliable, zealous advocacy by
attorneys and guardians ad litem for children in-
volved in child protection proceedings, including
post-dispositional reviews.>’

The Board belicves that in many parts of the country
the range of cases potentially brought before the
juvenile and family courts should be narrowed, but
that provision, including necessary fiscal and human
resources, ¥ should be made available for the courts
to exercise their lcadership and oversight roles with
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duc care and intensity.’® In other words, many
courts should be involved with a narrower range of
child protection cases,’® but they should exercise
closer oversight in those cases that do come before
them than has been typical, especially in the dispo-
sitional and post-dispositional stages.

Courts should use their case reviews as means of
monitoring the child protection system. as a whole,
and they also should regularly examine systematic
dataaboutthe progress of children under the court’s
jurisdiction and the responsivencss of particular
clements of the service system. Courts also should
usc their moral and legal authority to develop com-
munity responsibility through neighborhood meet-
ings, support for neighborhood leaders, and cre-
ative dispositional plans that build on the support
available from natural helpers, volunteers, and ex-
tended familics.

Such a model assumes the availability of dedicated
and skilled representatives of maltreated children,
both individually and as a class. Such representa-
tives (ideally, attorneys in combination with volun-
teers, such as CASAs, or paraprofessionals) should
be continuously accessible to and by their child
clicnts, Attorneys for children also should have
standing to bring actions on their clients” behalf
(e.g., tofilc fortermination of parental rights) and to
appcal decisions to higher courts,

f. Reforming the Federal Courts

The Federal courts also have arole toplay. Noright
can be more fundamental than the right to personal
security.'! Unfortunately, however, intheDeShaney
case, the Supreme Court has construed this right so
narrowly that itis not implicated even in thosc cases
inwhich CPS agencies become involved butinwhich
custody is not transferred to the State.®? Similarly,
the Court subsequently denied children’s access to
the Federal courts to ensure compliance with the
Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act --even
when the “reasonable effort” being demanded is
simply appointment of a cascworker!'é

Justice Blackmun’s eloguent, passionate dissent in
DeShaney is worth reading and re-reading, because
it shows an exemplary appreciation of the stakes
involved in recognition of responsibility for the
protection of children:

Today, [in holding that no liability for violation of civil
rights occurs when a child known to CPS is not
protected, | the Court purports to be the dispassionate
oracle of the law, unmoved by “natural sympathy.”
But, in this pretense, the Court itself retreats inio a
sterile formalism which prevents it from recognizing
either the facts of the case before it or the legal norms
that should apply to those facts....

Like the antebellum judges who denied relief to fugitive
slaves, the Court today claims that its decision, how-
ever harsh, is compelled by existing legal doctrine. On
the contrary, the question presented by this case is an
openone, and our Fourteenth Amendment precedents
may be read more broadly or narrowly depending upon
how one chooses to read them. Faced with the choice,
I would adopt a “sympathetic” reading, one which
comports with dictates of fundamental justice and
recognizes that compassion need not be exiled fromthe
province of judging....

Poor Joshua! Victim of repeated attacks by an irre-
sponsible, bullying, cowardly, and intemperate father,
and abandoned by respondents [State officials] who
placed him in a dangerouspredicament and who knew
or learned what was going on, and yet did essentially
nothing except, as the Court revealingly observes, “du-
tifully recorded these incidents in {their] files.” It isa
sad commentary upon American life, and constitu-
tional principles -- so full of patriotic fervor and proud
proclamations about “liberty and justice for all,” that
this child, Joshua DeShaney, now is assigned to live out
the remainder of his life profoundly retarded.®

Tragically, “child protection” too often is confused
with investigation and the “dutiful recording” of
incidents in files. By itself, access to the Federal
courts will not resolve this fundamental problem, It
may not cven lead to significant change in the
specific system atissue in any particularcase. None-
theless, if Congress acts to overturn the Supreme

~—— 1.8, Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect




Al

Court decisions denying children access to the Fed-
eral courts to ensure that their right to protection is
vindicated,'® such action will signal the seriousness
ofthe rightsinvolved, and it will provide a vehicle for
change in perceptions and motivation of the public
and the professions about what needs to be done to
build a child-centered child protection system.'%

g. Improving System Accountability on
Behalf of Maltreated Children

Of course, advocacy need not and indeed should not
be limited to the courts. Other structures may be
better suited to provision of ongoing opportunities
for advocacy of children’s wishes and interests and
for oversight of State, County, and community pro-
grams. In that regard, the Board is pleased to note
thatinitslastsessionCongress provided the Depart-
ment of Justice with authority to provide chatlenge
grants to States that develop ombudsman programs
for children in out-of-home care.'” Such programs
have the potential not only to offer a direct voice for
children to express their concerns but also to pre-
vent, uncover, and remediate institutional abuses.

Although funding tofulfill the Congressional autho-
rization for support to States for ombudsmen for
childrenin out-of-home care would be animportant
first step, the Board encourages States to expand
such programs to provide advocacy and monitoring
onbehalf of all children, not just those in out-of-home
care. Experience abroad suggests that ombudsmen for
children can provide them with a sense of empower-
ment and that such specialized ombudsmen can stimu-
late attention by policymakers and the general public
to conditions that endanger children.'®

Beyond the formal structures for advocacy that
government may provide or support for children
who havc been maltreated or who are at risk of
maltreatment, private organizations also can play
an important role. Through Child Watch and Kids
Count programs and other citizen surveys and re-
views of agencies in the child protection system
(such as those sponsored by the Children’s Defense
Fund, the Junior Leaguc, the Annie E. Casey Foun-
dation, and other private advocacy groups and foun-
dations), voluntecrs can indicate collective respon-
sibility and concern for the protection of children.
Through citizen oversight and monitoring of local

courts, volunteers alsocan substantially increase the
accountability of the juvenile and family courts and
the various associated service systems. Also, profes-
sional associations can assist in the establishment of
standards that minimize the likelihood of child mal-
treatment, and they can conduct periodic reviews of
facilities to determine their compliance with such
standards.

Indeed, regardless whether maltreatment occursin
families, community facilities (e.g., schools and day
care centers), or out-of-home care, closure to public
scrutiny may be a necessary condition for its occur-
rence and recurrence.’®® Experimentationis needed
with diverse regulatory strategies that may focus
public or professional attention on the quality of
care in facilities and programs (both residential,
including family foster care, and non-residential)
for children:

- standards and procedures for licensing that focus
on guality assurance and that provide guarantees of
safety that go beyond the safety of the physical
environment;

»structures and procedures for investigation of com-
plaints of child maltreatment in out-of-home sct-
tings (including community facilities});

- structures and procedures for identification of
conditions that may escalate into abuse or neglectin
community facilitics;

-standards for unacceptable practices (e.g., psycho-
logical abuse) in facilitics that are broader than
those applied to families; and

« statutes and regulations providing protection for
staff who “blow the whistie” on deviations from
established standards for care of children in facili-
ties.!™

Keeping in mind the central theme of taking chil-
dren seriously, regulators should not overlook the
need to ask children themselves about their experi-
ences in various facilities. Administrators at Boys
Town have reported an exemplary approach tosuch
inquiries,'” Rescarchers conduct regular audits
designed in part to uncover questionable caregiver
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behavior, regardless of whether it fits legal defini-
tions of abuse and neglect. All residents are inter-
viewed periodically about staff behavior. Five hun-
dred children are interviewed cach year; such con-
fidential interviews elicit an average of eighteen
claims of impropriety, of which sixty percent are at
least partially substantiated. The interviewsare part
of a much broader program of quality assurance,
including staff performance evaluations based on
child outcomes, and related training and supervi-
sion of staff.

Even in confidential interviews, though, children
may be reluctant to reveal misconduct of staff who
are involved in their supervision and care. Accord-
ingly, exit interviews when children leave care and
retrospective surveys of former foster children and
institutional residents may provide additional infor-
mation about circumstances associated with out-of-
home abuse or neglect.'”

Federal agencies that directly or indirectly support
residential and non-residential programs for chil-
dren could do much to promote the safety of chil-
dren outside their homes by sponsoring or conduct-
ing studies of the effectiveness of various regulatory
strategies and diffusing such information among the
States and the various professional associations.
Althoughevidence aboutthe level of risk tochildren
in various types of facilitics and programs has been
accumulating,'? rescarch on means of prevention of
institutional child maltreatment is virtually nonex-
istent. In that regard, experience with licensing of
day care programs gives reason to believe that
increased regulation of the social aspects of care
(apart from assurance of the safety of the physical
environment) may improve the quality and safety of
children’s care.!™ QOn the other hand, studies of
professional licensure more generally have pro-
vided little evidence that it promotes the quality of
services.”” Otherbodies of research, such as studies
of professionals’ (non)compliance with reporting
laws," also may suggest hypotheses about the effec-
tiveness of various regulatory strategies in various
contexts.

Federal agencies also should develop and evaluate
standards for their own care of children in order to
prevent maltreatment of children under Federal

jurisdiction.!” Although such care has not always
been exemplary,’™ Federal agencies are in positions
to develop model programs for prevention of insti-
tutional abuse and neglect of children in communi-
ties of diverse ethnicity. Programs implemented
and evaluated as a result of such efforts, when
combined with the results of research comparing
the effectiveness of various State models, would go
far toward the development of a system to prevent
maltreatment of children in out-of-home settings.

6. Recommendations

Recommendation 7

Child protection programs at all levels should place
increased emphasis on preventing child abuse and
neglect and providing treatment for those involved.
The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, which
requires investigatory mechanisms but does not ex-
presslyrequire prevention and treatment as a condition
of State grants, should be amended to mandate all
ihree.

Recornmendation 8

Federal, State, and County Governments should take
all steps necessary to ensure that effective mental
health treatment is available and accessible to abused
and neglected children and their families. Care should
be taken 1o ensure that such coverage isincludedin any
new national health care program.

(Specific options for fulfilling this recommendation
can be found in Creating CARING COMMUNITIES,
supra note 7, at Recommendation D-3a.)

Recommendation 9

The Secretary of Health and Human Services should
direci the National Institute of Mental Health and the
Center for Mental Health Services to undertake a
major initiative to generate knowledge about effective
treatment and related service systems for abused and
neglect children and to disseminate such information
to menial health programs throughout the Nation.
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Recommendation 10

Consistent with recommendations of the National
Commission on Children, support should be provided
forexperimentation with various strategies for increas-
ing income support for impoverished families. In the
short term, support should be provided for testing the
effect of providing flexible, individualized, material
supports in ways that encourage self-sufficiency for
impoverished families at high risk.

Recommendation 11

With support by the Children’s Bureau for testing and
dissemination of effective models for recruitment and
retention of foster parents of diverse ethnicity, States
should take all steps necessary toprofessionalize family
foster care. States should provide commensurate
quality assurance, training, consultation, support ser-
vices, payment, involvement in decision making, and
recognition for foster parents.

Recommendation 12

The Secretary of Health and Human Services should
direct the Children’s Bureau, in collaboration with
other relevant Federal agencies (e.g., health, mental
health, and justice programs), to support research
demonstration projects on alternative models of foster
care. Such models (including kinship care, open
adoption, whole-family foster care, and partial foster
care) should involve accommodations to conterpo-
rarysocial realities and should fit into a broader system
of neighborhood-based support for troubled families
and for children who have been maltreated or who are
at high risk of abuse and neglect.

Recommendation 13

The various agencies in the child protection system
should give due respect to children’s right to a family
environment, asdefinedin the UN. Conventionon the
Rights of the Child. Special efforts should be made to
avold separating children from their families unneces-
sarily. If a child is placed in out-of-home care, special
care should be taken, consistent with the child’s safety,
to maintain relationships the child regards as impor-
tant sources of support. These may include biological
parents and siblings, foster parents, adoptive families,
or unrelated adulls such as schoolfeachers.

U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect

Recommendation 14

The Secretary of Health and Human Services and the
Attomey General should encourage experimentation
with alternatives for permanency, including kinship
care, guardianship, and long-term foster care, that do
not require returning foster children to unsafe homes
but that maintain relationships important to them.

Recommendation 15

Congress should amend the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act to permit the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to issue waiversto allow States to
experiment with new standards for investigative re-
sponses fo cases of suspected child maltreatiment. The
Secretary should direct the National Center on Child
Abuse and Neglect or the National Institute of Mental
Health, in collaboration with the Office of Justice
Programs, to evaluate the effects of these experimental
efforts. To the extent that changes prove successful,
they should be incorporated into new standards for
reporting and responding to cases of suspected child
maltreatment.

Recommendation 16

State and Tribal courts and legislatures should seek io

develop alternative means of dispute resolution in

cases related to child protection sothat the process may
stimulate or enhance family and neighborhood re-

sponsibility. The Attorney General should direct rel-

evant units of the Office of Justice Programs, in consul-

tation with the National Center on Child Abuse and
Neglect, to support evaluation of such innovations.

Resultsshould be disseminated, especially among State
and Tribal legislators, judges, and justice system ad-
ministrators. Whenever appropriate, experimentation

should be coordinated with work by multidisciplinary
task forces established by Children’s Justice Act grant-
ees.

Recommendation 17

The Attorney General should direct the Office of
lustice Programs to support research and demonstra-
tion programs to increase understanding of the way
that children experience the legal process, and to find
ways fo increase their satisfaction with it. The goal
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should be to make children “partners in the pursuit of
justice.” Siate and local bar associations should use
this knowiedge to enhance the training of attorneys and
lay advocates who represent children in child protec-
tion proceedings.

Recommendation 18

State and Tribal legislatures should ensure that chil-
dren have legal standing to file actions or appeal
decisions, including dispositional orders, in matters
pertaining to their protection and care. Congress
should act to provide children with access to Federal
courts to remediate any failure by States to exercise
reasonable efforts to protect children from harm and
to promote stability in their lives.

Recommendation 19

In collaboration with the President of the Legal Ser-
vices Corporation and relevant associations of lawyers
and judges, the Atiorney General should provide re-
search, training, and financial support (o improve the
quality of representation of children in civil child
protection proceedings. Such efforts should include
development and dissemination of model court rules
and standards of practice to guide attorneys and guard-
ians ad litem in their work.

Recommendation 20

With appropriation of necessary funds, Congress shouid
requiire the States to establish an office of ombudsman
for children, especially those in out-of-home care, asa
condition of receiving funds under Title IV-E of the
Sacial Security Act. State legislatures should ensure
that ombudsmen have full access to children in out-of-
home care and other public programs and facilities
and that children have access to the ombudsmen.
Legislatures also should ensure that ombudsmen have
the independence necessary to represent children’s
interests effectively.

Recommendation 21

Federal agencies that directly or indirectly support
facilities providing out-of-home care forchildren should
collaborate in gathering and disseminating knowledge
about good practice, regulation, and other mecha-

nisms that effectively prevent child maltreatment in
these faciiities. These agencies, including the Depart-
menis of Education, Justice, and Health and Human
Services, should then collaborate in develaping, imple-
menting, and evaluating standards and procedures to
prevent institutional child maltreatment.

E.ELEMENT 3: IMPROVING THE ROLE
OF GOVERNMENT IN ADDRESSING
CHILD MALTREATMENT

1. The Need for Leadership

In order to protect its children, the Nation must
change in ways that are both broad and profound.
When reform is necded in so many sectors of soct-
cty, the task cannot be limited in totality or even in
large part to a single agency, scctor, or level of
government. Indeed, as this report elaborates, the
child protection system™™ might be best conceptualized
as society as a whole.!® Everyone has the opportu-
nify and theresponsibilify to assist in the protection
of children from harm. The protection of children
goes beyond the social service office, the police
station, the courtroom, and the foster home, Child
protection should become a part of everyday life so
that every place where children are is a safe haven.

There can be disagreement about the limits of the
responsibility of government and society as a whole
to enhance the development of children. Everyone
must agree, though, that children have a right, ata
minimum, to protection of their personal security.
That premise implies building a society in which the
social and physical environments are so safe that
they “demand” the protection of children. Sadly,
however, the child protection system now has so
many holcs that often little guarantee of protection
from continuing serious harm can be given even to
those children whom the State has recognized as
already abused or neglected -- sometimes even to
those childrenwhom the State has takenintoits own
care,

A firm commitment should be made to adopt a
National Child Protection Policy (see Appendix B)
that would provide a framework for coherent and
comprehensive government action to protect chil-
dren from abuse and neglect. In particular, a focus
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on child protection should be adopted in the range
of Federal agencies concerned with children and
families. When the Federal Government itsclf has
jurisdiction, child protection programs should be
exemplary. Morebroadly, the Federal Government
should establish a goal of facilitation of community
efforts to protect children.

Such action by Federal leadcrs is critical. As the
Board noted in 1991, “Federal action alone is insuf-
ficient for the social transformation thatis necessary
for the protection of children, [but] it is also clear
that such fundamental change cannot occur on a
national scale without a reformation of Federal
policy. Indeed, it is clear that community change -
- even more basically, comprehensive services for
individual maltreated children and their families --
will remain difficult to accomplish without Federal
reform.”¥

Federal leadership is needed for rescarch, training,
and program development. The Federal Govern-
ment also is active in financial support, and care
must be exercised to ensurc that funding is consis-
tent with the proposed National Child Protection
Policy.

2. The Need for Change in Financing

The kinds of change that the Board is advocating are
hampered by inefficiency in the ways that funds
currently are allocated. Leroy Pelton has made the
point well:

..JOJur child protection system, due (o its current
orientation and structure, is incapable of providing
much in the way of preventive and supportive services.
More funding, it is true, is needed for such services, but
limited funding has not been the only problem. The
system has actually grown over each of the past two
decades, with billions of federal, state and local doliars
now flowing into foster care each year, and staffs
having increased. Having started with an inappropri-
ate origntation, the system’s budget is tied up in inves-
tigation and foster care, with little left for services. But
then, due to lack of services, children are placed in
fostercare, and a vicious cycle is generated, since more
money is then needed for foster care. Within this
system, we never do get to a point at which much

money for services can be wrested from the sizable grip
that investigation and foster care functions have on the
budges.'®

The problems with the financing system are of four
types. First, as the preceding quote illustrates, the
financing system offers substantial incentives for
use of out-of-home placement without parallel in-
centives for provision of prevention services, early
intervention,and intensive crisisinterventionWhen
the Federal Government provides billions of dollars
in reimbursement for foster care (under Title IV-E
of the Social Security Act) but provides only a few
million dollars a year for the whole country for
community programs intended to prevent child
maltreatment, the messagce is obvious for State and
County program administrators, especially ina time
of increasing fiscal strain on State and County Gov-
ernments. A similar message comes to health and
mental health administrators who find that payers
favor treatment over prevention and residential
treatment over traditional outpatient treatment,
and that payers favor home- and school-based ser-
vices gven less.

Although most conscientious administrators en-
deavor to provide the most appropriate services for
each child and family, the desire to do so can result
in serious conflicts in tight fiscal times like those
currently being experienced in many parts of the
country. The present system not only provides
perverse incentives in this context, but it also inevi-
tably funnels much administrative time into figuring
out how to get the most reimbursement from the
Federal Government. Unfortunately, this cndeavor
distracts from the more important question of what
is best for children and families,

A recent additional example of misordered incen-
tives came with the 1992 amendments to the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act.'® In those
amendments, Congress required States to spend
85% oftheir Federal formula grant for child protec-
tion on CPS improvement. Although the Board
believes that funds for such efforts ultimately should
be made available, CPSimprovement should not be
the first priority for use of limited Federal support.
Congress should amend CAPTA so that States are
not only free but indeed encouraged to spend their
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CAPTA allotment on prevention and treatment
programs. Suchanamendmentshould apply atleast
until funds are appropriated for broad-based pre-
vention and treatment efforts in various sectors
{e.g., public health, education} and full funding is
provided for the CAPTA prevention program.

Second, both public and private third-party payers
tend to direct reimbursement toward easily count-
able services -- a day of foster care; an hour of
psychotherapy -- rather than the individualized, flex-
ible services that generaily are most effective in
familieswithmultiple needs, Accountantsmay look
in horror at services involving multiple and non
traditional components, delivered atwhatever place
and time they are needed, that utilize non-profes-
sional providers, or vest expenditure authority in
line workers. Nonetheless, that accountant’s night-
mare is the state of the art in prevention and treat-
ment of child abuse and ncglect, and a financing
system that is structured arbitrarily for administra-
tive ease is inefficient when it fails to produce posi-
tive results.’®

Third, the paths on which funds now flow impede
neighborhood-based services. Although the ratio-
nale for the merger of funding streams into block
grants was to reduce administrative costs and to
bring decision making closer to the front lines, a
major effect in human services was to move alloca-
tion of funds to a more remote level. As State
agencies became the primary grantecs, community
agencies lost their discretion in expenditures. Com-
munity health and mental health centers, for cx-
ample, nolongerwere direct recipients of funds, and
State agencies were relatively more inclined to sup-
portprograms ofthe type traditionally administered
by States (e.g., institutions) for populations that they
traditionally served (e.g., people with chronic men-
tal disorders).”® Although catcgorization within
fieldswasreduced, States had noincentivestomerge
funds across fields (c.g., to blend child welfare,
mental health, maternai and child health block
grants), and localadministrators had no meanstodo
80,

Fourth, the “strings” placed on receipt of funds
often are so rigidly categorical that they impede the
development of comprehensive neighborhood-based
services. In many communities, agency hcads

struggle to combine funding from multiple catego-
ries in order to offer integrated services. Multifac-
cted services necded for families with multiple prob-
lems, and any one stream of categorical funds may
be too small to develop effective programs in areas
with low population.

Unfortunately, the integration of funding streams is
not easy. Each has its own set of requirements,
procedures, and regulations, which sometimes con-
flict. For example, one Board member heard from
a runaway shelter director who was trying to blend
funds in order to establish a counseling program for
young substance abusers. One source required
payment by the client for services; the other prohib-
ited the establishment of client fees,

The maze of different and sometimes conflicting
regulations interferes with coordination of frontline
agencies, Much time is wasted by program admin-
istrators and their attorneys in attempts to discern
whether and how they can work together to help
particular families.

At the same time, there is some utility in establish-
ment of particular emphases in multiple Federal
and Statc agencies. As the Board noted in its 1991
report, the professions look to their “home” agen-
cies for establishment of priorities, and they typi-
callywill not develop an emphasis onchild maltreat-
mentunless their agency counterparts do so.'* The
strategy, as outlined in the 1991 report, must be to
provide for special emphases in establishment of
funding streams but to make it easy for neighbor-
hood-level organizations to blend funds for compre-
hensive programs,'® There ought to be child protec-
tionprograms in the schools, for exampile, but neigh-
borhood leaders should be left free to plan how they
arc established and integrated with other programs,
In that regard, the history of service integration is
that it has been successful when implemented
through funds invested directly in neighborhood-
level programs (e.g., Head Start) but not when
attempted through negotiation across Federal and
State agencies,!®

Withvarying levels of comprehensiveness and effec-
tiveness, service integration, including coordinated
funding, is the focus of numerous efforts in various
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domains at both Federal and State levels.’® Most
notably, some States already have begun to take the
steps that they can to reduce obstacles that funding
“strings” place on the development of neighbor-
hood-based services. An example of such efforts is
New York State’s Neighborhood-Based Alliance
(NBA), which provides support for community
projects to offer comprehensive crisis intervention
and/or case management services and at least two
other specific neighorhood-based services.!® The
law establishing NBA permits State agency com-
missioners to approve waivers of any State regula-
tions that impede NBA projects, authorizes a com-
mittee of the State Department of Social Services to
identify existing categorical funding streams that
might be blended in a single contract with the local
projects and to fund programs to fill service gaps
with the NBA appropriation, requires neighbor-
hood-level planning with resident involvemnent, and
provides for development of public-private partner-
ships, 1!

If service integration is to work, local agencies need
funds that are earmarked for such flexible pro-
grams,'”? Federal and State authorities must be
willing to take a chance and to relinquish some
control aver decisions about how to deliver services
most efficiently and comprehensively at the local
level. The block-granting principle is sensible, but
the recipient of funds should be moved closerto the
neighborhood level, or strings should be added to
provide incentives for coordinated State-level allo-
cation of funds in a manner consistent with neigh-
borhood plans. Regardless of the level at which
blending occurs, there also should be provision for
integration of funds across sectors (¢.g., education
and mental health) as well as categorical programs
residing within single agencics.

Unfortunately, the political obstacles to a more
sensible financing system are formidable. The vari-
ous Congressional committees with legislative re-
sponsibility for the different programs affecting chil-
dren and families generally guard their jurisdiction
with zeal.'® That approach makes development of
comprehensive solutions tocomplex problems nearly
impossible, and it inevitably results in fragmented
programs with somctimes conflicting rules. The
options suggested by the Board in its 1991 proposal
for Federal programs that would permit develop-

ment of the strategy outlined in this report, in-
volved atleast 11 committees and 17 subcommittees
in the House. Twerve committees and 22 subcom-
mittees would be involved in the Senate. A compre-
hensive strategy might require referral to all of
them.

Moreover, committee jurisdiction conflicts not only
within but also across houses of Congress. For
example, programs that would provide for integra-
tion of health and mental health services into the
schools might be handled by a single committce in
the Senate, butmultiple committees probably would
be involvedin the House. Conversely, bills aimed at
both the justice system and the child welfare (social
services) system may fall within a single committce
in the House but not in the Senate. Actually, even
the child welfare system itselfis the inevitable target
of fragmented solutions, because categorical, prob-
lem-oriented programs lic in the committees with
jurisdictionover humanservices, but the “big-ticket”
entitlement programs (e.g., foster care) are in the
province of the committees whose primary focus is
on taxation.

Although the Board recognizes that wholesale reor-

ganization of Congress is outside its reach, it does

implore Congress to take the necessary organiza-

tional steps to develop a comprehensive new ap-

proach to child maltreatment, a problem of extraor-

dinary significance and urgency. It should do soin

a manner that avoids unduly fragmented and incffi-

cient financing and that provides fiscal incentives for
developmentand implementation of neighborhood-
based programs that are consistent with the Na-

tional Child Protection Policy proposed by the Board
(reprinted in Appendix B).

3. The Need for Involvement

The Board continues to believe that the Nation
needs Federal child protection programs that are
“sufficiently intensive and diverse to provide com-
munities with the support that they need to develop
a comprehensive neighborhood-based, child-cen-
tered, and family-focused approach to child protec-
tion.”* At the same time, the Board has been
gratificd by some of the steps taken in various parts
of the country to attempt to create caring communi-
ties, Informal hearings and informal discussions, we
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also have been struck by the degree of consensus
about the national emergency in child protection
and the need for a new neighborhood-based strat-

egy.

Accordingly, although the crisis in child protection
is grave and worsening, we have seensigns of action,
especially in the voluntary sector, that give some
reason for optimism. Notably, althoughno State yet
has fulfilled the Board’s previous centerpiece rec-
ommendation for universal voluntary neonatal

home visitation for the purpose of prevention of
child abuse and neglect,'™ the majority of States
have madeprogress foward such a goal The Healthy
Families America initiative of the National Com-
mittee for Prevention of Child Abuse (funded by the
Ronald McDonald Children’s Charities) has been
an important stimulus for such efforts and probably
the most important direct result of the Board’s
previous work.”’ Moreover, several national reli-
gious (e.g., the Southern Baptist Convention), civic
{e.g., Kiwanis International), and professional orga-
nizations (¢.g., the American Bar Association and
the American Psychological Association) have

placed child protection at or near the top of their list
of priorities -- in some instances as a direct response
to the Board’s recommendations in its 1990 report.

Leadership by public officials would go far toward
making such efforts commonplace. The Board calls
on the President, the Members of the Cabinet, the
Governors, the Mayors, and other public officials to
guide Federal and State agencies in the facilitation
of community efforts and to promote grassroots
action to protect children.

4. Recommendations
Recommendation 22

The Federal Government should establish a National
Child Protection Policy (see Appendix B). The goal of
the policy should be to facilitate comprehensive com-
munify efforts to ensure the safe and healthy develop-
ment of children and youth. The policy should be
incorporated into the United States Code as an intrin-
sic part of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment

Act. The policy should drive the child protection-
related activities of all Federal agencies. State Govern-
ments should establish analogous State Child Protec-
tion Policies.

Recommendation 23

Congress should act to build a financing system consis-
tent with a comprehensive child-centered, neighbor-
hood-based, family-focused child protection sysiem.
To that end:

- The Congressional leadership should work to mini-
mize fragmented committee jurisdiction that impedes
iniegration of funding streams.

- Congress should reallocate existing resources from a

focus on supporting the costs of out-of-home place-
ment 0 a focus on preventive, “‘front-end,” intensive,
and comprehensive services, with emphasis on neigh-
borhood-based services.

- Congress should provide for increased flexibility for
blending funds acrosssources and categories, provided
that such integration is consistent with State and Neigh-
borhood Child Protection Plans.

- Until Congress provides substantial funds in various
sectors for prevention and treatment of child abuse and
neglect, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act should be amended to permit -- and indeed to
encourage -- States to spend their allotments for the
purpose of prevention and treatment, not CPS im-
provement,

- Wheneverfeasible, Congress should provide for direct
grants, rather than reimbursement for unit-based ser-
vices, to neighborhood programs for the purpose of
strengthening families and prevention and treatment
of child abuse and neglect. Accountability should be
ensured through evaluation based on outcome rather
than simple quantification of services provided.
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F. ELEMENT 4;: REORIENTING
SOCIETAL VALUES THAT MAY
CONTRIBUTE TOQ CHILD
MALTREATMENT

1. Preventing Violence Against Children
Much of the discussion thus far has been related to
social and political structure - the ways that govern-
ments rclate to neighborhoods, that services are
organized and financed, and that roles are defined
for various sectors of society. The challenges in-
volved in accomplishment of the structural changes
necessary for an effective, comprehensive child pro-
tection system arc great.

Ifthe pelitical consensus required for such sweeping
change istobeachieved andifthe structural reforms
ar¢to have their optimal cffect, then there also must
be a reformation of values in our culture. The idea
that children are persons deserving of respect must
become a fundamental premise guiding not only
public policy but also our daily life. Whatcver its
specific form, maltreatment involves a violation ofa
child’s integrity as a person; assault, exploitation, or
deprivation of the nccessitics of life is a personal
violation. The lack of a concerted societal response
--in particular, the lack of a response that shows an
appreciation of the scriousness of the problem and
asensitivity to children’sown needs and experiences
-- compounds the violation.

In both public and private life, adults must learn to
listen to children, to give the support necessary to
enable children to recover from maltrecatment, and
toorganize neighborhood life so that the probability
of maltreatment is minimized. This reoricntation
will be facilitated by clear public policy that shows
due concern for the rights of children. In that
regard, the Board urges President Clinton promptly
to sign the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the Senate then to ratify it with due speed.

That the United States stands nearly alone among
the world’s democracies in its lack of formal

affirmation of the human rights of children should
be regularly on the front page of every newspaper -
- but this lapse in Federal policy has failed to elicit
even a mention in most of the Nation’s newspapers

and broadcast media. As far as we arc aware,
reporters never asked any of the candidates in the
1992 Presidential election about whether they would
sign the Convention. The need is clear for a trans-
formation of public attitudes --and of the media that
help to shape such attitudes.

The inadequate concern for the dignity of children
may reflect insufficient regard for humanity and
community. In particular, it is hard to discourage
child abuse in families when violence is widespread
in the socicty. Community violence and family
violence are strongly correlated in their prevalence,
and they both probably are related to the cultural
acceptance of violence, Marian Wright Edelman
has starkly described the significance of this rela-
tionship for America’s children and families:

Theevilfruitof...uncheckedtraffickingin guns abounds
all around us. More than 400,000 students were

victims of violent crime at school during a six-month

period in 1988-1989. Funerals of young men -- victims

and victimizers -- and unlucky, innocent, child and

adult casualties of random violence have become

weekly rituals in inner-city churches. Some public

hospital trauma centers on Saturday nights resemble

MASH units as black and Latino youths seek solace in

death from their living hells of hopelessness and wse-

lessness in an uncaring nation. More young blackmen

dieeach year from gunshotwounds than from allof the

Wynchings throughout American history. The sound of
gunfire is so common that in too many neighborhoaods

young children can discriminate between the sounds of
semi-automatic weapons before they can discriminate

between colors.

Our inner-city war zones are just a microcosm of the
larger American worship of violence that has become
a leading national pastime and primetime obsession.
Guns exceed television sets as American playthings.
The Wild West has turned into the wild streets in an
American culture that hawks violence over the air-
waves as adults kill children and children kill each
other in movies and in real life. Violent acts are the
daily fare of millions of children who watch TV an
average of 21 hours aweek. TV Guide reports a violent
incident is shown, on average, every sixminutes. In real
life, a child is reported abused or neglected every 13
seconds, mostly at home.'*
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As Edelman concluded, the moral and social costs
of such violence are likely to be enormous:

I can only imagine and guess at the fear, anxiety, daily
burden of stress, and loneliness of huge numbers of
young children who each day navigate a dangerous no
man’s land peopled by armed gangs, drug dealers, and
nervous youthful gunslingers seeking to preempt death

by first strike. While human beings can learn to accom-
modate some degree of threatened violence and fear if
there is purpose and hope of change, the chronic,

unrelenting assault we are subjecting our children io
and lettingothers subject them tois unprecedented and
profoundly immoral. And we'll pay now and later as
they pay with their childhoods, with their dreams, and
with their lives.'®

The answer is both local and cultural:

.{M]ost urgently and importantly, if we want our
children to grow up respecting and valuing hurman life,
we must begin by respecting and valuing theirs by
making their neighborhoods and schools zones of
safety and nurturance rather than zones of fear. We
must stop the proliferation of guns in the hands of
children and adults alike, We must encourage every
school to adopt anti-violence and conflict resolution
curricula and begin study groups in our religious
congregations and work places to find ways to staunch
the violence rampant in our homes. And we must
address the underlying causes as well as the destructive
symptoms of violence: the lack of hope and opportu-
nity, the lack of strong families and communities and
a sense of future. ™

As a society, we have the power to turn away from
violence, just as many of us have turned from smok-
ing, drunk driving, and use of illicit drugs. A genera-
tion ago, smokers had frce reign in most public
places, and people who did not like cigarette smoke
usvally suffered in silence. Today, however, smok-
ing is no longer widely perceived as glamorous;
instead, itis viewed as a threat to the public health,
and smoking is prohibited or restricted in many
public places.™

This shift in public attitudes did not occur by chance.
It happened as a result of extensive, multifaceted
public awareness campaigns by advocacy groups,
educators, and government leaders and of regula-
tion of advertising of tobacco products.

The messages about violence int the mass media and
socicty atlarge are much more complex and confus-
ing. Obviously, it is against the law to perform
violent acts, and those who do so may be arrested. A
foreign viewer of American television and movies
might wonder, however, whether we really view
violence negatively. The vivid, lurid portrayals of
violence and the high box office receipts and adver-
tising dollars that they command indicate that many
people apparently enjoy watching violence, even
though a huge body of research tells vs that violent
movies and TV programs increase the tendency
toward aggression by some people.® Violence isa
major public health problem, at Icast as dangerous
as smoking (especially among youth), and it is far
more likely than smoking to harm someone else
seriously.

During periods in American history when the Na-
tion was threatencd by war, glorification of violence
may have seemed justifiable as a means of motivat-
ing young men to defend our country. Such a need
is not present today. On the contrary, our national
survival is threatened not by a foreign power but
instead by violence among our own citizens -- adult
against adult, adult against child, child against child,
and child against adult,

It is time to generate the same kind of effort to
deglamorize violence as we have applied to smoking
and drinking of alcohol. We urgently need leaders
ingovernment, the mass media, the arts, the schools,
the churches, mosques, synagogues, and other insti-
tutions important in shaping public opinion to guide
our society inthe replacement of violence with more
creative and less destructive means of resolving
conflict -- to offer role models who are smarter and
more humane than the gun-toting, brute-force ex-
amples of the past. We are no longer a frontier
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society; we have become a complex, highly urban-
ized, multicultural society in which our collective
survival depends on being able to teach effective,
civilized ways to cope with frustrations and to re-
solve differences.

Some steps toward removal of gratuitous violence
from the airways already have been taken in re-
sponse to legislation waiving antitrust law for three
years so that the three major networks could plan
jointly to reduce violence on television® The
networks have agreed to a Statement of Principles
that obligates them to take special care to avoid
mixing sex and violence, depicting violence as glam-
orous or an acceptable response to conflict, or
showing violence during times that children are
likely to be watching.

The Board applauds Congress for providing the
nudge to the broadcast industry to take these steps
and the major networks for responding. We call on
the remaining networks, cable systems, and inde-
pendent producers to join in the Statement of Prin-
ciples. We hope that Congress and the public at
large will continue to advocate for a national con-
sensus that violence -- especially violence against
children--isunacceptable and to monitor the media’s
performance in promoting such a view.

Meanwhile, the media themselves, in collaboration
with leaders of religious, civic, and professional
organizations, can do much to communicate the
message that violence against children is wrong and
that alternative means of discipline are available.
Such efforts should be directed toward organiza-
tions’ own members as well as the general public.™

There are numerous potential opportunities to edu-
cate and mobilize the public to take creative action
related to reduction of violence: e.g., school, busi-
ness, and civic-club newsletters; church pulpits;
media public service announcements, editorials,
and feature stories; speeches by government and
professional leaders. Mad Dads, a grassroots com-
munity organization in Omabha, recently joined with
the police and the business community in a particu-
larly creative effort in which an amnesty occurred

U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect

and a reward was paid not only for working fircarms
but also for toy guns that were turned into the
police.®

With the extraordinary level of violence in our
society, the United States should be a leader in the
worldwide movement to end violence against chil-
dren. Five European countries now ban corporal
punishment altogether, and most European coun-
tries do so already in the schools.® In those coun-
tries, campaigns are underway to educate the public
about such prohibitions and to attempt to expand
them, In the United Kingdom, for example, a
coalition of more than thirty national organizations,
including the pediatricians and home healthvisitors,
have united to sponsor national No Smacking
Weeks.™

Although intolcrance of violence against children
ought to become a value throughout the culture, a
special focus on the schools is warranted. Sucha
focus is consistent with the Board’s general thrust
toward development of neighborhoods safe for chil-
dren. Nowhere are youth more likely to be physi-
cally assaulted than at school.® It is not surprising,
therefore, that many students report often being
afraid at school.® Schools that are unsafe are
typically not only in unsafe neighborhoods that lack
cohesion, but they also tend to be punitive, imper-
sonal, and unresponsive to the community and the
needs of their students.?!?

Moreover, schools have an important role in mod-
eling and directly teaching parents and children that
effective nonviolent means are available to resolve
conflict.?!! Parenthood education and school media-
tion programs may have long-term ¢ffectsin preven-
tion of violence against children.

The American public may be ready for such mes-
sages, in thatthe trend over the pastseveral years has
been toward decreasing acceptance of both corpo-
ral punishment and verbal attacks on children, Al-
though the majority (53% in 1992) of American
parents report having hit their child in the past year
(8% with an object), the proportion has been
showing a steady decline in recent years.?
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2. Preventing Sexual Exploitation of
Children

The message to be communicated is less clear®
and, therefore, the task is more difficult, but there
also is good reason to belicve that the answer to
reduction of the high frequency of scxual abuse of
children lies in changes in societal values, The
message must be simply given that sexual exploita-
tion of children is wrong. Although direct evidence
is lacking, it is plausible that this message, if it were
repcatedfrequently bycredible sources {as occurred
with smoking),* would at least weaken the cogni-
tive distortions (analogous to rape myths) that un-
derlic the actions of many sexual offenders against
children, #* Indeed, it is plausible that the
sexualization of children in some entertainment
media has sometimes contributed to those distor-
tions. One thingis clearhowever; muchstill remains
to be learned about the causes and means of pre-
venting scxual abuse.

The ultimate shift in values that the Board believes
is required may require a more complex message,
though, than simply that sexual abuse is wrong. It
also may require diverse means of communicating
new values. In speculating why known sexual abus-
ers usually are men but the majority of child victims
arc female, David Finkclhor has noted four points:

- Women learn eariier and much more completely to
distinguish between sexual and nonsexual forms of
affection.

« Men grow up seeing heterosexual success as much
more important to their gender identities than women
do.

- Men are socialized to be able to focus their sexual
interest around sexual acts isolated from the context of
a relationship.

- Men are socialized 1o see as their appropriate sexual
partners persons who are younger and smaller than
themselves, while women are socialized to see as their
appropriate sexual partners persons older and larger®

Finkelhor has described several implications of these
observations:

First, men might benefit from the opportunity to prac-
lice affection and dependency in relationships that did
not involve sex, such as male-to-male friendships and
nurturant interaction with children. Second, the ac-
complishment of heterosexual sex might be de-empha-
sizedasthe ultimate criterion of male adequacy. Third,
men might leamn to enjoy sexual relationships based on
equality. Men who are comforiable relating to women
at the same level of maturity and competence will be
less likely to exploit children sexually. As men’s relg-
tions with women change, so will their relations with
children.?’

Although research is needed to determine how best
o prevent the sexual exploitation of children,

Finkelhor’s general approach is consistent with de-
velopmentand monitoring of mediamessages about
sexuality and gender roles so that children are not
perceived as objects of sexual pleasure. It also is
compatible with the Board’s broader neighborhood-
based approach. As Finkelhor has argued, as men
take more responsibility for children, “men may
well come to identify more closcly with children’s
well-being and lcarn how to enjoy deeply atfection-
ate relationships that have no sexual component,
This step may be one of the most important we need
to take toward transforming men from offenders
againstchildrento defenders of their well-being. 28

3. Accepting and Valuing the Cultural
Heritage of the Child and Family

Part of the richncss of our society stems from the
variety of peoples that have contributed to our
nation’s collective culture throughout our history.
QOurlandhasbeen, and continues to be populated by
people with very different backgrounds, who have
brought different languages, music, foods, values
and traditions, While many cultural groups have
been assimilated over time, their arrival has often
generated conflict and misundcerstanding, and rac-
ism and prejudice have often been serious obstacles
to assimilation when different races are involved.
Often children in minority or immigrant families
may experience substantial conflict between the
traditional culture of their parents and the dominant
cuiture they see all around them in the larger com-
munity. This can cause stress, depression and feel-
ings of low sclf worth.,
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It is essential for child protective and other human
service agencies serving multicultural arcas to de-
velop and demonstrate a sense of cultural compe-
tence -- a sensitivity, appreciation and understand-
ing of traditions, values and childrearing practices
among the cultural groups with which they work.

Cultural competence is in fact important as a matter
of ethics. A child-centered child protection system
takes cognizance of individual diffcrences, includ-
ing those related to cultural background. It also
shows appreciation of diversity in the range of rela-
tionships that children and parents of various cul-
tural backgrounds are apt to regard as fundamental.

Evenif respect for cultural differences were not an
ethical mandate for workers in the child protection
system, it would be important as a practical matter.
Design of effective prevention and treatment re-
quires great sensitivity to cultural differences and
ability toincorporate such experiences and perspec-
tives into one’s own behavior and world-view,

Indrawing that conclusion, the Board does notwant
to leave the impression that child maltreatmentis a
pattern of behavior endemic to particular cultural
groups. Families of color are overrepresented in
child protection caseloads,”® but cthnicity (apart
from social class) appcars not to be an important
causal factor in child abuse and neglect.”® Rather,
families of color are more susceptible to intrusive
interventions,?! and ethnic-minority families also
are substantially more likely than white, non-His-
panic families to be subject to poverty. ™

Concern with culture is an important element of
service design for several reasons. First and most
obviously, if workers do niot recognize and accom-
modate to the cultural significance of communica-
tion patterns, family and community boundaries,
and helping, disputing, and childrearing practices,
services are likely to seem foreign and to be rela-
tively unhelpful. Without an appreciationofclients’
experience, workers are apt to find even the initia-
tion of interventions to be difficult.?

This genera! point is likely to have special signifi-
cance inaneighborhood-basedscrvice system. Such
efforts are more likely to be successful if residents

believe that they “own” them -- in terms of both
decisionmaking control and definition of commu-
nity needs -- and the means that are chosen to
facilitate neighbors’ help for each other are cultur-
ally compatible.

A good analogy is to segmented marketing 2 Just
as businesses find their message to be more persua-
sive if they match it to the experiences and needs of
particular communities, so too will messages about
child protection,

Second, failure to recognize the richness that comes
with diversity may result in overlooking potential
solutions to problems of child protection. An in-
teresting example of the possibilities comes from
New Zealand’s family group conferences, which we
discussed in regard to justice-system reform. In
responding tothe particularnceds of Maori families
and communitics, the government discovered a pro-
cess that has proven also to stimulate family and
community responsibility for families of European
origin. Similarly, ethnic-minority communities’ tra-
ditional involvement of extended families and neigh-
borhood institutions{e.g., churches)inchildrearing®
may provide clues to workable alternatives to foster
care that may fit current socioeconomic conditions
in the society as a wholc better than the nineteenth-
century model on which family foster care is now
built. There may be other lessons in some ethnic-
minority groups’ traditional approach to reconcilia-
tion and hecaling, such as Native Hawaiian
ho’oponopons and American Indiantalking circles ™
The latter provide a way to bring members of an
extended family together in a manner that allows
each person to contribute to a solution and to be
heard with respect.

Third, because of the central significance of low
neighborhood quality and low self-esteem in the
factors causing child abuse and neglect, apprecia-
tion of cultural diversity may have a direct link to
prevention and treatment. As suggested in state-
ments to the Board,”” an understanding of their
cultural heritage can be an important step for young
minority men and women struggling to overcome
feelings of disconnectedness, lack of hope, and low
self-esteem. Such a step can help to overcome one
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of the greatest tragedies of prejudice, which is that
its victims too often begin to belicve its negative
messages.

Accordingly, schools, churches, community devel-
opment agencies, and other neighborhood institu-
tions should take special care to reflect the strengths
of the cultures they serve in their teaching materials,
staff composition, visual displays, meals, and festi-
vals. Parents and neighborhood leaders of different
cultures should be encouraged to share their back-
grounds and stories. Reductions in the isolation,
low self-esteem, and bitterness that result from
racism can be expected also to reduce family insta-
bility, alcoholism, and other problems associated
with child maltreatment.

Fourth and most subtly (but perhaps also most
fundamentally), national and local commitments to
substitute community for division among racial and
ethnic groups may go far toward enhancement of
economicopportunities inways thatfacilitate growth
of a sense of personal contrel and that provide
neighbors with sufficient resources that they are
enabled to help each other. The dominant culture
tends to judge minorities by the degree of their
“Americanization” -- how well they spcak English
or whether they speak it at all, and how much they
are like “us” in various other ways. The tendency to
interpret differences in skin color, appearance, cus-
tom, and outlook as “problecms” often prevents
recognition of differences that could make the soci-
ety as a whole far richer and more effective. It is
plausible that such a perception also deters the
investment of money and human resources neces-
sary for economic viability of ethnic-minority neigh-
borhoods.

Cultural competence must be viewed from both an
agency and an individual perspective. Atanagency
level, cultural competence involves more thanmerely
training the staff of one culture to understand the
clients of another; it means building a staff which
incorporates the major cultures served. Cultural
competence is not a substitute for affirmative action
in employment; rather it requires such affirmative
action. The Board belicves cultural competence at

an individual level is most likcly to result when staff
members representing different cultures have the
opportunity to sensitize and learn from each other.

4, Recommendations
Recommendation 24

The new President should act promptly to sign the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and should
subrmit it to the Senate with appropriate reservations,
understandings, and declarations 1o adapt the Con-
vention to the American federalist system. The Senate
then should act with all deliberate speed to ratify the
Convention. Even before the Conventionissigned and
ratified, States, Tribes, Counties, and municipalities
should adopt it as a set of principles to guide their
policies affecting children.

Recommendation 25

The various television networks and prodiwers should

Join in resolving to diminish the level of violence on
television. Congress, relevant professional associa-
tions, and the general public should join in advocacy
for such change.

Recommendation 26

Civic, political, and religious leaders should unite in
proclaiming the message that violence, especially vio-
lence against children, is an unacceptable means of
resolving conflict. Professional associations should
join in this message and in education of their members
and the general public about nonviolent means of
discipline and dispute resolution.

Recommendation 27

Congress should make receipt of Federal funds by any
program or facility contingent on prohibition of corpo-
ral punishment within i,

(The Board reiterates ity strong endorsement of Rec-
ommendation B-3 in CREATING CARING COMMUNITIES,
supra note 7.)
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Recommendation 28

Every school should emphasize, facilitate, and teach
nonviolent approaches to conflict resolution. This
philosophy should be reflected in the school’s disci-
pline policies, its courses, and its athletic programs.
Relevant Federal and State agencies, including the
U.S. Department of Education, should stimulate the
developmeni, evaluation, and broad-scale implemen-
tation of such approaches.

Recommendation 29

The Secretary of Health and Human Services should
direct the National Institute of Mental Health, or the
National Institute of Child Health and Human Devel-
opment, to undertake an initiative for research on the
relation of public attitudes to the problem of sexual
abuse and on means of community change consistent
with its prevention. In the meantime, civic, profes-
sional, and religious leaders, as well as celebrities in
entertainment and sports, should join to promote
healthy attitudes toward sexuality and to promote
respect between the sexes, particularly by men for
women. The media also should make special efforts
not to communicate messages that condone or en-
courage child sexuality or the sexual exploitation of
children.

Recommendation 30

Schools, churches, community development agencies,
and other community organizations should strengthen
their efforts to represent and celebrate the cultures they
serve by enlisting parents and community leaders of
diverse backgrounds in planning various cultural ap-
preciation events. The goal should be to foster greater
appreciation for cultural diversity, including both pride
in one’s own culture and respect for the cultural

backgrounds of others.
Recommendation 31

In all child protection activities, including graduate
andprofessionaleducation, culturalcompetenceshould
be anemphasis. Efforts should be made to incorporate
traditional means of helping and dispute resolution
whenever appropriate. Culiural competence should
not be a substitute for affirmative action in employ-

ment; diligent efforts should be exercised to build a staff
that represents the neighborhoods and cultures served

G. ELEMENT 5: STRENGTHENING AND
BROADENING THE BUILDING OF
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT CHILD
MALTREATMENT

1. The Need for Federal Leadership in
Research

Research to guide child protection policy and prac-
tice has been so limited that important decisions --
decisions that sometimes are of life-or-death signifi-
cance -- often are based “‘on mere hunches.””® The
lack of strong Federal leadership in research on
child abuse and neglect --as manifested by problems
in both the level of investment and the quality of
research management -- has been a matter of con-
tinuing concern to the Board. The Board has em-
phasized thata high priority should be placed on the
improvement of the Federal effortin the generation
and diffusion of knowledge about child abuse and
neglect, including:

- the establishment of new, appropriately funded
programs for research and research training;

- the development of a data system sufficient to
provide an accurate, uninterrupted, comprehensive
picture of the problem ofchild maltreatment, aswell
as the response to it, throughout the Nation, and

- the implementation of structures and procedures
forresearch managementconsistent with the expec-
tations of the scientific community,.?

In preparation for this report, the Board commis-
sioned six comprehensive reviews and analyses of
empirical research relevant to the creation of a
comprehensive child-centered, family-focused,

neighborhood-based child protection system.” In
the summer of 1991, the Consortium on Children,
Familics, and the Law, a group of interdisciplinary
centers affiliated with universitics and professional
associations across the United States, conducted a
symposium to consider the key elements in the
Board’s strategy.”! Meanwhile, the American Psy-
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chological Association commissioned several work
groups tostudy the state of knowledge and practice
in different domains related to child protection.??

These reviews by leading scholars in the field have
produced a dismaying list of gaps in knowledge
germane to the strategy that the Board is proposing:

» Evaluations of neighborhood-level interventions
are largely unavailable.

« The mechanisms for effects of neighborhood qual-
ity (apart from social class) on rates of child mal-
treatment are largely unstudied.

- Little rescarch is available on the effects of differ-
ent neighborhood patterns (e.g., “old,” often ethni-
cally homogeneous urban neighborhoods in the
Northeast versusmore diverse and oftenless densely
populated neighborhoods in Western metropolitan
areas) and community composition on family func-
tioning and support in general and child maltreat-
ment in particular.

- Few studies of cultural issues related to child
maltreatment disentangle race or ethnicity from
social class, examine cultural groups within racial
groups, ot link particular cultural practices or values
to child maltreatment, including “protective fac-
tors” that diminish the likelihood of maltreatment.

- Few studies have directly assessed “the nature of
the social isolation of maltreating families, the di-
mensions of social support that are likely to prove
mostbeneficial tothem, the interpersonal resources
they can draw on, or the efficacy of social support
interventions.”>?

+ Little is known about the perceptions that mal-
treated children and their parents have of the child
protection system; indeed, few studies are available
of maltreated children’s expericnce of their envi-
ronment at all.

Some of these gaps in knowledge have remained
huge because of Federal policy that in practice
virtually excluded support in recent years for re-
search on cultural, social, and cconomic factors
related to child maltreatment and other important

social problems. The Board is pleased to note that
there are some signs of reversal of this policy (e.g,,
greater breadth and sophistication in the research
priorities of the National Center on Child Abuse
and Neglect®; pending initiatives in the Public
Health Service for research on violence). Much
larger strides are needed, though, and the Board
hopes that the new Administration will place due
emphasis on generation of knowledge necessary for
effective provision of social and material supports
for prevention and treatment of child abuse and
neglect.

2. The Need for a Child-Centered Approach
to Research

Althoughsocietal and neighborhood research should
be emphasized, researchers and policymakers also
should adopta more psychologically-minded (child-
centered) approach. They should learn about
children’s experiences in both existing and demon-
stration programs and systems, and they should
consider the effects of child protection policies and
practices onrelationships important tochildren and
on other variables identified as important by chil-
dren themselves,

In consideration of research topic, design, and con-
clusions, care should be taken to ensure the consul-
tation of neighborhood residents. Although thereis
special reason to learn about children’s own experi-
ences in the child protection system, that fact should
not obscure the nced 1o consider the opinions of
other constituencies who might be affected by re-
scarch -- caseworkers, parents, foster parents, and
so forth.

More generally, an experimental attitude should be
adopted. Although existing knowledge gives ampie
reason to believe that fundamental change is needed
inthe child protection system, the gapsin knowledge
are large enough that the process of reform should
be incremental. In that connection, the Board’s
recommendation in regard to Prevention Zones --
our #1 recommendation in this report -- is impor-
tant in part because such model neighborhoods
would offer opportunities to test ideas about the
critical steps in preventing child maltreatment.
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Dramatic action is necessary to alleviate the na-
tional emergency, but diligence and zeal need not
preemptcare, Child protection isimportant enough
to demand extraordinary effort, including extraor-
dinary care to ensure the quality of programs for
child protection. Evaluation should become rou-
tine. Resources should be set aside for that purpose,
and “fine-tuning” of State and community child
protection plans to respond to evaluation findings
should be ongoing,.

3. Recommendations

Recommendation 32

Federal agencies should ensure that child protection
activities supportedwith Federal funds are subjected to
rigorous evaluation, that fundingdecisions about dem-
onstration grants are based in part on the proposed
projects’ potential contribution to knowledge, and that
findings of such studies are applied in the design and
implementation of programs in the child protection
systen.

Recommendation 33

In collaboration with other Federal agencies as rel-
evant, the National Institute of Mental Health should
solicit research, including research demonstrations, io
clarify the relationships among social support, mate-
rial support, culture, and child maltreatment.

Recommendation 34

Relevant Federal agencies should encourage research
that assesses (1) children’s, parents’, neighbors’, and
workers’ own experience of the context in which child
maltreatment occurs and (2) their perceptions of the
Systemic responses to the problem.
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Urbar Women's Center are collaborating with suppaort from
the New Jersey children’s trust fund to establish a safety zone
in the west ward of Trenton.

%Unrelated aduits can have a powerful effect on children’s
development. See MoNCRIEFF COCHRAN ET AL., EXTENDING
Famiues: THE SociaL NETWORKS OF PARENTS AND THER {CHIL-
preN (1990); Moncrieff Cochran & Jane Brassard, Child Devel-
opment and Personal Social Networks, 50 Canp Dev. 609
(1979},

®The importance of stable and cohesive neighborhoods with
strong leadership was demonstrated during the riot in Los
Angeles. Hispaniccommunitiesin cast Los Angeles effectively
mobilized to prevent the spread of violence and looting to their
neighborhoods. Ruben Castaneda & Al Kamen, Roots Were
East Side’s Riot Shield: Established Hispanic Neighborhoods
Mobilized to Avert L A. Violence, WasH. Post, May 5, 1992, at
Al. Local civic and business leaders “took up not guns but
telephones” and called residents “10 urge them to keep them-
selves and their young people inside and 1o call others with the
same message.” Jd at All.

mClarence Schubert, Testimony Before the U.S. Advisory
Board on Child Abuse & Neglect at a Hearing in Chicago on
International Perspectives ona New Strategy for Child Protection
in the United States (Aug, 29, 1992},

Neighborhoods in the United States also have a history of
pooling resources to develop a foundation for economic devel-
opment. See Murray Levine & Adeline Levine, The Historical
Coruext: Lessons from the Settiement House Movermen: and the
War on Poverty, in TowarD a CuilD-CENTERED, NEIGHBOR-
HoOD-BasEDp OviLp ProTECTION System (Gary B. Meltoned,,
forthcoming).

David A. Wolfe, The Role of Intervention and Treatment
Services in the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 81
(1992). Cf. Timothy F. J. Tolson & Melvin N. Wilson, The
Impact of Two- and Three-Generational Black Family Structure
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on Perceived Family Climate, 61 Canp Dev. 416 {1990) (show-
ing significance for child development of a second adult in the
home in African-American families).

"The historic settlement house programs used clubs that fo-
cuscd on men’s interests in vocations and skills {e.g,, home
repairs) useful in building investment in their homes and
neighborhoods. Levine & Levine, supra note 70, at __,

"The majority of female-headed households with children
present live in poverty. Census, supra note 11, at 458, table no.
722. Cf Richard J. Gelles, Child Abuse and Violence in Single-
Parent Families: Pareni Absence and Economtic Deprivation, 59
AM. ], OrmHOPSYCHIATR Y492 (1989) (poverty isrelated to abuse
by single mothers but not single fathers).

™ See Janer M. FITCHEN, ENDANGEREDSPACES, ENDURINGPLACES
CuancE, IDENTITY, AND SURVIVAL (N RURAL AMERICA 40-43
(1991).

The median age of Americans rose by almost 10% during the
1980s. Census, supra note 11, at 14, table no. 12,

"%0rganization of activities around developmental transitions
is discussed in more detail in Section V infra.

"'Garbarine & Kostelny, supra note 18; Pelton, supra note 35,

%Dirk Johnson, As Town Fights 10 Live, Experis (et a Lesson,
N.Y. Teves (Aug. 1, 1992), at 1.

ACORN, 2 national associationbegun in Arkansasto organize
impoverished communities, is an interesting example of the
principle of economic development coupled with social wel-
fare. ACORN has sustained itself in large part through the
deveiopment of small businesses and other member-run fund-
raising activities.

For an overview of the effects of various development strate-
gies on community economy, se¢ CHRISTOPHER GunN & HAZEL
Dayron Gunn, Democratic INmmiaTives anvp Communy De-
VELOPMENT 23-36 (1991).

PIsabel Wolock & Bernard Horowitz, Chuld Maltreatment and
Maierial Deprivation Among AFDC Recipient Families, 53 Soc.
Serv. Rev. 175 (1979).

®Bernard Horowitz & Isabel Wolock, Material Deprivation,

Child Maltreatrment, and Agency Intenvention Among Poor Fami-
lies, in Tug SociaL Contexr oF CHrLp ABUse AND NeGLECT 137

(Leroy H. Pelton ed. 1981

B CHILDREN'S DEFENSE FUND, THE STATE OF AMERICA'S CHIL-
DREN 1992 (1992), at 35-37.

¥See Pelton, supra note 39, at 24-27,

BCHILDREN's DEFENSE FUND, supra note 81, at 37-38.

Y1eroy Pelton, Poverty and Child Protection, PROTECTING CHIL-
DREN (Winter 1990-91), at 3, 4 and citations therein,

¥Pelton, supya note 39, at 26-27, and citationstherein; ¢f. Alan
Meyers et al., Public Housing Subsidies May Improve Poor
Children’s Nutrition, 83 AM. J. Pus. HEarmh 115 (1993).

¥ evine & Levine, supra note 70, at __.

Wesley G. Skogan, Community Organizations and Crime, in
10 CrovE AnD JusTiCE: A REVIEW OF RESEARCH 39 (Michael
Tonry & Norval Motris eds., 1988); Wesley G. Skogan, Com-
munities, Crime, and Neighborhoad Organization, 35 CRME &
Deuma. 437 (1989).

¥See ALpeERT ], REIss & JEFFREY A. ROTH, UNDERSTANDING AND
PreventinG VioLence 147-51 (1993) (report of the National
Research Council).

#3usan F. Bennett & Paul J. Lavrakas, Community-Based
Crime Prevention: An Assessment of the Eisenhower
Foundation’s Neighborhood Program, 35 CRiME & DELING. 345
(1989).

“The Board notes that the Empowerment Zone concept pro-
posed by the U.S. Depariment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment appears fo contain importans elements related 1o this
recommendation and may have potential as a vehicle for its
implementation.

"Wolfe, supra note 71, at Executive Summary 2 (included in
app. C, this report).

d.
Bld. at 2-3.

*Parentingclassesbecome the disposition of choice as caseloads
rise. Kamerman & Kahn, If CPS Is Driving Child Welfare, Where
Do We Go from Here?, supra note 24, at 42,

SPelton, supra note 84, at 4; see also supra note 24,

%See, e.g., THE EFFECTS oF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT: [SSUES
AND ResearcH (Raymond H. Starr Jr. & David A. Wolfe eds.
1991); TueoRY AND RESEARCH, supra note 4, at 377-721; Jer-
FREY J. HauGAaARD & N. Dickon Reppucct, THE SEXUAL ABUSE
ofF CrtbREN 60-100 (1988)

YSee, e.g., PANEL, supra note 4, at 7:16; Anthony M. Graziano
& Joseph R. Mills, Treatrnent for Abused Children: Whenlsa
Pardial Solution Acceprable?, 16 Cuip ABUst & NEeGLECT 217
(1992).

*Wolfe, supra note 71, at 4 (emphasis added). A panel of the
National Research Council reached similar conclusions. B~et,
supra note 4, at 7:3-T:.4.

"Pelton, supra note 84, a1 3-4.
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08e, e.g. Howard Dubowitz et al., Inflicted and Noninflicted
Injuries: Differences in Child and Familial Characteristics, 57
Am. J. ORTHOPSYCHIATRY 5235, 528 (1987).

‘" Beyonp RHETORIC, supra note 12, at 295-96,

12The Board does disagree with some of the specific provisions
of the APWA/National Commission plan. Notably, families
would need to enter CPS in order to obtain intensive crisis
services, which then would be mandatory. Id. at 297. This
approach seems to negate the preference for easy access to
voluntary services.

The commissions also seemed to rely on the existence of less
restrictive, voluntary services to decrease the emphasis on
investigation that exists in the current system. Asindicated in
Section III(D) infra, the Board believes that justice-system
reform is 2lso needed if child welfare reform is to work.

“Gordon Evans, Foster Care Facts and Figures (Jan. 1993).

In Nebraska, for example, about one-third of foster children
have spent the majority of their lives in foster care. Ed Russo,
Stress and Lack of Support Are Driving Foster Parents Away,
LmNcoLN JOURNAL-STAR, Dec. 22, 1991, at 1A.

®Charles Gershenson, Statement Before the 1.S. Advisory
Board on Child Abuse and Neglect at a Symposium on Family
Foster Care (Jan. 8, 1992).

1%Foster care reimbursement rates are typicalty about $300 per
month, although several States fail to reimburse even $200 for
infants and toddlers. Gordon Evans, Foster Care Monthly
Maintenance Rates (n.d.). By contrast, the average expendi-
ture on a child by middle-income parents in 1991 was between
$533 and $648 per month, depending enthe child'sage. FamiLy
Economics REsearcH Group, EXPENDITURES ON A CHIED BY
Famities, 1991 (1992) (publication of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture).

¥This disparity has been the subject of litigation as kinship
care has increased. See, e.g., Miller v. Youakim, 440 U.S. 125
(1979); Lipscomb v, Simmons, 962 F.2d 1374 (9th Cir. 1592);
King v. McMahon, 230 Cal. Rptr. 911 (App. 1986); Waits v.
Swoap, 524 P.2d 117 (Cal. 1974); In re Doe Children, 827 P.2d
1144 (Hawaii 1992). Should an aunt caring for her niece or
nephew as a foster child receive the AFDC payment that the
child’s mother received or the reimbursement that other foster
parentsreceive? Thatthe question arises raisesstark questions
about the significance of poverty in families in which maltreat-
ment oceurs and about public attitudes toward foster families
and poor and maltreated children and their parents.

%Sue Dordiego, Statement at a Symposium on Family Foster
Care (Jan. 8, 1992), at 4.

To facilitate a more positive relation with foster parents, New
Jersey's Divisionof Youth and Family Services contracted with
the State's foster parents association 1o employ foster parent
support workets in their district offices.

\%Evans, supra note 103,
8¢ supra note 106.

Gordon Evans, America’s Foster Care System: In Crisis 3
(n.d.).

"IN amionaL CoMM'N ON FaM, Foster Carg, A BLUEPRINT FOR
FosTERING INFANTS, CHILDREN, AND YouTss INTHE 1990s(1991),
at 30. In this and subsequent quotes from the Commission
report, “youths” has been changed to “youth.”

Usfd. at 39-41,
144, at 3,
1314, at 31.

For a moedel of such procedures, see Daniel L. Daly &
Thomas P. Dowd, Characteristics of Effective, Harm-Free Envi-
ronmenis for Children in Owi-of-Home Care, 71 Critd WeLE.
487 (1992).

WSee Miriam Longino, Kinship Care: Keeping Itin the Family,
TrE ConnecTION [newsletter of the Nat'l CASA Ass'n] (Spring
1991), at 1; Mary Ann Takas, Deweloping Child Protection
Systerns with Extended Family Strengths, CHILDREN'S LEGAL
Rrs. ). (Summer 1992), at 27. See also Kathleen J. Sternberg,
Child Maltreatrnent: Implicasions for Policy from Cross-Cul.
tural Research, in CHD ABUSE, CHuD DEVELGPMENT, AND
Soctar Poucy 191, 206-07 { Dante Cicchietti & Sherree L. Toth
eds,, 1993) (describing Isreali “afternoon clubs,” a form of
partial foster care).

U¥Krista M. Nelson, Fostering Homeless Children and Their
Parents, Too: The Emergence of Whole-Family Foster Care, 71
Crip WEeLF. 575 (1992).

‘"YIn Los Angeles County, over half the 34,000 children in
placement because of abuse or neglect are placed with rela-
tives.

‘%A committee of the National Councit of Juvenile and Family
Judges hasestimated that 18% oftotal child protection caseloads
result in court action. MeTroroLITAN CourT Junces Commir-
TEE, DePriveD CHnDREN: A JupiciaL Response--73 REcoM-
MENDATIONS 6 (1986).

‘4 8ee Gary B. Melton, Foreign Innovations in Dispute Reso-

lution in Matters Related to Juvenile Justice and Child Protec-

tion 11-19(1992} (report to the Judicial Council of California),

and citationstherein. Practical descriptionsofthe New Zealand
family group conferences ¢can be found in RicHARD WiLOOX ET

AL., FamiLy Decrsion MAkKING/FaMILY Grour CONFERENCES:

Pracrimioners’ ViEws (1991).

Z80e Melton, supra note 121, at 7-11 and citationstherein, The
system is succinctly described in a monograph by the Scorrisn
Orrice, Twenty ONE YEARS oF CHILDREN'S HEARINGS (1992).
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'B8ee, e.g, Howard A, Davidson, Improving the Judicial Han-
dling of Civil Child Malireatment Cases, in Famiies N Court
78-80 (Meredith Hofford ed., 1989); Bernard Mayer, Media-
fion in Child Protection Cases: The Impact of Third-Pany
Irservention on Parental Compliance Attitudes, MEDiaTion Q.,
Summer 1989, at 89; Margaret Shaw & W. Patrick Phear,
Innovation in Dispute Resolution: Case Status Conferences for
Child Protection and Placemens Proceedings in the State of
Connecticut, 29 Fam, & Conciuarion Crs. Rev. 270 (1991);
Nancy Thoenes, Mediation and the Dependency Court: The
Controversy and Three Counts’ Experience, 29 Fam. & Conecr-
amioN Crs. Rev, 246 (1991).

14 See genenaily NatT'LINsT, JUST. J., Aug, 1992 (symposium issue
on community policing), Jerome H. Skolnick & David H.
Bayley, Theme and Variation in Community Policing, in 10
CrvE ANDJusTICE: A REVIEWOF RESEARCH (pp. 1-37) (Michael
Tonry & Norval Morris eds., 1988) (describing community
policing efforts invarious jurisdictions in the United States and
abroad).

#Skolnick & Bayley, supra note 124, at 10.
12614
ZBennett & Iavrakas, supra note 89,

1ZMicton 8. EisENHOWER FounDATION, YoutH INVESTMENT
AND Cospvuntry REconsTRUCTION: STREET LESsoNs on DIRUGS
AND CrvE FOR THE NvETES: EXECUTIVE SUuMmary 10 (1990).

1%]d. (emphasis in the original).

1¥}d. at 11. Consistent with the general strategy proposed by
the Foundation, it proposed establishment of a Youth Invest-
ment Corporation with $500 million startup.

BlSee, .., Douctas J, BestAarov, CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
REePORTING aND INvEsTIGATION: POLicY GuiDErmEs FOrR DEC-
s1ON MAkmNG 6-7 & 15 (1988) (report of a consensus conference
sponsored by the American Bar Association, the American
Enterprise Institute, and the American Public Welfare Asso-
ciation, recommending greater specificity in standards for child
abuse and neglect, with alimitation of reports to cases in which
serious harm has or could have occurred).

132The Board recognizes that the helping function of CPS has
been rejuvenated insome jurisdictions, aswas iliustrated by our
visit to Hennepin County, Minnesota. At the same time,
though, the Board belicves that the policy structures that result
in the overemphasis on investigation must be changed if sus-
tained, large-scale improvement in the level of protection for
children is to occur.

13 8ee, e.g., (Gail 8. Goodman et al., Testifying in Criminal Coun,
57 (No. 5) MONOGRAPHS OF THE Soc"y FOR RESEARCH (N CHILD
Dev. 1 (1992); Gail 5. Goodman et at., Child Witneses and the
Confrontation Clause: The American Psychological Association
Briefin Maryland v. Craig, 15 Law & Hum. BEHav. 13 (1990),
Desmond K. Runyan et al., fmpact of Legal Intervention on

Sexually Abused Children, 113 J. Pepiatrics 647 (1988). Al-
though the civil (family court) process appears to be relatively
benign, the dispositions that the court may adopt also canry
risks. See Gary B. Meiton, Child Protection: Making o Bad
Situation Worse?, 35 Contemp. Psycror. 213 (1990) (reviewing
ProTmECTING CHILDREN FROM ABUSE AND NEGLECT (Douglas
Besharov ed., 1988) and MicCHAEL S. WALD ET AL, PROTECTING
ApusED aND NEGLECTED CHILDREN (1988)).

'*See, e.g., Gary B. Melton, Childrenas Partners for Justice: Next
Steps for Developmenialists, 57 (No. 5) MONOGRAPHS OF THE
Soc'y ror REsEaRCHIN CHILD DEV. 153 (1992); James M. Peters
et al., Why Prasecute Child Abuse?, 345, Dak. L. REv. 649
(1989).

As noted supra, law enforcement officers involved in com-
munity policing often know families on their beatswell enough
toknowwhen helpis needed, and theyoften are trusted enough
that they can offer considerable direct suppert to children and
families. As alsodiscussed supra, the justice systemcan playan
important role in building neighborhood responsibility and
cohesion.

'%In cases of the third type, the principal purpose of court
actionis topursue the societalinterest in retribution. Itislikely,
however, that such serious cases of abuse are ones in which the
societal interest in the pursuit of justice is compatible with the
child victim’s interests, See Peters et al., supra note 134,

WSee supra note 50.

¥See, e.g., Richard Famularo et al., Parental Compliance in
Court-Ordered Treatment Interventions in Cases of Child Mal-
weatment, 13 Cunp Apuse & NecLect 507 (1989); Ana M.
Irueste-Montes & Francisco Montes, Courr-Ordered Versus
Voluntary Treatment of Abusive and Neglectful Parents, 12
Crvmp Aeuse & NecLect 33 (1988); David Wolfe et al., The
Impornance of Adjudication in the Treatrnent of Child Abusers:
Some Preliminary Findings, 4 Comp Asuse & NEecLecT 127
(1980).

1¥8ee, €8, Davip B. Wexier & Bruce J. Wnick, Essays ™
THERAPEUTIC JURISPRUDENCE (1991); Jeffrey A. Klotz et al,
Cognitive Restructuring Through Law: A Therapeutic Jurispri-
dence Approach to Sex Offenders and the Plea Process, 15 U,
Pucer Souwp L. REv, 579 (1992).

18ur see Seth Kalichman & Cheryl L. Brosig, The Effects of
Statutory Requiremenis on Child Maltreatment Reporting: A
Comparison of Two State Laws, 62 AM. J. ORTHOPSYCHIATRY
284 (1992).

MiSee Ross EATMAN & JosePHINE BULKLEY, PROTECTING CHILD
VicTiv/WITNEssEs: SaMPLE Laws AND MATERIALS (1986).

2Melton, supra note 134.
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“¥The controversy about the proper role of guardians ad litem
is discussed and guidance for attorneys working with children
is provided in Joun E. B. Myers & Nancy W, Perry, CHILD
Wrness Law anp Pracnice 1-52 (1987). Cf Gary B.Mclton &
Susan Limber, Psychologists’ Involvernent in Cases of Child
Maltreatment: Limits of Role and Expertise, 44 Am. PsycHOLO-
eisT 1225 (1989) (discussing the psychology and ethics of
interaction with parties in child protection cases).

See also Beth Waid, Perspective, THE CoNNecTioN [Newsletter
of the National CASA Association] (Spring 1991), at 2 (la-
menting the frequency with which, contrary to law, guardians
ad litem are not appointed in civil child protection cases).

“Donald N. Duquette & Sarah H. Ramsay, Represeriation of
Children in Child Abuse and Neglect Cases: An Empirical Look
at What Constitutes Effective Representation, 20 U. Mich. J. L.
Rerorm 341 (1987).

38ee Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention,
C48A: Court Appointed Special Advocate for Children...A
Child’s Voice in Court, Juv. Just. BuLr. No. NCJ 111392 (1987
& update).

"L arry Condelli, National Evaluation of the Impact of Guard-
ians ad Litem in Child Abuse or Neglect Judicial Proceedings:
Executive Summary (n.d).

"“"Much has been learned about children’s understanding of
legal concepts and their skills as witness. Unfortunately,
though, experimental research on the effects of various proce-
dures or programs on children’s satisfaction with the legal
process is nonexistent. For a review, see Gary B. Melton,
Children as Legal Actors, in HanpBook oF PsycnoLoGy aND
Law 275 (Dorothy K. Kagehiro & William S. Laufer eds.,
1991); see also Melton, supra note 132. Legislative authority for
such work now exists in the Missing Children's Assistance Act,
42US.C. § 5775(a)(6).

For a discussion of the significance, pursuant to the U.N.
Conventicn on the Rights of the Child, for child protection
efforts of aconcernwith children's dignity, see GGary B. Melton,
Preserving the Dignity of Children Around the World: The UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 15 Crmp ABusk &
Neciect 343 {1991).

88oe AMERICAN BAR Ass'N PrESIDENT'S WORKING (GRP. ON THE
UNMET LeGal NEEDSOF CHILDREN & THEIR F AMILIES, AMERICA'S
Crupren AT Risk: A NATIONAL AGENDA FOR LEGAL ACTION
(1993).

WOF course, such factors also often are involved even in
maltreatment that is fully intentional.

1%8¢e, £.g., Malcolm Bush & Andrew C. Gordon, Client Choice
and Bureaucratic Accountability: Possibilities for Responsive-
ness in a Social Welfare Bureaucracy, 34 (No. 2) J. Soc. Tssues
22 (1978); Malcolm Bush et al., Evaluating Child Welfare
Sewvices: A Contribution from the Clients, 51 Soc. SErv. REv.
491 (1977). High caseloads, combined with the need to spend

most time on investigations and related paperwork, often
prevent caseworkers from frequent contact with children in
their charge. See House SeLEcT Comm. oN CHILDREN, YOUTH,
& FAMILIES, ABGSED CHILDRENIN AMERICA: VIcTIMs oF DFFICIAL
NecLect 84-87 (1987).

5 Although turnover is reduced by strong training, supervi-
sion, and other staff support programs, staff vacancies in CPS
as a result of worker resignations are a major problem in many
States. See, e.g, Letter from Jane Mellgren, personnei officer,
Nebraska Department of Social Services (Dec. 15, 1992} (indi-
cating that turnover in CPS in Nebraska has averaged about
50% higher than in other DSS units, although the discrepancy
may have been eliminated after an inlensive pre-service train-
ing program was instituted).

152The child's guardian is also often the parents’ caseworker, 50
that the guardian has multiple “clients.” Moreover, the guard-
ian may be constrained by agency policy from obtaining oreven
advocating for particular services that he or she believes to be
in the child’s best interests. Even when there is no conflict in
principle, the fact that guardians sometimes have many wards
and other responsibilities means that they often cannot devote
the time needed to know individual children well. See supra
note 150.

1**Fhis right has been recognized by the international commu-
nity in the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child, art. 12.
Ttunderlies the need for redesign of the justice systemto ensure
thatchildren are partners--rather than objects—-in legal actions
that result in whole or in part from the maltreatment that they
are known or alleged to have experienced.

1%The requirement that States exercise reasonable efforts to
achieve permanency for the child is found in 42 US.C. §
671(a)(15).

BNamoNaL Coun. of Juv. & Fam. Cr. JubcEs, CHILD WELF.
LEAGUE OF AM. YoutH Law Crr., & NaT’e Ctr FOR YouTHL.,
Making ReasoNaBLE EFFoRTs: STEPS FOR KEEPING FAMILIES
TocersER 8 (n.d.) [hereinafter Nationar Counci].

1%35ee Mark Hardin, Reinventing the Juvenile Court Depen-
dency Unit (June 1992} (paper presented in San Francisco ata
symposium of the Consortium on Children, Families, and the
Law and the Committee on Family Relations, 2020 Vision
Project, Judicial Council of California).

1%¢e, e.g., Standardsof Judicial Administration Recommended
by the Judicial Council of California, Car. Cr. R. app.div. I R.
24 (West 1993); NamionaL Councr, supra note 153, at 41-59,
NamionaL CoUNCIL of JUuveNILE aND FaMILy CoURT JUDGES,
ProtocoL FOR MAxmnG REAsoNaBLE EFFORTS TO PRESERVE
Famuies m DruG-REeLaten Depenpency Cases (1992); Fami-
lies in Court: Recommendations from a National Symposium,
in Famises v Courr 1, 6 Recommendation 8(B) (Meredith
Hofford ed., 1989) (symposium sponsored by the National
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the American
Bar Association Center on Children and the Law, the National
Center for State Courts, and the National Judicial Council);
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Leonard P. Edwards, The Juvenile Court and the Role of the
Juvenile Court Judge, 43 Juv. & Fam. Cr. J,, No. 2 (1992), at 1,
25-32. See also Melton, supra note 20, at ___ (recommending
an activist stance of community leadership and corollarychanges
in court structure as means of development of community
responsibility for the welfare of children).

1%¥The support for the ocourts included in proposed family
preservation legislation, H.R. 2141 (1993}, tit. 13212, would be
a step in the right direction.

**Of course, provision also needs to be made for accountability
ofthe court itself. For example, Judge Betty Friedlander of the
New York Family Court (Ithaca) has instituted a series of
procedures in her court that are designed to build citizen
confidence in the court, ensure its accountability, and provide
for vigorous advocacy for children. With as much openness as
possible, she has provided for ongoing citizen review of her
court (in part through a formal advisory board), and she has
maintained frequent reviews of all children in foster care,
including those who had been placed voluntarily by their
parents. She insists on zealous representation of children,
including continuing access by and to an attorney as long as the
child is under court jurisdiction. Although the increased cost
of representation was resisted initially by State authorities, the
legislature ultimately instituted full hearings, including post-
disposition reviews, on afl voluntary placements, because such
hearings and the advocacy that they engendered appeared to
reduce the use of foster care and, therefore, the expenditures
by the State. Betty Friedlander, Remarks to a Symposium of
the Consortiumon Children, Families, and the Law at the State
Universtty of New York at Buffalo (July 11, 1992).

194 preference for diversion of most child protection cases
from the courts has been expressed by many judicial commen-
tators. See, e.g., Edwards, supra note 157, at 13,27, and citations
therein. Advocates of that position tend also to argue, how-
ever, that the court should supervise or at least monitor the
alternative system of dispute resolution and the dispositions
that result from it. 4. Accordingly, a policy promoting diver-
sion can facilitate the investment of time necessary for courts
to assume roles of leadership and monitoring in the child
protection system. At the same time, such a policy should
diminish the allocation of an unduly large proportion of case-
workers' time to court proceedings and related investigation
and preparation.

118ee Youngberg v. Romeo, 457 U.S. 307 (1982); see also
Melton, supra note 147 (discussing the significance for child
protection of the U.N, Convention on the Rights of the Child}.

¥eShaney v. Winnebago Co. Dep’t of Soc. Servs., 489 U S.
189 (1989).

8Suter v. Artist M., 112 5.C1. 1360 (1992).

15489 U.S. at 212-13 (Blackmun, J., dissenting). Justice
Blackmun’s righteous approach to the problem of child mal-
treatment was seen again in his dissent in Artist v. Suter M., in
which he reminded his colleaguesthat “after all, we are dealing
with chjldren.” 112 8.Ct. at 1377.

'“*Such a provision was included in the family preservation bill
that Congress passed inconjunction with the urban aid package
and other costly programs late in 1992, but President Bush
vetoed the bill (primarily because of objection to other provi-
sions). Perhaps even moredisturbing than the decisioninAntist
M wasthat the United States (under the Bush Administration)
and the Attorneys General of many of the States filed amicus
curiae briefs urging the Supreme Court to find no private right
of action under the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare
Act.

1%Perhaps the most important functions of the Federal courts
have been to protect the rights of powerless and vulnerable
groups and to express the moral values embedded in the
Constitution. See, eg, Joun ELy, DEMocCRACY AND DisTRUST
(1980); Robert A, Burt, Pennhurst: 4 Parable, in In THE INTER-
esT OF CHIEDREN: ADvocaCy, Law REFORM, aND PusLic Poucy
264,336-51 (Robert H. Mnookin ed., 1985); ¢f. Gary B, Melton
& Michael J. Saks, The Law as an Instrument of Socialization
and Social Structure, in 33 NEB. Symp. o MoTrvaTion: THE Law
AS A BEHAVIORAL INSTRUMENT 233, 251-68 (Gary B. Melton ed.
1985) (describing the effects of law as a moral educator an-
nouncing the norms of the community). Recognizing this point
in other contexts, Congress has acted to establish legal advo-
cacy groups and 1o provide such agencies or the 11.S. Depart-
ment of Justice with standing to file actions on behalf of
vulnerable populations. E.g, Civil Rights of Institutionalized
Persons Act,42 U.S.C. §§ 1977 etseq.; Developmental Disabili-
ties Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. §§6000 et seq.;
Protection and Advocacy for Mentally Il Individuals Act, 42
U.S.C. §§ 10801 et seq.

161Pub, L. No. 102-586, § 285(b)(2)(F), 106 Stat. 4891, 5008
(1992} {10 be codified at 42 U.S.C, § 5667c(b)(2)(F)).

1¥%0e, e.g, MALFRD GRUDE FLEKKBY, A VOICE FOR CHILDREN:
SeEAKING OuT S THER OMBUDSMAN (1991); Gary B. Melion,
Lessons from Norway: The Children's Ombudsman as a Voice
Jor Children, 23 Case W. Res. J. InT'L L. 197 (1991); Models for
Monitoring the Protection of Children’s Rights (MAlfrid Grude
Flekkay ed., 1991) (reporting the work of a UNICEF study

group).

1]n that regard, the Supreme Court’s assumption that school
disciplinary practices are fully open to public scrutiny-an
assumption that underlay the Court’s holding that severe
corporal punishment by school officials does not viclate the
Eighth Amendment; Ingraham v. Wright, 430 11.5. 651, 670
(1975)--may have been disingenuous.

"paul Lerman, Child Protection and QOut-of-Home Care:
System Reforms and Regulating Placements 90-137 (1992)
{(paper prepared for the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse
and Neglect). The Board recognizes that the rate of child
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maltreatment inout-of-home settings appcars tobe lower than
in families. Nonetheless, the State bears an affirmative duty to
ensure the safety of settings in which children are in State
custody (e.g., foster care) or in which State care or controf is
exetcised (e.g., schools and day care centers).

"Daly & Dowd, supra note 116..

' erman, supra note 170, at 128-32. See, eg,, David Fanshel
et al,, Fosier Children in Life-Course Perspective: The Casey
Family Program Experience, 68 ChiLn WEeLE. 467 (1989); David
Fanshel et al., Modes of Exit from Family Foster Care and
Adjustment at Time of Departure of Children with Unsiable Life
Histories, 68 Cvoo WeLF, 391 (1989).

"See, e.8., DAVID FINKELHOR ET AL., NURSERY CRIMES! SEXUAL
Asuse ¥ Day Care (1988); Leslie Margolin, In their Parerus’
Absence: Sexual Abuse in Child Care, Vioitence UprpaTE, May
1993, at 1; Nolan Rindfleisch & Michael Nunno, Progress and
Issues in the Implemeniation of the 1984 Out-of-Flome Care
Protection Amendment, 16 CriLpApust & NeaLecT693 (1992);
Lerman, supra note 170, at 105-09. The majority of States do
not report data on suspected chitd abuse and neglect and its
rate of substantiation in institutional settings. K. a1 99-100,

"™Broadening the standards for licensure of day care programs
has been shown to increase the quality of care. Deborah
Phillips et al., The Sacial Policy Coniext of Child Care: Fffects
on Quality, 20 Am. J. Communimy Psychor. 25 (1992).

Whaniel Hogan, The Effectiveness of Licensing: History, Evi-
dence and Recommendations, 7 Law & Hus. Bexav. 117
(1983).

1%8ee, e.g., ProrEssional RespoxsmiLies, supra note 30,

"Programs of concern include, among others, educational and
child care programs for military dependents and Native Ameri-
cans, detention facilities for minors who are undocumented
aliens, and correctional facilities for juveniles accused or con-
victed of Federal offenses.

I™S¢e, e.g., Flores v, Meese, 681 F, Supp. 665 (C.D. Del. 1988),
revid subnom. Floresby Galvez-Maldonada v, Meese, 934 F.2d
991 (9th Cir. 1991), reinstated en banc, 942 F.2d 1352 (9th Cir.
1991), rev’d subnom. Renov. Flores, 1138.Ct. 1439(1993). See
especially 681 F. Supp. at 666-67 (describing routine strip
scarches of juvenile aliens detained by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service) and 113 5.Ct. a1 1460 (dissenting opin-
ion)}{noting concessionby the INS thatjuvenile alienshad been
cenfined in “deplotable” conditions).

45 the Board uses the term, the child protection systemt includes
but is not limited to Child Protective Services (CPS) or State
and County child welfare agencies. Other compenents of the
child protection system include law enforcement (including
prosecutots), education, public health, mental health, court,
and private non-profit agencies and organizations--all of the
sectors of society that are or should be involved in (a) the

prevention, investigation, adjudication, or treatment of child
abuse and neglect or (b) the deveiopment and diffusion of
knowledge necessary to fulfill such functions.

88y recognizing collective responsibility for the protection of
children, the Board took steps in the first two recommenda-
tions of its first report toward a conceptualization of the child
protection system as ultimately coextensive with socicty as a
whole:

1. The Board urges each citizen to recognize that a serious
emergency related 10 the maltreatment of children exists within
American society and 1o join with all other citizens in resolving
tha iis continued existence is intolerable.

2. The Boord urges each citizen to demand that his or her elected
officials arall levels publicly acknowledge that the American child
proiection emergency exists and, having so acknowledged this
emergency, take whatever steps are necessary...fo rehabilitate the
nation’s child protection system. EMERGENCY, supra note 4,at 44,

Consistent with its view of the personal responsibility of all
adults, the Board's recommendations extended beyond gov-
ernment and the formal service system 1o the media and
voluntary, religious, civic, philanthropic, and business organi-
zations.

BICReATING CARING (COMMUNITIES, sturpa note 7, at 147,
¥2Pelion, supra note 84, at 4.

¥Child Abuse, Domestic Violence, Adoption, and Family
Services Act of 1992, Pub. L. 102-295, 106 Stat. 187.

"This situation would be rectified in part by adoption of
pending Federal legislation for support of family preservation
services.

1858ee Dravid S. Hargrove & Gary B, Melton, Block Granis and
Rural Mental Health Services, 8 J. RuraL Cow. PsycuoL. 4

{1987},
18CREATING CARING (COMMUNITIES, Supra note 7, at 151,

1¥The Board’s own recommendation, id. at 130-34, was for
multiple funding strecams that are blended at the Federal leve!
as the product of a single State plan (“one-stop shopping”)
integrating diverse elements of a comprehensive child protec-
tion system.

1BGENRERAL Accounting OFFIcE, INTEGRATING HUMAN SER-
vices: LiINkING AT-Risk FAMIEIES wiTH SER vICES MORE Success-
FuLL THAN SystEm REForM EFFoRrTs (Sept. 1992).

188ee, e.g., FAMILY IMPACT SEMINAR, COORDINATION, COLLABO-
RATION, INTEGRATION! STRATEGIES FOR SERVING FAMILIES MORE
ErrecTiviLy {1990); Inspector Gen., Dep'ToF HEALTH& Hum.
SeRrvs., SERVICES INTEGRATION: A TWENTY-YEAR RETROSPEC-
TIvE {Jan. 1991); ELE WARD, SERVICE INTEGRATION: CHALLENG-
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NG SysTEMS O MEET FAMILIES NEEDs (1992); Patricia Schene,
Coordination of Funding ProrectcCripren{Summer 1991),
at 17; Martha R. Burt et al., Comprehensive Service Integra-
tion Programs for At Risk Youth: Final Report (Dec. 1992)
{report by the Urban Institute pursuant to Contract No. HHS-
100-92-0005).

1% S1ate Agencies Join Forces to Strengthen Families and Chil-
dren: NBI Program to Begin this Fall, PReveNTIVE TRENDS: New
DrecTions i Fam, & Crnnren Servs. [N.Y. State Dep't of
Soc. Servs. newsletter], Oct. 1990, at 1.

#¥IN.Y. Exec. Law §§ 548a-348h (McKinney 1993). This
program was initially called the Neighborhood Based Initia-
tive, butwas changed to Neighborhood Based Alliance in 1993,

1%2The Inspector General, supra note 187, has noted that “[t]he
history of the many SI [services integration] demonstration
projects funded over the years is that once the demonstration
funding has run out, the integrative elements have receded or
disappeared altogether.” Jd. at 5.

1938ee generallyHAROLDSEIDMAN, PoLrmics, Posmion, aND POWER:
The DynNasacs oF FEDERAL OrGanizaTion (3d ed. 1930).

MM CREATING CARMNG COMMUNITIES, sipra note 7.
1957d. at 148.
%14, at 141-46.

1978ee Anne Cohn Donnelly, Healthy Families.America,21 (No.
2) Cuipren Topay 25 (1992).

%Marian Wright Edelman, Leave No Child Behind, in
CHILDREN'S DeErENSE FUND, THE STATE OF AMERICA'S CHILDREN
1992 (1992), at vii, xii.

191d. at xiil.
Mid. at xiv (emphasis added).

PResearch on the dramatic decline in tobacco use in the
United States also suggests the difficultyof the challenge ahead
if the Nation is to adopt safer attitudes and behavior in relation
to children. Although the prevalence of smoking has de-
creased, that drop has occurred to the greatest extent among
educated people, and the rate of smoking has changed Jeast
among the people with the most other problems. Karl E.
Bauman, On the Fuiure of Applied Smoking Research: Is It Up
in Smoke?, 82 Am. J. Pue. HEALTH 14 (1992). For example,
three-fourths of school dropouts smeke. Phyllis L. Pirie et al,,
Smaking Prevalence in a Cohort of Adolescents, Including Ab-
sentees, Dropouts, and Transfers, 78 Am. J. Pub. HEALTH 176
{1988). The decline in smoking among pregnant women has
been specificto college-educated woemen. Joel C. Kleinman &
Andrea Kopstein, Smoking During Pregnancey, 1967-80,77 Am.
J. Pus. Heatt 823 (1987). In short, research on smoking

indicates that broad change in attitudes about a particular
practice is possible, but it alsc suggests that such change is
difficult to engineer among the groups least advantaged.

22 A1ETHA C. HUSTON ET AL., BiG WORLD, SMaLL ScREEN: THE
RoLE oF TELEVISION IN AMERICAN SoctEry 52-57 (1992) (report
ofatask force of the American Psychological Association), and
citations therein.

Cox News Service, Networks Will Limit Violence, LinooLn
JOURNAL-STAR, Dec. 12, 1992, at Al. The statement by the
major networks can be found in Tue ProBiem oF MEDlA
VioLENCE AND CHILDREN'S BeHaVIOR 3 (1993) (Occasional
Papers of the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foun., No. 7).

MThe need for education of professionals is illustrated by a
recent survey of physicians, which showed that a large propor-
tion of primary care physicians recommend corporal punish-
ment. K. F. McCormick, Attitudes of Primary Care Physicians
Toward Corporal Punishment, 267 JAMA 3161 (1992).

& Another Good Go at Gun Amnesty, LIvcoLN JourNaL, May 5,
1993, at17. Asasymbolof peace, the guns turned intothe police
have been melted down and are being sculpted into a fountain
twenty-five feet high, Id.

Dwuright prohibisions of corporal punishraenit have occurred in
Auwustria, Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden, and similar
legislation is being considered in Bolivia, Canada, the Ewopean
Cammunity, Gernmany, and Scotland. Peter Newell, Testimony
Before the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse & Neglect at a
Hearing in Chicago on International Perspectives on a New
Strategy for Child Protectionin the United Staies (Aug. 29,1992},

P]d. See generally CALoUsTE GULBENKIAN Foun., ONE ScaNDaL
Too Many: THE Case For COMPREHENSIVE PROTECTION FOR
CHILDREN N ALL SETTINGS (1993) (proposing child protection
reform, including measures against corporal punishment, in
the United Kingdom).

2%RoserT J. RUBEL & Nancy C. AmEes, REDUCING ScHOOL
CRIME AND STUDENT MISBEHAVIOR: A PROBLEM-SOLVING STRAT-
EGY (1986), at 2 (National Institute of Justice publication ¢iting
the Safe School Study sponsored by the National Institute of
Education}.

X id. at 13 and 15. Students who report fear at school typically
have experienced violence themselves, Lisa D. Basman &
Bruce M. Tayior, ScHooL CrIME: A NATIONAL CRIME VICTIM-
1zaTioN SURVEY REPORT 9 (Sept. 1991) (report of the Bureau of
Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice).

2R uBEL & AMES, supra note 208, at 18-20.

ALA remarkable decrease in student aggression--along with a
decrease in truancy and vandalism and an increase in student
satisfaction--was achieved by a national campaign against bul-
lying in Norway that included curricular materiais and mental
health consultation in the schools and a booklet sent 1o every
household in the country. See Dan Olweus, Victimization
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Among Schoolchildren: Intervention and Prevention, inTMprov-
w6 CrmpREN's Lives: GLoBRAL PERSPECTIVES ON PREVENTION
(George W. Albee et al. eds. 1991).

UNational Committee for Preventionof Child Abuse, NCPCA
Releases New Data from Annual Fifty State Survey and Public
Opinion Poll, NCPCA Memorandum {Apr. 1992), at 1.

#*The ambiguity emanates from both the especially complex
causation of sexual abuse and the particularly acute conflictsin
policy in regard to punishment of sexual offenders (but not
other offenders) against children and protection of children
from harm.

#¥In a discussion that the Board held with news and entertain-
ment producers in Los Angeles (Apr. 1992), one producer
spoke with some exasperation about hiseffortsto developsuch
public service announcements, which television stations re-
fused 1o play.

igee Klotz, supra note 139,

MDavip FInkewoR, Cvp Sexuar Asuse: New THEORY aND
Researcu 12-13 (1984),

Bifd, at 11.
wfd

MAlmast one-half of cases in the second National Incidence
Survey imvolved families of color. Elizabeth D. Jones & Karen
McCurdy, The Links Between Types of Maltreatrnentand Demo-
graphic Characeristics of Children, 16 Cunp Asusk & NEGLECT
201, 208 (1992).

27ill Korbin, Sociocultural Factors in Child Maltreatment 27-
40 (1992) (paper prepared for the U.S, Advisory Board on
Child Abuse and Neglect); Pelton, supra note 39, at 30-31; f.
Melvin N. Wilson, Child Maltreatrnent in the African-American

ity in CHiLp ABUSE, CHILD DEVELOPMENT, AND SOCIAL
Poucy 213 (Dante Cicchetti & Sheree L. Toth eds., 1993)
(arguing that extended-family ties serve as a buffer against
child maltreatment among African-Americans).

ZiSee, e.g, Robert L. Hampton & Eli H. Newberger, Child
Abuse Incidence and Reporting by Hospitals: The Significance
of Sevenity, Class, and Race, 75 Am. J. Pub, HEaLTH 56 (1985).

Discriminatory patterns have been particularly acute in State
authorities’ response to problems of childrearing associated
with parental substance abuse. In aprevalence studyin Pinellas
County (St. Petersburg), Florida, black women were found to
be ten times more likely than white women to be reported to
authorities when they were shown to be using illegal substances
while pregnant. Ira J. Chasnoff et al., The Prevalence of Hllicit-
Drug or Alcohol Use During Pregnancy and Discrepancies in
Mandasory Reporting in Pinellas County, Florida, 322 Nrw ENG,
J. MEp. 1202 (1990). Similarly, twenty-two of the first twenty-
three pregnant substance-abusing women arrested in Greenville
County, South Carolina (one of the jurisdictions using that

approach most frequently), were black, and the twenty-third
gavebirthtoa biracialchild. Cindi Ross Scoppe, Subcommittee
Delays Action on Drug-Addicted Baby Bill, Tve StaTe (Colum-
bia, §.C.), Mar. 15, 1993, at 2B. Cf (LARICE WALKER ©T AL,
Parentat DROG ABUSE AND AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN N
FosteR CARE: IssUES AND STUDY FINDINGs { 1991} (showing that
black children of substance abusing parents typically stay in
foster care for long periods of time).

2Census, supra note 11, at 39-41, tables no. 41, 42, & 44.

2 For useful examples of ways that child protection activities
can build on “natural” communication patterns, helping net-
works, and activity settings, see Susan P, Limber & Patricia Y.
Hashima, The Sodial Comtext: What Comes Naturally in Child
Protection, in TowarRD a CHILD-CENTERED, NEIGHBORHOOD-
Basep Crip ProTeCTiON SYSTEM (Gary B. Melton ed. forth-
coming) [ hereinafter System]; Clifford R.O’'Donnelletal., The
Cross-Cultural Contexs: What Can Be Leamed from Commu-
nity Development Projects, in System, supra,

2Levine & Levine, supra note 70, at _ -

%ee Algea O. Harrison et al., Family Ecologies of Ethnic
Minarity Children, 61 Cunp Deyv. 347 (1990).

See, e.g., TheresaD. LaFromboise et al., Counseling Interven-
sion and American Indian Tradition: An Integrative Approach,
18 CounseLnG PsycHoLOGIST 628 (1990).

218ee generally US. Apvisory BOARD ON CHILD ABUSE AND
NEeaiecr, The CoNtmnumG Crien PRoTECTION EMERGENCY: A
CHALLENGE TO THE NaTION 138-70 (1993} (summary of a Board
symposium ort A New Child Protection Strategy: Creating and
Maintaining Caring and Inclusive Communities).

2, at 31,

B%ee, e.g., CREATING CARING COMMUNITIES, supra note 7, at 105-
16, 123-24. A recent panel of the National Research Council on
reached similar conclusions about problems in Federal capac-
ity and responsiveness to needs for research on child maltreat-
ment. PANEL, supra note 4, at 8:1-8:22.

®The executive summaries of these papers are included in
Appendix C to this repori. The authors were (1) James
Garbarino and Kathleen Kostelny (neighborhood programs),
(2) Jill E. Korbin (sociocultural factors), (3) Paul Lerman
(instituticnal regulation), (4) Leroy H. Pelton {material sup-
port),(5) Ross A. Thompson (social support), and (6} David A.
Wolle (treatment).

BSysTEM, supra note 223,

BThese repotts are forthcoming in a special issue of J. Cun,
CruLp PsycHoL.

3R oss A. THOMPSON, SOCIAL SUPPORT AND THE PREVENTION OF
CHito MALTREATMENT 11 (1992) (PAPER PREPARED FOR THE LS,
Apvisory Boarp on CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT),
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BUSer, 6, LETTER FROM DEANNE TiLToN Durreg, CHAIRPER-
soN, U.S. ADvisory Boarp oN CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, TO
Josern MoTToLA, AcTiNG CoOMMISSIONER, ADMINISTRATION ON
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FaMiLIEs (JuLy 12, 1993) (COMMENTING
ON ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FaMiugs, CHiro Asuse
AND NEGLECT PREVENTION AND TREATMENT PRIORITIES FOR FIscar
Year 1993, 58 Fep. REG. 28021 (1993)).
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IV. CONSISTENCY OF THE NEW NATIONAL STRATEGY WITH
OTHER REFORM EFFORTS

Althoughthe Boardisadvocating large-scale change,
the approach is consistent with that employed in
local programs that have become nationally recog-
nized for their work. Researchers at the Center for
Youth Research at the University of Hawaii sur-
veyed a panel of nationally recognized experts to
determine exemplary community programs for fam-
ily support, most commonly for the purpose of
prevention of child abuse and neglect.? The 21
programs identified had many fcatures in common,
They typically offered both prevention and treat-
ment services that:

- strengthen family and community supports and
connections;

- treat parents as vital contributors to child growth
and development;

-create opportunities for parents to fecl empowered
to act on their own behalf;

- tespect the integrity of the family unit and serve it
holistically;

- enhance parents’ capacities to foster the optimal
development of their children and themselves;

- are programmatically sensitive to the cultural,
ethnic, religious, social, and economic characteris-
tics of the community;

- establish linkages with community support sys-
tems;

- provide settings where parents and children can
gather, interact, support, and lcarn from each other;

» enhance coordination and intcgration of services
needed by families;

-enhance community awareness of the importance
of healthy parenting practices;

- provide 24-hour emergency support when parents
and children nced help.®

Most of the programs studied by the University of
Hawaii group were not only neighborhood-based
and family-focused but also childcentered. They
involved direct services to children and adolescents
themselves as well as parents and whole families,
The views of children and adolescents themselves
were solicited in the design of programs and family
service plans.

Although the University of Hawaii study is particu-
larly notable for its analysis of particular neighbor-
hood-based programs, the general approach of the
programs studied typifics service integration in a
varicty of domains.®’ It also is consistent with the
recommendations of a myriad of national commis-
sions and initiatives in recent years.”®

Pcrhaps most notably, the general emphasis on
broad-based family support and casy accessibility
and availability of primary and secondary preven-
tionis compatible with the thrust of the recommen-
dations of the National Commission on Child Wel-
fare and Family Preservation,™ an initiative of the
American Public Welfare Association (APWA) --
recommendations that were incorporated in prin-
ciple into the report of the National Commission on
Children.?® Suchan emphasisis alsoconsistent with
longer-standing community developmentinitiatives,
many newer early childhood education programs
(including preschool programs for young children
with disabilities and their families), and new initia-
tives for school-based services.

ENDNOTES

M Kathleen Wilson, Exemplary Neighborhood-based Programs,
in System, supra note 223, at __.

2id, at .

¥8e¢ supra notes 188-89 and accompanying text.

BECee Working Toward An Agenda for Change: A Summary,
ProtecTing CHILDREN (Summer 1991), at 21.
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BNamoNaL Comm'N oN CHILD WELF. & Fam. PRESERvATION,
A CommrrvENT TO CHANGE: RECOMMENDATIONS (n.d.).

“Bevonn RHETORIC, supm note 12, at 294-97.
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V. PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW
NATIONAL STRATEGY

Throughout this report, we have emphasized the
importance of strengthening neighborhoods, ensur-
ing material supports, and promoting the involve-
ment of families, including fathers, in watchfulness
foreach other’s families. Assuming these points, we
now provide five general principles for program
development consistent with the new national strat-
egy for child protection. The five principles pre-
sented here are discussed in detail below.

A. The hallmark of the child protection
system should be that help needed to prevent
child abuse and neglect or ameliorate its
effects is easily available and accessible.

B. Child protection activities should include
a focus on increasing connectedness among

people.

C. Child protection activities should include
a focus on development of actual and self-
perceived competence of parents.

D. Child protection activities should include
a focus on development of actual and self-
perceived competence of neighbors as
helpers.

E. A special focus on prevention of child
maltreatment should occur at developmental
transitions, especially birth and adolescence,

A, THE HALLMARK OF THE CHILD
PROTECTION SYSTEM SHOULD BE
THAT HELP NEEDED TO PREVENT
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT OR
AMELIORATE ITS EFFECTS IS EASILY
AVAILABLE AND ACCESSIBLE.

This principle is one that should be self-evident but
that unfortunately has long been missing from the
child protection system. It is based on the defini-
tional premise that the purpose of the child protec-
tion system should be to protect children from harm
and the normative beliefs that (1) fulfillment of this
purpose should be a matter of high priority and (2)
parents should not have to be subjected to proce-
dures that are or seem punitive when they seek help.

The principle of easy availability and accessibility
alsoisbased on several general findings of empirical
research. First, most troubled families accept help
when it is consumer-oriented -- when families are
provided with choices of services delivered where
they are (in “natural” neighborhood settings like
home and school) in a manner that is culturally

compatible, nonstigmatizing, and related to the prob-

lems and goals identified by the families them-
selves,?! Although such freedom may notbe appro-
priate for a parent who seriously injures a child, it
may be the most effective means of engaging par-
ents overwhelmed with problems and reported for
lack of supervision of their children or families with
multiple problems who are at high risk.

Second, the most successful responses to complex
human problems have featured such an approach.
In other words, easily accessible and available ser-
vices notonly are preferred by familieswith multiple
problems, but such consumer-oriented services are
also most likcly to be cffective.?

Third, the number of affected children and families
by itself requires a “public health” approach in
which child protection efforts are integrated into

neighborhood settings. Somany children are abused
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or ncglected that it is reasonable to consider the
development of psychosocial “inoculation” pro-
grams administered in schools, for example, that
might mitigate the effects of the psychological, physi-
cal, and sexual assaults that many will experience,
regardless of whethersuch events are ever identified
as incidents of abuse, In the same vein, support
should be easily available in schools, 4-H clubs,
Scouting, churches, and other settings in which help
would be easily accessible for children who may
experience maltreatment, and such organizations
also should reach out to involve children who are
troubled or isolated. The same principle demands
broad availability and accessibility of adult-oriented
prevention programs (€.g., televised public service
announcements; workplace-or health-center-based
parent support and education programs),

The number of families already secking help who
are not receiving it from the formal service system
also suggests the need for broad-based programs.
Forexample, the experience of Parents Anonymous
of New Jersey has been that parents calling a State
reporting hotline often have their calls rejected
because the situation is not “serious enough.™ In
New Jersey, Parents Anonymous itself operates a
helpline that handles over 1,000 calis per month to
request information, support, and help. Evenmore
dramatically, Parents Anonymous chapters across
the nation received 70,000 calls after the showing of
the Scared Silent documentary by all of the television
networks in September 1992 (other helplines and
agencics received many other calls). 2

B. CHILD PROTECTION ACTIVITIES
SHOULD INCLUDE A FOCUS ON
INCREASING CONNECTEDNESS
AMONG PEOPLE.*

Professionals in the field of child protection long
have been concerned with social isolation as a factor
in the incidence of all forms of child maltreatment.
Recent research on the significance of neighbor-
hood cohesiveness has given further evidence of the
importance of families’ “belonging” to acommunity
as a preventive factor. Parents’ social networks
provide emotional support, information about re-

sources and access to them, and monitoring and
control. They also offer direct emotional support to
children and additional models from whom children
may learn. Moreover, positive relationships en-
hance parents’ sense of personal competence and
control.

Even if the strategy of strengthening ties between
neighbors did not appear to be important in itself in
the prevention of child abuse and negiect, it would
be a necessity as a practical matter, The problem of
child maltreatment is too large to leave entirely to
human service agencies. Unfortunately, there are
too many people who need helpand notenough paid
helpers. Morcover, the greatly increased need for
help in part represents a breakdown of informal
heipingsystems such as extended families, churches,
clubs, and groups of friends, which worked well in
the past but no longer seem as strong today, particu-
larly in economtically deprived communities. If we
are to prevent child maltreatment, we must find
ways to reinvigorate these helping systems where
possible and in other instances to help develop
alternative systems.

In building informal helping systems, it is important
to build a sense of reciprocity into such relation-
ships. %> People who are helped need to be given the
challenge and the opportunity to help others. Re-
ceiving help may be necessary, but it can actually
work to weaken one’s self-esteem if the help flows
only one way. Alternatively, giving help as well as
receiving it can empower people and strengthen
their self-esteem. Reciprocity can occur through
formal mutual-assistance and self-help groups like
Parents Anonymous and the Family Cooperative
programs developed with NCCAN support in sev-
eral Northeastern states. It also can occur through
volunteer programs and service plans thatrecognize
helpers’ need occasionally to receive positive feed-
back from the people whom they are assisting and
that enable consumers of services to graduate to
helpers. England’s Parent-Infant Network program
in London provides an excellent example of this.?

Consistent with the general principle of neighbors
helping neighbors, all programs and policies related
tochild protection should include a focus on promo-
tion of relationships. For example, infant home
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visitation programs might be structured so that the
visitors organize parents of children of the same age
sothat the parents can get toknow cach other, share
babysitting, and generally provide support. Churches
and civic groups might encourage their members to
“adopt” another family and structure social activi-
ties to promote interaction and mutual assistance.

C. CHILD PROTECTION ACTIVITIES
SHOULD INCLUDE A FOCUS ON
DEVELOPMENT OF ACTUAL AND SELF-
PERCEIVED COMPETENCE OF
PARENTS.

Although efforts to construct “profiles” of abusive
adults generally have revealed weak correlations
between psychological traits and maltreatment of
children, there may be no psychological variable
that has a stronger relation to child maltrcatment
than does parental self-esteem. When parents per-
ceive themselves unable to adapt to the demands of
parenthood (which inevitably change as children
grow older),?” they fail to foster social competence
in their children, who in turn respond aversively,
confirm the parents’ low self-esteem, and evoke
rejection (emotional abuse), withdrawal (neglect),
or aggression (physical abuse).?® Lack of a clear
sense of oneself also can diminish empathy and
sensitivity to children’s feclings.?* It also can cause
parents to withdraw from ongoing interaction with
other adults who can offer direct assistance, model-
ing, and monitoring. =

Some well-known programsfor preventionandtreat-
mentofchild abuse andneglect(e.g., Parents Anony-
mous) build from such knowledge by placing an
emphasis on enhancement of parents’ sense of com-
petence.®  In other instances, such a result can
occur from successful involvement in activities
related to childrearing (rather than discussion lead-
ing to insight about one’s competence or to success
in dealing with hypothetical situations).

School-based programs have special potential to
build parents’ actual and perceived competence.
For example, a rural school in New York State
noticed that some academic and emotional prob-

lems diminished among children whose parents
became involved in volunteering for work in after-
school programs and related efforts. In atleast one
instance, a mother who once had been reported for
maltreatment played a major role in organizing
services and providing leadership in the community
as a result of her volunteer involvement in the
school.®?

Because of the close relation between child mal-
treattnent and parental self-esteem, such approaches
by schools can be expected to reduce child maltreat-
ment, especially among families “on the edge.”
Whengiven encouragement and support, such fami-
liesoftenwillmanage and perhaps evenflourish, but
othcrwise they may become consumed by problems
and fall over the edge in ways that resultin maltreat-
ment and other serious problems,

Thescexamplesillustrate approaches thathave been
used for many years in Head Start programs to
invoilve and empower parents. Too often, though,
when Head Start children enter elementary schools,
their parents find that parental involvement is not so
welcome. Most schools do not have family workers
on their staffs as do Head Start programs, and few
schools perceive work with parents to be a central
part of their mission, as it is in Head Start. Schools
that do find ways to build on and extend the parent
involvernent initiated with Head Start programs will
contribute to the competence of both parents and
children.

School-based programs may be uscful in one other
way. Although direct evidence for long-term pre-
vention of child maltreatment is lacking, studies of
school-based parenthood education suggest that
such programs can facilitate adolescents’ empathy
and their sense of competence as future parents.?’
Accordingly, schools can facilitate students’ acqui-
sition of skills needed to cope with the demands of
parenthood.

Of course, schools do not need to do all this them-
selves, Mostof the examples thatwe are giving (here
and in a subsequent subsection on schools’ role in
child protection) were developed in concert with
another organization, and in some instances the
latter led the initiative. Schools can perform amajor
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service by providing facilities for family activities
and encouraging the development of programs that
are administered by other agencies.

Whatever the site and auspice for prevention pro-
grams aimed at parents, staff should respect and
build on the knowledge that parents have, and they
should design programs in a manner that is respon-
sive to parents’ questions and concerns. Viewing
parents as clients, who have only problems and
needs but few strengths, does not strengthen their
sclf-esteem and may perpetuate or even exacerbate
their problems rather than resolve them. Itis ime
to move beyond the traditional deficit-based model,
which provides services only to those who can prove
that they have the most severc problems.

This point is significant in treatment as well as
primary prevention. Provision of choice communi-
cates respect and heightens efficacy of treatment. ™
In its visit to Minneapolis, thc Board noted an
experiment funded by the McKnight Foundation
program which, in preliminary data, showed that
CPS clients would take advantage of vouchers en-
abling them to purchase those scrvices that they
believed would be helpful.® The Board also has
noted experiments with flexfunds and other direct
provision (e.g., gifts by home visitors) of small but
significant material support to families under stress.
Such programs appear to be key to development of
parents’sense of efficacy and their actual capacity to
protect their children when multiple serious prob-
lems affect the family.

D. CHILD PROTECTION ACTIVITIES
SHOULD INCLUDE A FOCUS ON
DEVELOPMENT OF ACTUAL AND SELF-
PERCEIVED COMPETENCE OF
NEIGHBORS AS HELPERS.

Although a measure of selfconfidence is necessary
for parents to seek help, even greater self-csteem
may be necessary for parents to assume important
roles in providing assistance to others, If such a
process is to occur, neighbors must believe that they
have a sufficient stake in the neighborhood to moti-
vate themto help their neighbors, and they also must

perceive sufficient control over the neighborhood to
believe that they can make a difference if they do
reach out.

Volunteer helpers (including those who are “natu-
ral” helpers not involved in organized volunteer
programs) offer a reality check when parents have
questions about matters related to childrearing --
whether, for example, a particular disciplinary prac-
tice is “over the edge.” They also provide informa-
tion about resources for help, whether formal or
informal. Such roles are particularly important in
some ethnic communitics in which elders serve as
the conveyors of community norms and the sources
of advice and counsel.

Programs should give due deference to these ongo-
ing sources of help. Programs should ensure that
information s available to them so that they in turn
can be useful informal referral points when parents
scek their help.

E. A SPECIAL FOCUS ON PREVENTION
OF CHILD MALTREATMENT SHOULD
OCCUR AT DEVELOPMENTAL
TRANSITIONS, ESPECIALLY BIRTH AND
ADOLESCENCE.

Preventive activities designed tostrengthen parenting
should be focused on predictable transition points
when parcntreceptivity is likely to be highest. Such
points begin with the most significant transition of
all -- birth -- when parents may find practical
assistance, emotional support, and parent educa-
tion especially useful. In that regard, pre- and
postnatal home visitation programs like the Healthy
Start program in Hawaii have been demonstrated to
be effective in preventing child maltreatment, espe-
cially among first-timc parents and families at high
risk.

The Board continues to give strong support to ef-
forts to develop universal access to voluntary pro-
grams of infant home visitation. We also recom-
mend research to determine the critical program
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elements of such programs and to test the effective-
ness of various administrative and fiscal structures
in neighborhoods of different characteristics.

In addition to birth, transition points include en-
trance to school, the onset of adolescence, and the
transition from school to work. Although the top
priority should be for prevention efforts aimed at
families of infants and preschoolers,®® a focus on
this age range alone will not cnsure protection of
children. Parents who may successfully meet the
demands of a crying infant may be unprepared for
later challenges, particularly in the teenage years.
Similarly, parents who cope well with their infant
child may divorce and remarry by the time of later
transitions, and the child may become more vulncr-
able.

Aschildren enter adolescence, the stakes increase.
The transition from childhood to youth -- the substi-
tution of peer for family relationships -- can be a
period of high vulnerability for both youth and their
parents. This is a time when youth approach physi-
cal maturity but remain emotionally far more de-
pendenton their parents than either the youth or the
parents may realize. Itis a time when many youth
rebel against their parents, some of whom may
abuse or neglect them in response. Italsoisatime
whenyouth may become involvedin harmful behav-
ior, such as substance abuse, gang activity, teen
pregnancy, running away, delinquency, and even
suicide -- all of which are likely to occur with greater
frequency when teenagers are being maltreated. ™’
For these reasons, the consequences of adolescent
abuse are more serious than is generally realized,
and reports of it should be treated more seriously
than is usually the case. Moreover, the incidence of
suspected maltreatment is as high or higher thanin
most other age groups,®

Because of the difficulties encountered in parenting
adolescents, their parents need help and support as
much asthe parents of newborns. Hotlines, discus-
sion groups, support groups, and counseling should
be made available for these parents, just as they are
offered for parents of young children.

A special focus on adolescents also makes sense as
an element of prevention, because work with ado-
lescents potentially is important in preparation for
parenthood. Such a focus also has more immcdiate
significance in the field of child protection, because
the prevalence of maltreatment of adolescents is
high and the factors involved in it appear to be
somewhat different from those involved in the mal-
treatment of children.”

Because children begin to separate from their fami-
lies as they grow into adolescence, it is essential that
positive opportunities exist for them in their com-
munities. The increase in single-parent households
and families with two working parents often means
less supervision for children after school and some-
times translates into less attention from any adult.
Every community must addressthisissue, because it
is frequentlybeyond the means ofindividual parents
to resolve on their own.

Obviously tecnagers donotrequire the same level of
care that infants do, but they do need constructive
challenges, opportunities, and guidance from adult
mentors and role models outside their immediate
families. Such positive experiences provide the
foundation for hope and self-esteem.

Some communities have organized after-school ac-
tivities for children, Others provide mentoring and
apprenticeship programs. Some have linked older
people with younger people, when people in both
generations would otherwise be alone. Others have
developed community volunteer opportunities, cul-
tural programs, and athletic activities -- programs
that provide youth with opportunities for positive
interaction with adults outside their own families
and, therefore, for experiences that build self-cs-
teem and enrich social networks. Like their parents,
children need something that offers hope -- to which
they can belong, of which they can be a part, and
through which they can find meaningful roles for
themselves. The absence of such a sense of belong-
ing can have cancerous effects as the conscquences
of low self-esteem, i1solation, and alienation multi-

ply.
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Like adults, teens also need opportunities to give as
well as to receive, The Peer Helpers National Asso-
ciation is an excellent exampie of how adolescents
canbecome involved in helping their fellow students
with problems ranging from depression and suicide
to child abuse, neglect and molestation,

The teenage years form a bridge between two gen-
erations; teens may be victims of child maltreat-
ment, perpetrators, or both. For many, this period
represents the [ast opportunity to resolve {or avoid)
underlying problems thatcan lead to child maltreat-
ment when they become parents themselves.
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VI. A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
NEW NATIONAL STRATEGY

Given the multiplicity of problems faced by families
in which maltreatment occurs or is at risk of occur-
fing, services must be widely available, easily acces-
sible, and comprehensive -- in effect, integrated into
daily life, Child protection should be conceptual-
ized as everyone’s job. Every sector of society ought
to be involved.

Some examples follow. In offering them, the Board
does not intend toimply either that the examples are
the only -- or even primary -- tasks that a given sector
should undertake in order to protect children. Con-
verscly, we also do notintend to imply that the tasks
indicated shouldbe performedby a particular sector
and not another. Rather, we are suggesting some of
the tasks that various groups or agencies can fulfill;
the point is not to assign roles but instead to suggest
possibilities. The actual division oflabor ought tobe
matched to use local resources optimally through
State and neighborhood plans.

A. HEALTH SERVICES

As a nearly universal system,”” health care is an-
other key component of the child protection system.
Although the primary role that health care provid-
ers have played in child protection historically has
been forensic (i.e., diagnosis and reporting), the
potential role is substantially broader.

Perhaps the most important example of the ex-
panded role that could be played is infant home
visitation, which has typically (but not necessarily)
been based in public health (analogous to visiting
nurse programs)., Advice-giving and support re-
latcdtowellchild care are other obvious entry points
for prevention and treatment of child abuse and
neglect.

In that regard, evidence that the emergency room is
the major perceived source of help for many parents
in declining neighborhoods indicates the potential
importance of emergency-room social services, es-
pecially in children’s hospitals, ! in helping to build

connections for parents who believe that they have
nowhere else to go when family crises cccur. It is
likely that health care reform will induce a reduction
in the use of emergency rooms in favor of commu-
nity health centers and other primary health care
providers. Regardless of whether such a change
occurs, community health centers could be useful
sources of support through, for example, call-in and
drop-in services for parents secking advice in deal-
ing with disciplinary problems and other child-care
issues. ™ If history-taking is sufficiently careful,
primary health care also can be an entry point to
more specialized services (e.g., support groups for
survivors of child abuse).

Another importanthealth-system-based element of
a comprehensive effort to prevent child abuse and
neglectis family planning. Asa recent urban-policy
analysis by the RAND Corporation concluded, few
interventions have effects as well documented in
regard to family cohesion and child well-being.**
Althoughthe Board is not aware of research directly
showing that family planning programs prevent child
abuse and neglect, studies of the pediatric-health
consequences of family planning,? the relation of
family size to child maltreatment,* and the family-
planning effects of some programs for prevention of
child maltreatment® suggest that such a protective
effect is likely.

B. MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

In the Board’s own deliberations and its discussions
with professionals in the ficld, a general perception
has been that the mental health professions have
been underinvolved in prevention and treatment
related to child abuse and neglect. This under-
involvement isunfortunate for several reasons, First,
given the well-established risk to the mental health
of children who have been subjected to any form of
maltreatment, there is a great need for services to
prevent or remediate such harm. Second, as experts
in behavior change, mental health professionals
should be able to apply research about the nature of
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child maltreatment to the design and implementa-
tion of conceptually based and empirically tested
programs to prevent the occurrence and recurrence
of maltreatment. Third, because the boundaries of
catchment areas of community mental health cen-
ters (CMHCs), especially in urban arcas, often
approximate the geographiclimits of neighborhoods,
CMHC:s have the potential to lead in the develop-
ment and implementation of neighborhood plans
for child protection.®” Fourth, in rural areas in
many parts of the country, CMHCs are the only
multi-disciplinary programs available. Thus, inthese
arcas, too, CMHCs can lead the service system in
design of multifaceted prevention and treatment
programs. Accordingly, a key role of mental health
professionals in the child protection system is con-
sultation-- forexample, toteachers trying tosupport
a maltreated child in school,

In arguing for an expanded role for mental health
professionals in the child protection system, the
Board is mindful of limitations in such advice. Little
is known about the effectivencss of treatment for
older childrenand adolescentswhohave been abused
or neglected. Moreover, some CMHCs have be-
come so dependent on fees for services to individu-
als and so focused on needs of adults with chronic
mental disorders that they may be unmotivated to
make services related to child protection a high

priority.

It is clear that providers of mental health services
must not only do more in the prevention and treat-
ment of child abuse and neglect but that they also
mustbehave differently. Traditional mental health
services are ill-suited either to primary preventionin
families inwhich maltreatment has not yet occurred
or to treatment of the multi-problem familics who
are the principal clients in the child protection
system as it currently exists. To be effective, mental
health providers must be willing to leave the office
and to shape interventions to respond to multiple
needs, including needs for economic support, when
and where clients can best respond. Mental health
clinicians (and other service providers in the child
protection system) need to reverse the present ten-
dency to fit clients to packaged services.

Wolfe’s summary is instructive:

[N]o particular method of intervention is likely to lead
to desirable outcomes for even a majority of famiiies,
especially by the time child maltreatment has been

A New National Strategy for the Protection of Children

identified.... [ Researchsuggests theneed toplace] greater

emphasis on preparing parents for their childrearing
role wellin advance of the emergence of problems, and
having a wider range of appropriate services available.
Such a model requires staff who are trained fo assist
with families at a level that is most beneficial, rather
than attempting to detect and intervene after the fact.
Staffwould have to be sensitive to individual, commu-
nity, and cultural preferences, as well as sociveco-
nomic limitations, that constitute the majority of dis-
advantaged families, and be willing to tolerate such
differences for the purpose of establishing a basis for
improving the parent-child relationship. This ap-
proach requires more investment in family develop-
ment atan earlier point in time, but holds considerable
promise inreducing the costs and failures of the current
reactive system.”®

C. SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS

An element that now is widely acknowledged to be
an integral part of the child protection system is the
substance abuse treatment system. With greater
acknowledgmentofthe frequency of substance abuse
among maltreating parents and the potential harm
of fetal exposure to alcohol and other drugs, the link
between substance abuse and child maitreatment
hasbecome a“hook” for funding of new programs®°

An important point, though, is that child protection
programsbased insubstance abuse treatmentagen-
cies look like well conceptualized programs in other
agencies. There is little that is unique about pro-
grams based in substance abuse services. This point
isillustrated by examination of the characteristics of
most of the scores of demonstration projects that
were funded by the Pregnant and Postpartum
Women and Infants program of the Center for
Substance Abuse Prevention:
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-an array...[of] services that includes cducation and
services to meet the diverse and complex needs of
families;

- practical help, including transportation, child care,
job seeking, emergency assistance, housing, food,
and fun;

-recognition and use of extended family, neighbors,
friends, and tribal members who seem to have natu-
ral ability to understand and help;

- locations (and times) that arc convenient for par-
ticipants;

- novel approaches to education and counseling
tailored tospecial needs and usually developed from
carlier efforts that were less successful that was
hoped;

- support, being there, even after program services
are complete, an ongoing network of help, support,
and advice;

+ collaboration across boundaries that previously
had not been crossed, whether a tribal community
and a dominantly European- American town or busi-
nesses, human services and law enforcement. ™

Recognition of the similarity of integrated services,
regardless of auspice, does not minimize the ncees-
sity for substance abuse programs to recognize the
necds of their clients’ families (and the risk that they
sometimes experience) and to respond creatively,
flexibly, and intensively. A program in San Fran-
cisco for mothers of substance abusing mothers that
provided support in caring for grandchildren and
that stimulated advocacy and empowerment was
illustrative. ™

At the same time, other agencies may have much to
learn from substance abuse agencies. The move-
ment among substance abuse programs for devel-
opment of community coalitions for prevention of
chemical dependency may be instructive to pro-
grams designing programs for prevention of child
maltreatment.

D. THE SCHOOLS

Inits 1991 report, the Board noted the virtual vacuum
inchild protection efforts in the U.S. Department of
Education.?? Analogously, researchers have found
underreporting of suspected child maltreatment to
be especially acute in the schools.??

The Board continues to believe, however, that “the
educational system has the potential to be the linch-
pin of community-based efforts to protect children
from maltreatment.””* Schools play a key role in
determining the quality of the social environment in
neighborhoods, for both children and their parents.
Indeed, they often serve as the center of the commu-
nity, particularly in rural areas. As a result, school
issues and activities often bring the community
together in ways that nothing else does.

Moreover, there are signs that professionals in edu-
cation are ready to assumc a larger role in child
protection. Many schools have adopted child sexual
abuse education programs.?” Although the effec-
tiveness of this approach is controversial,?® it does
indicate the willingness of schoolsto assume a larger
role in the prevention of child abuse and neglect.?”
Sotoo does the creative response by some schools to
the need to build supportive networks for children
and families.

Florida, along with a number of other states, is
funding “Full Service Schools” which are evolving
locally through interagency collaboration to meet
local education, medical and/or, social and human
service needs of children and youth and their fami-
lies. The ideais tobring needed services onto or near
the school grounds to be easily accessible. Full
service schools are seen as potential one stop shop-
ping centers for students and their families. Com-
munity and parent involvement in setting priorities
and developing services is an important part of this
effort. It is hoped that this will improve school
community relations so that families will support the
school’s mission, and that schools in return, will
support the family’s mission,?”

In New York State, the Liberty program uses inter-
disciplinary teams to provide special attention to
children and families at high risk. And through the
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Community Lifelines prevention demonstration
project funded by NCCAN, four schools in Elmira,
N.Y. are experimenting with part-time outreach
workerswho serve as parent partners-- aninexpen-
sive but effective means of involving parents in
building a sense of community and support for each
other through child-and parent centered activities
based atthe school. Schoolsin Elmira and Cortland,
N.Y.alsohave succeededin gaining the cooperation
and involvement of parents of children with aca-
demic and emotional problems (including prob-
lems arising from maltreatment) by reaching out
effectively and by marketing special activities as
privileges rather than a stigma.

Although such programs still are not as common as
they should be, there has been a growth in school-
based health, mental health, and social service pro-
grams-- often through partnerships between schools
and community agencies.?” Indced, one of the
products of school restructuring in some States has
been the development of “full-service” schools
equipped to meet children’s social and emotional
needs as well as their cognitive needs.”® When such
a development occurs with an emphasis on neigh-
borhood and parent involvement, it can result in
strengthened neighborhoods and families -- impor-
tant results for the prevention ofchild maltreatment
-- as it offers support to children and youth that is
likely to be therapeutic when maltreatment has
occurred and, in the long term, preventive of mal-
treatment when children grow up to be parents
themselves.

In agrowing number of Countiesin New York State,
local departments of social services are placing
workers inthe schools. These workers visit families
and children when problems first surface - long
before they become serious enough to justify a CPS
hotline report. As aresult, DSS officials are report-
ing reduced foster care placement rates, and school
officials are noting fewer behavior problems and
better academic achievement. Apparently the pro-
gram is averting problems that might have led to
child maltreatment and the fear and humiliation
involved in CPS investigations,

Although recognition and acceptance of their role
in child protection are first steps that are yet to be
achieved in some «chools, the obstacle for many
educators may be a lack of knowledge about how to
fulfill a broader role. Among the various roles that
schoolteachers might play in child protection, none
is more widely endorsed by them than “providing
support, encouragement, and understanding to chil-
dren who have been abused,” but teacher training
remains limited largely toidentification and report-
ing,®! Similarly, many educators believe that they
lack skills or time to involve parents whom they
regard as unresponsive, Therefore, an important
clement in development of school-based programs
for prevention and treatment of child abuse and
neglect should be training, with emphases on sup-
port for children who may have been traumatized
and on development of partnerships with parents
who may have had minimal formal involvement in
their children’s education,

Whatever the specific focus of school programs, an
important stepis to go beyond the “we-they” view of
parents. Although schoolstaff oftencomplain about
parentswho “don’tcare” about their children, some
of these parents say that the school makes them feel
uncomfortable. Many themselves have had bad
experiences in school, and they are hardly eager to
return. Such feelings often evaporate when some-
ong -- a teacher, a principal, a counselor, a nurse, or
an outreach worker -- takes the time to contact
parents personally and positively. As an example,
one teacher made it a point to contact every parent
in her class over several weeks to tell them of
something positive their child was doing.. For most
parents this was a new, and very welcome experi-
ence which made them feel closer to the school,

E. BUSINESS AND LABOR

Although the roles of business and labor in child
protection may not be obvious to many, the Board
hasencountered impressive examples of support for
families and neighborhoods by corporations and
their workers.?? Indeed, the business sector poten-
tially can be the linchpin of the neighborhood devel-
opment that the Board believesis critical to the task
of child protection.
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Perhaps the most direct way that a business can
contributeis to“adopt” aneighborhood. The Board
observed such arelationship inits visit to Minneapo-
lis, where the Honeywell Corporation has adopted
the neighborhood in which its corporate offices are
located. When a community organization needed
space toestablish a special school for teenage moth-
ers, Honeywell renovated an under-utilized portion
ofits office building to meet day care standards, and
the mothers now attend classes there every day
while their babies are cared for on site. Honeywell
supplies utilities and janitorial services, and it also
encourages office and executive staff to become
mentors tothe young mothers. This approach estab-
lishes not ornly personal support but also a close
connection between the school and the workplace -
- a connection that may in itself help to promote
economic stability and to prevent child maltreat-
ment.®

Fel-Pro, an automobile-parts manufacturer in
Skokie, Illinois, provides a number of other creative
approaches to family support and neighborbood
development. For example, money that the corpo-
ration donates to charitable organizations is pooled
for distributionby an employee committee to groups
and organizations in which employces serve as vol-
unteers. Such a strategy provides direct support for
neighborhood development through funds for pro-
gram administration and contribution of volunteer
services, but it also builds employees’ sense of per-
sonal control and value and their own investment in
their community.

Fel-Proalso has an unusual array of family benefits,
including Father’s Day and Mother’s Day obser-
vances, bonuses for marriages and births, and day
care, summer camp, tutoring, summer jobs, and
college tuition for employees’ children. This ex-
arnple illustrates the ways in which benefit packages
can be shaped to respond to family needs and to
diminish family stress.

As the growth of employce assistance programs
(EAP), illustrates, businesses can provide direct
voluntary assistance to empioyccs when they have
“everyday” family problems, when they are in crisis,
or even when malfreatment has occurred. Labor
unions can be useful partners in promoting em-

ployee faith in the confidentiality and quality of
family services available through an EAP. Business
and labor also can join in provision of educational
programs not only on family matters directly but
also onways of helping co-workers and neighbors to
support and strengthen their families.

Besides providing or financing family services, busi-
nesses can and often do contribute in-kind services
such as use of their meeting rooms for neighbor-
hood groups, provision of technical assistance (e.g.,
accounting services), and sponsorship of activities
that boost the neighborhoods of which they are a
part. They also may use printing or duplicating for
neighborhood activitics, donate their own product
or services to neighborhood groups, or contribute
part of their advertising space for prevention mes-
sages.

Although the principal focus of this subsection has
been on philanthropic activities, the importance of
businesses’ direct contributiontothe economy should
not be overtooked. In an ¢ra when capital is being
moved from many economically distressed urban
and rural communities, the value of a business that
stays put should not be underestimated, especially
given the links among poverty, unemployment, pa-
rental self-esteem, and child maltreatment. Large
businesses alsocan assist by adoption of policies that
favor purchases from supplicrs that are based in
impoverished neighborhoods or even by assistance
toneighborhood residents in establishment of small
businesses that can serve as such suppliers,

F. VOLUNTEERS AND CIVIC
ORGANIZATIONS

There may be no value as deeply embedded in
Americanculture asis volunteerism. Strengthening
the neighborhood often can be accomplished by
reliance on small local organizations, a strategy that
combines easy accessibility with neighborhood par-
ticipation and responsiveness to the particular nceds
of ethnic-minority communities. With volunteersto
deliver services or to supplement professional ac-
tivities, neighborhood-based organizations can pro-
vide youth activities, child care, after-school activi-
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ties, outreach, recreational and cultural activities,
mutual assistance (self-help) groups, and supportby
big brothers, big sisters, or parent partners.

Many of the model programs studied by the Univer-

sity of Hawaii (see SectionIV) had beeninitiated by

a civic organization after a neighborhood nceds

assessment. The range of groups undertaking such

projects was remarkable for its breadth: “the Junior

League, the League of Women Voters, a neighbor-

hood association, an ethnic orcultural association,..a
citizens’ interest group.”?

Civic organizations not only can assess neighbor-
hood needs and respond with volunteer assistance,
butthey alsocan serve as advocates and monitor the
work of professional services and government in
prevention and treatment of child abuse and ne-
glect. For example, the Children’s Defense Fund’s
Child Watch Visitation Program in thirty communi-
ties across the United States incorporates volun-
teers from local chapters of six national civic and
religious organizations.

In that regard, civic organizations can capitalize on
the unique skills and experiences of their members
and in so doing integrate professional, citizen-advo-
cate, and consumer perspectives. For example, at
the urging of a member who was a former foster
child, the Honolulu Rotary Club made foster-par-
ent recruitment and retention one of its principal
projects, and the club greatly increased the pool of
volunteerstobe foster parents. Volunteer programs
also can offer inter-generational modeling (e.g.,
Foster Grandparents and RSVP) and pointers about
coping strategies from parents and children who
have “beenthere” (e.g., Parents Anonymous and its
affiliated children’s program) that may not be avail-
able through professional services alone.

Parent aides and facilitators of Parents Anonymous
groups do much toassist parentswho have abused or
neglected their children or who have been at risk of
doing so. Other volunteers act as mentors or coun-
selorsto children themselves and in so doing provide
casily accessible services without the barriers that
professional titles sometimes erect.

Volunteer programs also can have preventive ef-
fects on the volunteers themselves and their fami-
lies, through enhancement of seif-csteem and devel-
opment of social competence and other skills. Such
a process hasbeenrecognized, forexample, through
the adoption of the National and Community Ser-
vice Act of 19907 and its school-based program,
Serve-America, which has placed particular em-
phasis on neighborhood service by youth them-
sclves.

G. RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

Churches, mosques, and synagogues have at least
three kinds of roles in the child protection system:
neighborhood service, personal healing and recon-
ciliation, and moral leadership.

As societies for service that are present in virtually
every neighborhood, religious organizations have
adopted creative strategies for assistance to families
in which maltreatment has occurred or is at risk of
occurring, For example, Covenant to Care, a pro-
gram located in Texas, Connecticut, and California,
features “adoption” of a social worker by a congre-
gation.”® Partmership for Empowerment (PEP), a
program in Lincoln, Nebraska, grew from an Inter-
faith Council effort to pair volunteers in member
congregations with families in crisis. In Washington
State, a church served as a center for recruitment of
foster parents. Other churches provide child care,
crisis counseling (phone warm-lines), parent sup-
port groups, food banks, parent education, and even
classes on job-hunting skills. Refugee resettlement
programs, most of which are operated by religious
groups (e.g., Catholic Charities; Church World Ser-
vice), offer a model for comprehensive services --
economic, educational, vocational, and social -- that
churches and synagogues can offer to families in
great need, who usually begin without a niche in the
neighborhoods in which they settle.

Religious organizations also can provide places of
acceptance for maltreating parents and their chil-
dren. Clergy are virtually unique in the unlimited
confidentiality that they offer to people voluntarily
seeking help. More broadly, congregations poten-
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tially offer a sense of belonging to members who
otherwise may be isolated or alienated and wholack
a sense of personal worth.

Of course, the roles of service and healing flow from
the role that is most central to religious organiza-
tions: moral leadership. Religious organizations
thus can lead in the affirmation of personal and
collective responsibility to respect the dignity and
worth of children and to ensure their protection
from harm. The pulpit is an obvious forum for
proclamation of such a message. Sotoo are church-
sponsored public discussions, lectures, and media
programs. Community interfaith councils may be
particularly helpful in developing neighborhood-,
city-, or county-wide initiatives to prevent child
maltreatment and ameliorate its effects,

H. COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

The Cooperative Extension Service (CES) also has
the potential to play a special role in prevention and
treatment related to child maltreatment. With a
heritage in non-formal education rather than social
services or mental health, CES workers may be less
likely than more traditional social-service agencies
to engage in deficit-model approaches, and the
publicislikely toregard CES services as non-stigma-
tizing.

CES also can build from other traditions. [ts heri-
tage of work with mothers on nutrition, household
management and parent education provides a good
base from which to work with parents with special
needs.. Its heritage of encouragement and strong
support of volunteerism provides a good base from
which to recruit and prepare volunteers to become
active partners in supporting maltreated children’s
needs.

CES also can build from its tradition of youth devel-
opment. CES’s 4-H clubs for rural children are well
known, but 4-H activitics have been increasing in
urban areas, where 4-H programming offers con-
structive roles for youth in their neighborhoods.
Regardless of their location, 4-H clubs provide a
sense ofbelonging, personal development, and hope
that can ameliorate the effects of child maltreat-

ment and counteract the isolation and low self-
esteem that may otherwise impair children’s com-
petence as future parents.

Another important feature is CES’s tradition of
diffusion ofinnovations and encouragement of their
adoption. Under the guise of community education,
CES canbring people representing diverse interests
together and can play a facilitating role in develop-
ment of new programs. In New York State, exten-
sion agents in several counties have played pioneer-
ing roles in the development of family resource
centers. Others have developed parent support
groups and numerous parent education activities.

In recent years, many CES offices have begun to
focus greater attention on the needs of youth and
families at risk. Such an emphasis is particularly
critical to the Expanded Food and Nutrition and
Education Program {EFNEP), which provides nu-
trition education and counseling for low-income
families with young children.. With its expertise in
education and volunteerism, CES is in a good posi-
tion to work with families “on the edge” whowitha
little help, can avoid maltreatment. It is also in an
excellent position to help to repair the damage to
youth who may have suffered maltreatment,

Given these substantive strengths, as well as its
presence and accessibility in every county in the
country, Cooperative Extension is an important
resource for preventing child maltreatment..and
ameliorating its effects. Because of its reputation as
a dependable, non-stigmatizing source of informa-
tion and assistance, CES canbe a key actor in child
abuse prevention and treatment, without the “bag-
gage” of an agency involved in coercive measures
against parents,

I. INTERAGENCY COUNCILS

Neighborhood planning provides a means for agen-
cies and residents to come together to make help
more easily available and better integrated into
daily life. Interagency councils can often play a key
role in making this happen. In larger communities
especially, formal structures such as an interagency
council may be necessary to accomplish the neces-
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sary planning and coordination. The establishment
of councils can help to overcome fragmentation,
agency competition, and perceived regulatory bar-
riers. Such councils can work at State, County, and
neighborhood levels to plan new initiatives, com-
mission needs assessments and evaluations, and to
facilitate collaborative action including blending of
funding to remediate problems.

For example, in Los Angeles County, the Inter-
Agency Councilon Child Abuse and Neglect (ICAN)
has spawned a County-wide interdisciplinary focus
on issues such as review of child deaths, prenatal
substance abuse, comprehensive neighborhood
treatmentcenters, collection of multiple-agency data,
teen pregnancies, youth suvicide, and interdiscipli-
nary training. Because of the size of Los Angeles
County, fourteen community child abuse preven-
tion councils represent specific geographical areas
of the County, ethnic groups, and special popula-
tions (e.g., children with disabilitics). The local
counils plan neighborhood-level activities and of-
fer recommendations to the County council. In
other areas of the Nation, child abuse prevention
and coordinating councils have met a critical need
for developing consensus and bridging gaps among
agencies, disciplines, and the public and private
Sectors.

Regardless of community size, neighborhood-level
organizations are needed to stimulate grassroots
concern and mobilize citizen action. At the same
time, councils covering larger areas (e.g., State or
County) can be used to undertake policy initiatives
as needed.
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VII. CONCLUSION: CREATING CARING COMMUNITIES

Because of the centrality of child maltreatment
among theNation’s social problems, adoption of the
Board’s strategy is apt to have many positive side
effects. Becauvse child maltreatment itself is a pow-
erful causal factor in other personal and social
problems, prevention of child abuse and neglect is
likely to resuit in reduction of other social ills. In
addition to these positive downstream effects, the
Board’s strategy is likely to have direct positive side
effects. For example, neighborhood quality is re-
lated to prevalence not only of child maltreatment
butalsoof crime and delinquency. Similarly, asense
that one has little control over one’s life -- that few
resources are available with which to improve the
outlook for the future -- is negatively related to
mental health, educational achievement, and family
planning. Accordingly, a comprehensive neighbor-
hood-based, child-centered, and family-focused

approach (although derived from an analysis of the
factorscausing child abuse and neglect or significant
initsremediation) islikely tohave positive effects on
community safcty, mental health, education, family
welfare, and even thelocal economy. Because of the
common factors, preventionisin a sense “generic.®

In part because of the centrality of child maltreat-
ment, however, fulfillment of the Board’s strategy
will not be easy. It will require reversal of powerful
social trends, within neighborhoods at highest risk
{those that have been “drained”) and the nation as
a whole. The problem of child maltreatment is so
complex --increasingly so -- that the strategy neces-
sarily includes many elements, and the science and
technology of neighborhood development are only
minimally developed. Careful research and plan-
ning will be necessary to refine the strategy and
adapt it to the diverse communities in the United
States.

Moreover, a focus on the social conditions that
undermine the safety of children means that the
responsibility for change mustbe shared not only by
the individual families involved but also by service
providers, the community, and all levels of govern-
ment -- in fact, by society itself. This approach is
more difficult than remediation, in which the bur-

den of change falls chiefly on the client.® The
Board’s strategy thus requires us all to change -- a
concept never easy to implement. The need for
broad allocation of responsibility if prevention is to
occur may be one reason why we as a society have
seemed content to respond to crises in child protec-
tion rather than to prevent them. In the shortrunat
least, crisis response is less threatening to the status
quo, even if it lacks effectiveness in the long run,

Although the magnitude of the challenge should not
be underestimated, the Board believes that its strat-
egy can be accomplished. The proposed strategy is
based on a vision of a “neighborly” society. Such a
vision is consistent with themes long dominant in
American culture (e.g., volunteerism and mutual
assistance) and emphasized by both Presidents Bush
and Clinton. Although the Board’s strategy builds
on such historic values of our socicty, it does so with
recognition of the need toaccommeodate totrendsin
the post-industrial age that have weakened the ex-
pectation of voluntary help by neighbors for each
other and that have reshaped not only neighbor-
hoods but also the families within them,

The difficulty of the task inevitably will result in false
starts and missteps along the way, but the Board
believes that the Nation must act with vigor, speed,
care, and commitment to weave a new social fabric
inwhich the personal security of children is assured.
Nothing less than the character of the Nation is at
stake.

As the Board noted in the conclusion to its 1991
Report:

When the nation is willing to tolerate the degradation
and exploitation of hundreds of thousands of itsyoung-
estmembers, whose dependency it enforces by law and
custom, it can make no claim of characier....

...Failure to provide the most basic protection to chil-
dren is a grievous collective assault that communi-
cates a lack of respect for the dignily of children as
people. At the same time, the nature and complexity of
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child maltreatment are such that the problem nega-
tively affects every member of American society. No
other problem may equal its power to cause or exacer-
bate a range of social ills. In short, the national
emergencyinthe child protection system represents not
only a morel lapse but also the threat of disintegration
of the nation’s social fabric.®*

The United Nations Declaration of the Rightsof the
Child established the principle of children first:
“Mankind owes to the child the best it has to give.”
Ultimately the Nation should aspire to fulfili such a
goal, which the global community has incorporated
into international law through the Convention on
the Rights of the Child. For now, though, the Board
is pleading not for the best but instead for the most
basic -- a society in which children need not live in
fear -- whether in their homes or elsewhere,

To that end, the Nation must strive diligently to
overcome the isolation created by the demands of
modern life and exacerbated by the ravages of
poverty. We must tear down the walls that divide us
by race, class, and age, and we must create caring
communities that support the families and shelter
the children within them. We must take the time to
see the need and to lend a hand.,

The image that is presented is not of utopia but
instead of asociety that cares enough about children
as people to permit childhood:

What is the essence of childhood?...Our concept of
childhood hinges on safety. Initially, the child inside its
mother’s womb is safe from the elements. Once born,
the child is kept safe, fed, sheltered, and nurtured so
that it can grow and develop, fulfilling its potential In
the first year of life, children become attached to
parents, and the safety of these aitachments permits
children to explore the environment with confidence,
knowing that they can always return {o a safe haven.
As children pass through ihe first decade of life, they
should be able 10 broaden this “'safe haven” to include
the home, the neighborhood, and the school. When
children feelsafe athome, they are ready to grow. When
safe in the neighborhood, children are ready to play
and explore and form relationships with other chil-
dren. When they feel safe at school, they are ready to
learn and to become confident and competent adults®?

To achieve this simple vision, we must strengthen
neighborhoods so that people are involved with
each other as a community and that adults feel
competent as parents, empowered to protect the
safety of their own children, and responsible for
supporting each other. A “quick fix” or “band-aid”
is not enough. Programs must be constructed in a
manner that they facilitate sustained development
of neighborhoods that are safe environments for
families. People must have sufficient resources and
sense of control over their own lives that they can
help each other and that they can doso over the long
term without feeling drained. Government at all
levels can do much to facilitate such requisites for
continuing safety for children and families; so too
can private agencies, business, the religious commu-
nity, and civic and philanthropic organizations. The
Nation’schild protection system must be redesigned
tosupport even the most troubled and impoverished
ncighborhoods and families -- and to nurture and
protect even the most vulnerable children within
them.

In 1991, the Board dedicated its report “to the many
thousands of American children and families

trapped in the throes of abuse and neglect who are
waiting for our society, and its governments, to
respond to their plight with more than justa report,
and more than justan investigation. For their sake,
and for the welfare of our nation, we hope they are
reached in time.”?* 1In this report, intended to
provide the design for a new national strategy for
child protection, the Board renews that dedication.

The Board challenges not just the new Federal
leaders but also the leaders both inside and outside
government in States and communities throughout
the Nation to consider the proposed strategy. It
issues a special challenge to the field -- to child
protection professionals-- to join with it in advocat-
ing policies and practices consistent with the strat-
egy. Finally, it challenges all American adulls to
resolve to be good neighbors -- to know, watch, and
support their neighbors’ children and to offer help
when needed to their neighbors’ families.

U.S. Advisory Beard on Child Abuse and Neglect
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VIIi. APPENDICES

APPENDIX A

List of Recommendations in the
1993 Report of the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
Neighbors Helping Neighbors:
A New National Strategy for the Protection of Children

IIL.C. ELEMENT 1: STRENGTHENING NEIGHBORHOODS
Recommendation 1

The Federal Government and private foundations should establish a large-scale
demonstration program of Prevention Zones -- comprehensive efforts to improve the social
and physical environments in declining neighborhoods with high rates of child maltreatment.
These model neighborhoods should be diverse in geography, population density, and
ethnicity. The trials should be closely monitored and rigorously evaluated. Principles
learned should be widely disseminated and, with such modifications as suggested by
evaluation studies, should lead to a large-scale national effort within five years.!

Recommendation 2

With provision of research, consultation, training and technical assistance by the
Departments of Agriculture and Housing and Urban Development and other relevant
Federal agencies, City and County planners should work with interagency councils and
neighborhood grassroots organizations to develop a Neighborhood Child Protection Plan for
every neighborhood in their jurisdiction. To that end:

# Planners should work closely with civic, business, labor, and religious leaders, and
most importantly, neighborhood residents themselves and their leaders.

'The Board notes that the Empowerment Zone concept proposed by the U.S. Department of Honsing and Urban
Development appears to contain important elements related to this recommendation and may have potential as a
vehicle for its implementation.
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® Planners should consider public safety, municipal services, housing, economic
opportunities, health care, family planning, education, and social and recreational
opportunities for children and families.

e Particular attention should be given to providing constructive opportunities for
youth to network with each other, with positive adult role models, and to find positive
roles for themselves in their community.

e Care should be taken to ensure representation of all segments of the neighborhood
(including diverse ethnic groups) and to facilitate the involvement of mothers, fathers,
grandparents, and children and youth themselves.

® Where child abuse coordinating and prevention councils are not present, planners
should assist in their establishment and support.

Recommendation 3

Congress and the Administration should ensure that recipients of Community Development
Block Grants use at least a portion of these funds in ways that will strengthen families as
a means of preventing child abuse and neglect. Setting aside a small percentage of such
funds to plan and implement neighborhood-based strategies for strengthening families and
preventing child maltrcatment would accomplish this, particularly if the appropriation for
the Block Grant program is increased by a commensurate amount. Analogous programs for
development and implementation of neighborhood plans for protection of children should
be instituted in Federal economic development programs (e.g., the Appalachian Regional
Commission) and other programs (e.g.,, the Bureau of Indian Affairs; the Cooperative
Extension Service; and the Office of Rural Health Policy) that serve Tribes or rural
commuanities.

Recommendation 4

Support should be provided for family resource centers and similar organizations that
respond to the social, cultural, and economic needs of children and families at the
neighborhood level. Federal support should be provided through full funding of the title on
family resource centers in the Claude Pepper Young Americans Act. State legislatures,
foundations, private businesses, and civic, philanthropic, and religious organizations should
offer support, too. Whenever feasible, State and local agencies should integrate their
existing services into such centers, which should involve active partnerships with parents.
The first priority should be to support centers that knit people together in neighborhoods
with few or declining community institutions.
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Recommendation §

The Department of Housing and Urban Development, analogous State, regional, and local
agencies, and philanthropic organizations should support housing programs that increase
neighborhood stability by reducing the necessity for frequent moves and facilitating
interaction among families (including adults’ involvement with children in their neighbors’
families), providing safe physical environments for children, and enhancing ownership and
personal investment in the neighborhood.

Recommendation 6

Large businesses and civic and religious organizations should "adopt"” a particular high-risk
neighborhood that they make a commitment to strengthen. This commitment must be
fulfilled in collaboration with neighborhood residents in ways that empower rather than
patronize. Implementation of the commitment might involve providing financial, human, or
other resources directly to assist isolated children and families, promoting economic and
other forms of development. It also might include mobilizing volunteers from the company’s
employees or the organization’s members, promoting economic and other forms of
development, and support and technical assistance to neighborhood leaders and institutions.

IILD. ELEMENT 2: REORIENTING THE DELIVERY OF HUMAN SERVICES
INCLUDING JUSTICE SERVICES

Recommendation 7

Child protection programs at all levels should place increased emphasis on preventing child
abuse and neglect and providing treatment for those involved. The Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act, which requires investigatory mechanisms but does not expressly require
prevention and treatment as a condition of State grants, should be amended to mandate all
three.

Recommendation 8

Federal, State, and County Governments should take all steps necessary to ensure that
cffective mental health treatment is available and accessible to abused and neglected
children and their familics. Care should be taken to ensure that such coverage is included
in any new national health care program. (Specific options for fulfilling this
recommendation can be found in CREATING CARING COMMUNITIES, supra note 7, at
Recommendation D-3a.)
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Recommendation 9

The Secretary of Health and Human Services should direct the National Institute of Mental
Health and the Center for Mental Health Services to undertake a major initiative to
generate knowledge about effective treatment and related service systems for abused and
neglect children and to disseminate such information to mental health programs throughout
the Nation.

Recommendation 10

Consistent with recommendations of the National Commission on Children, support should
be provided for experimentation with various strategies for increasing income support for
impoverished families. In the short term, support should be provided for testing the effect
of providing flexible, individualized, material supports in ways that encourage self-sufficiency
for impoverished families at high risk.

Recommendation 11

With support by the Children’s Bureau for testing and dissemination of effective models for
recruitment and retention of foster parents of diverse ethnicity, States should take all steps
necessary to professionalize family foster care. States should provide commensurate quality
assurance, training, consultation, support services, payment, involvement in decision making,
and recognition for foster parents.

Recommendation 12

The Secretary of Health and Human Services should direct the Children’s Bureau, in
collaboration with other relevant Federal agencies (e.g., health, mental health, and justice
programs), to support research demonstration projects on alternative models of foster care.
Such models (including kinship care, open adoption, whole-family foster care, and partial
foster care) should involve accommodations to contemporary social realities and should fit
into a broader system of neighborhood-based support for troubled families and for children
who have been maltreated or who are at high risk of abuse and neglect.
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Recommendation 13

The various agencies in the child protection system should give due respect to children’s
right to a family environment, as defined in the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Special efforts should be made to avoid separating children from their families unnecessarily.
If a child is placed in out-of-home care, special care should be taken, consistent with the
child’s safety, to maintain relationships the child regards as important sources of support.
These may include biological parents and siblings, foster parents, adoptive families, or
unrelated adults such as schoolteachers.

Recommendation 14

The Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Attorney General should encourage
experimentation with alternatives for permanency, including kinship care, guardianship, and
long-term foster care, that do not require returning foster children to unsafe homes but that
maintain relationships important to them.

Recommendation 15

Congress should amend the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act to permit the
Secretary of Health and Human Services to issue waivers to allow States to experiment with
new standards for investigative responses to cases of suspected child maltreatment. The
Secretary should direct the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect or the National
Institute of Mental Health, in collaboration with the Office of Justice Programs, to evaluate
the effects of these experimental efforts. To the extent that changes prove successful, they
should be incorporated into new standards for reporting and responding to cases of
suspected child maltreatment.

Recommendation 16

State and Tribal courts and legislatures should seek to develop alternative means of dispute
resolution in cases related to child protection so that the process may stimulate or enhance
family and neighborhood responsibility. The Attorney General should direct relevant units
of the Office of Justice Programs, in consultation with the National Center on Child Abuse
and Neglect, to support evaluation of such innovations, Results should be disseminated,
especially among State and Tribal legislators, judges, and justice system administrators.
Whenever appropriate, experimentation should be coordinated with work by
multidisciplinary task forces established by Children’s Justice Act grantees.

88




Recommendation 17

The Attorney General should direct the Office of Justice Programs to support research and
demonstration programs to increase understanding of the way that children experience the
legal process, and to find ways to increase their satisfaction with it. The goal should be to
make children "partners in the pursuit of justice.” State and local bar associations should
use this knowledge to enhance the training of attorneys and lay advocates who represent
children in child protection proceedings.

Recommendation 18

State and Tribal legislatures should ensure that children have legal standing to file actions
or appeal decisions, including dispositional orders, in matters pertaining to their protection
and care. Congress should act to provide children with access to Federal courts to
remediate any failure by States to exercise reasonable efforts to protect children from harm
and to promote stability in their lives.

Recommendation 19

In collaboration with the President of the Legal Services Corporation and relevant
associations of lawyers and judges, the Attorney General should provide research, training,
and financial support to improve the quality of representation of children in civil child
protection proceedings. Such efforts should include development and dissemination of
model court rules and standards of practice to guide attorneys and guardians ad litem in
their work.

Recommendation 20

With appropriation of necessary funds, Congress should require the States to establish an
office of ombudsman for children, especially those in out-of-home care, as a condition of
receiving funds under Title IV-E of the Social Security Act. State legislatures should ensure
that ombudsmen have full access to children in out-of-home care and other public programs
and facilities and that children have access to the ombudsmen. Legislatures also should
ensure that ombudsmen have the independence necessary to represent children’s interests
effectively.
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Recommendation 21

Federal agencies that directly or indirectly support facilities providing out-of-home care for
children should collaborate in gathering and disseminating knowledge about good practice,
regulation, and other mechanisms that effectively prevent child maltreatment in these
facilities. These agencies, including the Departments of Education, Justice, and Health and
Human Services, should then collaborate in developing, implementing, and evaluating
standards and procedures to prevent institutional child maltreatment.

ILE. ELEMENT 3: IMPROVING THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN ADDRESSING
CHILD MALTREATMENT

Recommendation 22

The Federal Government should establish a National Child Protection Policy (see Appendix
B). The goal of the policy should be to facilitate comprehensive community efforts to
ensure the safe and healthy development of children and youth. The policy should be
incorporated into the United States Code as an intrinsic part of the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act. The policy should drive the child protection-related activities of all
Federal agencies. State Governments should establish analogous State Child Protection
Policies.

Recommendation 23

Congress should act to build a financing system consistent with a comprehensive child-
centered, neighborhood-based, family-focused child protection system. To that end:

® The Congressional leadership should work to minimize fragmented committee
jurisdiction that impedes integration of funding streams.

® Congress should reallocate existing resources from a focus on supporting the costs
of out-of-home placement to a focus on preventive, "front-end,” intensive, and
comprehensive services, with emphasis on neighborhood-based services.

® Congress should provide for increased flexibility for blending funds across sources

and categories, provided that such integration is consistent with State and
Neighborhood Child Protection Plans.
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® Until Congress provides substantial funds in various sectors for prevention and
treatment of child abuse and neglect, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
should be amended to permit -- and indeed to encourage -- States to spend their
allotments for the purpose of prevention and treatment, not CPS improvement.

® Whenever feasible, Congress should provide for direct grants, rather than
reimbursement for unit-based services, to neighborhood programs for the purpose
of strengthening families and prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect.
Accountability should be ensured through evaluation based on outcome rather than
simple quantification of services provided.

IILF. ELEMENT 4: REORIENTING SOCIETAL VALUES THAT MAY CONTRIBUTE
TO CHILD MALTREATMENT

Recommendation 24

The new President should act promptly to sign the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and should submit it to the Senate with appropriate reservations, understandings, and
declarations to adapt the Convention to the American federalist system. The Senate then
should act with all deliberate speed to ratify the Convention. Even before the Convention
is signed and ratified, States, Tribes, Counties, and municipalities should adopt it as a set
of principles to guide their policies affecting children.

Recommendation 25

The various television networks and producers should join in resolving to diminish the level
of violence on television. Congress, relevant professional associations, and the general
public should join in advocacy for such change.

Recommendation 26

Civic, political, and religious leaders should unite in proclaiming the message that violence,
especially violence against children, is an unacceptable means of resolving conflict.

Professional associations should join in this message and in education of their members and
the general public about nonviolent means of discipline and dispute resolution.
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Recommendation 27

Congress should make receipt of Federal funds by any program or facility contingent on
prohibition of corporal punishment within it. (The Board reiterates its strong endorsement
of Recommendation B-3 in CREATING CARING COMMUNITIES, supra notc 7.)

Recommendation 28

Every school should emphasize, facilitate, and teach nonviolent approaches to conflict
resolution. This philosophy should be reflected in the school’s discipline policies, its courses,
and its athletic programs. Relevant Federal and State agencies, including the U.S.
Department of Education, should stimulate the development, evaluation, and broad-scale
implementation of such approaches.

Recommendation 29

The Secretary of Health and Human Services should direct the National Institute of Mental
Health, or the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, to undertake
an initiative for research on the relation of public attitudes to the problem of sexual abuse
and on means of community change consistent with its prevention. In the meantime, civic,
professional, and religious leaders, as well as cclebrities in entertainment and sports, should
join to promote healthy attitudes toward sexuality and to promote respect between the sexes,
particularly by men for women. The media also should make special efforts not to
communicate messages that condone or encourage child sexuality or the sexual exploitation
of children.

Recommendation 30

Schools, churches, community development agencies, and other community organizations
should strengthen their efforts to represent and celebrate the cultures they serve by enlisting
parents and community leaders of diverse backgrounds in planning various cultural
appreciation events. The goal should be to foster greater appreciation for cultural diversity,
including both pride in one’s own culture and respect for the cultural backgrounds of others.
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Recommendation '31

In all child protection activities, including graduate and professional education, cultural
competence should be an emphasis. Efforts should be made to incorporate traditional
means of helping and dispute resolution whenever appropriate. Cultural competence should
not be a substitute for affirmative action in employment; diligent efforts should be exercised
to build a staff that represents the neighborhoods and cultures served.

IILG. ELEMENT §5: STRENGTHENING AND BROADENING THE BUILDING OF
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT CHILD MALTREATMENT

Recommendation 32

Federal agencies should ensure that child protection activitics supported with Federal funds
are subjected to rigorous evaluation, that funding decisions about demonstration grants are
based in part on the proposed projects’ potential contribution to knowledge, and that
findings of such studies are applied in the design and implementation of programs in the
child protection system.

Recommendation 33

In collaboration with other Federal agencies as relevant, the National Institute of Mental
Health should solicit research, including research demonstrations, to clarify the relationships
among social support, material support, culture, and child maltreatment.
Recommendation 34

Relevant Federal agencies should encourage research that assesses (1) children’s, parents’,

neighbors’, and workers’ own experience of the context in which child maltreatment occurs
and (2) their perceptions of the systemic responses to the problem.
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APPENDIX B

U.S. ADVISORY BOARD ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
PROPOSED NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

DEFINITIONS:

Child protection system refers to the entire system that serves children and their families
in cases where:

® risk of child maltreatment exists,

® maltrecatment has been reported, or

® maltreatment has been found to exist.

The child protection system includes but is not limited to child protective
services (CPS), the State or County child welfare agencies mandated by law
to protect abused and neglected children. Other components of the child
protection system include law enforcement, education, health and public
health, mental health, developmental disabilities, and court agencies. The
system includes public, private, and voluntary agencies and organizations.

A comprehensive child protection system is one that incorporates the [relevant] provisions
identified [in the FINDINGS section] infra.

A child-centered child protection system is one that:
® takes children seriously as individuals,
® gives primary attention to their best interest, as reflected in their needs and
experiences,
® provides opportunities and such representation as may be necessary for children
to be heard in matters pertaining to them (when children are capable of such
expression), and
® responds flexibly to the diversity of their cultural backgrounds and the
circumstances in which they find themselves.

Adoption of the perspective of the child will lead in most instances to a
concern with strengthening families.

A family-focused child protection system is one that, consistent with [the third declaration

in the DECLARATIONS section infra and the relevant tenet in the TENETS section infra],
rccognizes the paramount importance of the family for the development of children.
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A neighborhood-based child protection system is one in which:
® primary strategies are focused at the level of urban and suburban neighborhoods
and rural communities,
® social and economic supports for troubled families and children are developed at
the neighborhood level, where neighborhood is delined by geographic boundaries,
and
® both formal and informal services (e.g., volunteer, professionally-facilitated self-help
programs) that are based on the principle of voluntary help by one citizen for another
are widely available, regardless of whether access to such services is determined by
place of residence.

DECLARATIONS:!

Respect for the inherent dignity and inalienable rights of children as members of the human
community requires protection of their integrity as persons.

Children have a right to protection from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or

abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation including sexual abuse,
while in the care of parent(s), leeal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the

child, including children residing in group homes and institutions.’

Children have a right to grow up in a_family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness,
love_and understanding.’

The several Governments of the United States share a profound responsibility to ensure that
children enjoy, at a minimum, such protection of their physical, sexual, and psychological
security.

The several Governments of the United States bear a special duty to refrain from subjecting
children in their care and custody to harm,

Children have a right to be treated with respect as individuals, with due regard to cultural
diversity and the need for culturally competent delivery of services in the child protection
system.

Children have a right to be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and
administrative proceedings affecting them,* with ample opportunity for representation and

for provision of procedures that comport with the child’s sense of dignity.

' Underlined language is drawn from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, sometimes with minor
revision for grammatical form.

id., art. 19, subsection 1.

’Id,, preamble.

‘Id, art. 12.
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The duty to protect the integrity of children as persons implies a duty to prevent assaults on
that integrity whenever possible.

FINDINGS:

Each year, hundreds of thousands of American children are subjected to abuse, neglect, or
both.

Often the child protection system fails to protect such children from further maltreatment
or to alleviate the consequences of maltreatment.

The child protection system has developed largely in unplanned fashion, with resulting
failure (a) to reach many of the children in need of protection and (b) to provide effective
services to them and their families.

Substantial gaps exist in knowledge about child abuse and neglect, the diffusion of that
knowledge, and the development of a pool of trained professionals who are specialized in
child protection.

Tolerance of child abuse and neglect threatens the integrity of the nation because of its
inconsistency with core American values: regard for individuals as worthy of respect,
reverence for family life, concern for one’s neighbors (especially those who are dependent
or vulnerable), and competence in economic competition.

Failure to provide an effective system of child protection also imperils the nation by
increasing the risk of crime and physical and mental disability, diminishing the level of
educational achievement, and threatening the integrity of the family.

Such consequences of child abuse and neglect cost the nation billions of dollars each year
in direct expenditures for health, social, and special educational services and in long-term
loss of worker productivity.

Deterioration in the quality of urban neighborhoods and rural communities increases the
isolation of families from their neighbors and, therefore, the rate of child abuse and neglect;
child maltreatment itself tears the social fabric of the community and thus escalates the
decline of neighborhoods and communities in crisis.

Although the family remains the most fundamental unit in American society, the family has
undergone substantial change in recent decades, and the nature of child maltreatment has
beccome more complex. The complexity of the task of child protcction has incrcascd
commensurately.
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An effective response to the problem of child abuse and neglect requires a comprehensive
approach that:

® integrates the contributions of social service, legal, health, mental health, and
education professionals,

o provides for coordinated roles of (a) private child welfare, mental health, and
advocacy agencies, (b) civic, religious, self-help, and professional organizations, and
(c) individual volunteers,

® assures the protection of children while in each of the relevant service systems,

® provides for coordinated roles of all levels of government, in cooperation with the
private sector, and

® cnsures that adequate provision is made in the child protection system for
prevention, investigation, adjudication, and treatment.

The prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect are most effective when organized
and delivered at a neighborhood level.

Failure to provide a comprehensive child protection system integrated across and within
levels of government (in cooperation with relevant private-sector organizations) results in

waste of many of those resources now allocated for child protection.

Substantial reduction of the prevalence of child abuse and neglect and alleviation of its
effects when it occurs are matters of the highest national priority.
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THE FOLLOWING TENETS ARE HEREBY DECLARED TO BE THE CHILD
PROTECTION POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES:

The child protection system should be comprehensive, child-centered, family-focused, and
neighborhood-based.

The principal goal of governmental involvement in child protection should be to facilitate
comprehensive community efforts to ensure the safe and healthy development of children.

Federal authorities should exercise due care to ensure that standards and procedures for
public financing of child protection efforts promote and do not inhibit flexible, integrated
approaches to child protection in all of the systems of service (e.g., education, mental health)
for children and families.

Because of (a) the link between poverty and some forms of child maltreatment and (b) the
limited resources available in impoverished communities, Federal aid for child protection
should be distributed with due regard to relative financial need of States, their political
subdivisions, Tribes, and community health and mental health catchment areas.

Recognizing the complex nature of child maltreatment, Federal authorities should stimulate,
integrate, and coordinate leading child protection programs, at least in those public, private,
and voluntary agencies that have responsibility for carrying out Federal efforts in social
services, health, mental health, advocacy, education, law enforcement, corrections, housing,
cooperative extension, volunteer action, and the administration of justice.

Federal authorities should ensure that direct child protection services to children and
families within Fedcral jurisdiction (e.g., military families; Native Americans) are exemplary
in quality and that relevant Federal agencies provide models of culturally competent child
protective strategies that may be adopted in other communities.
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The child protection system should incorporate all appropriate measures to prevent the
occurrence or recurrence of child abuse and neglect.

The child protection system should incorporate all appropriate measures to promote physical
and psychological recovery and social re-integration of a child victim of any form of neglect,
exploitation or abuse; such recovery and re-integration should take place in an environment
which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child.’

As the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth and well-
being of all its members and particularly children, the family should be afforded protection
and assistance necessary for it to assume its responsibilities fully within the community.® The
several Governments of the United States, in cooperation with private organizations, should
act:

® to strengthen families in general to minimize the circumstances that may cause or
precipitate child abuse and neglect,

® to provide Intensive services to avoid the removal of children from family
environments at times of crisis, and

® to make all reasonable efforts to rcunify families when abuse or neglect has
resulted in removal of a child.

Comprehensive child protection plans should be developed regularly at all levels of
government and should show due sensitivity to the cultural diversity and individual needs of
children and families.

Child protection efforts should be integrated with broader child and family policy, pursuant,
e.g., to the recently-enacted Claude Pepper Young Americans Act.

5 Id., art. 39.
¢ Id, preamble.
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Federal agencies are hereby directed to use all means practicable, including financial and
technical assistance -- in cooperation with State, Tribal, and local governments and other
concerned public and private organizations -- to fulfill this policy and to act with due urgency in
doing so.

To that end, the several agencies of the Federal Government with responsibility for child
protection should take all steps necessary to ensure that every community in the United
States has the resources -- fiscal, human, and technical -- required to develop and implement
a child protection strategy that will:

® cnsure the safety of children,

® prevent child maltreatment, whenever possible,

e resultin timely, sensitive, and accurate investigation and assessment, whenever child
maltreatment is suspected or known to have occurred,

® result in treatment to ameliorate the effects of abuse and neglect on children and
family members,

@ aim, whenever possible, to rebuild the families whose ties have been frayed by
maltreatment, and

® assure safe, stable, and nurturing substitute family environments when children are
temporarily or permanently unsafe in their biological families.
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Among the steps that should be taken by the Federal Government to assist communities in
their child protection and family strengthening efforts are the following:

o facilitation of community planning;

® generation and diffusion of knowledge relevant to child protection, including
models for prevention and service delivery;

o strengthening of States’ capacities to assist communities, particularly with respect
to moving toward more voluntary preventive services as opposed to emphasizing
investigation and foster care;

® stimulation of the growth of human resources (professional, paraprofessional, and
volunteer) that communities may use in fulfillment of their plans for child protection;

® sharing of financial resources necessary to implement community plans;

® [cadership in uniting caring communities unwilling to tolerate the abuse and neglect
of their youngest members.
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APPENDIX C

Executive Summaries of Six Papers Commissioned
by the
U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect

1. NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED PROGRAMS
Executive Summary

James Garbarino

Kathleen Kostelny
Erikson Institute

Chicago, Illinois

Families live in neighborhoods. Some of these neighborhoods enhance parent-child
relations; others exacerbate problems in families. Research conducted in communities across
the country highlights the fact that socioeconomic and demographic risk factors tend to
cluster in neighborhoods., The trend in many areas is for increasing negative social
momentum: more concentration of poverty, less active neighborhood cooperation, fewer
social support systems functioning on behalf of families. Poverty is the most powerful
predictor of such negative trends, but these trends are evident even in some areas with
adequate income.

Research identifies many influences on the ability and willingness of neighborhoods to
function in support of families to prevent child maltreatment and protect children. These
influences include:

® the role of community violence in suppressing neighborhood functioning;

e the lack of neighborhood-based models for child and family-oriented human
services;

e the difficulty involved in coordinating the efforts or ‘“indigenous" and
paraprofessional staff with professional activities;

® the nced for outside interventions to reverse inertia and negative momentum in
many high-risk neighborhoods.
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The existing research implies a program of well designed and funded demonstration projects
to test empirically the potential of neighborhood-based projects to address child
maltreatment. The highest priority for these demonstration efforts is the creation of
"prevention zones" in which enhanced law enforcement, social service and economic
development efforts are coupled and coordinated to produce simultaneously basic safety and
security, employment opportunities, and family psycho-social support.

Such a demonstration project (with perhaps 20 sites set in contrasting communities across
the United States) would permit a much needed empirical test of emergent hypotheses
regarding neighborhood-based efforts. Specifically:

1. Full employment serves as a critical factor in stabilizing neighborhoods and
permitting family support to function on behalf of children;

2. Professional leadership is critical, but insufficient alone. Heavy reliance on
well-trained paraprofessionals who are supervised by professionals to reach
large numbers of families is essential.

3. "Community policing" in which law enforcement is neighborhood oriented
(local substations, stable assignment of officers, special training in community
relations, etc.) is an essential component.

4, Schools can serve as a focal point for "prevention zones," but only to the
degree that the schools are themselves neighborhood-based (i.e., draw their
students from the immediate geographic area of the school).

In sum, this paper can serve as a "user's guide" for neighborhood-based and
neighborhood-oriented programs. Combining these principles of operation with the results
of systematic (and well evaluated) social experimentation should lead us to make real
progress in utilizing the potential of neighborhoods as social support systems in preventing
and responding to child maltreatment.
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2. SOCIOCULTURAL FACTORS IN CHILD MALTREATMENT
Executive Summary

Jill E. Korbin, Ph.D.
Associate Professor Department of Anthropology
Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Neighborhoods, and the individuals that comprise them, must be empowered to identify and
meet their needs and to provide the best possible environment for their children. The
challenge in culturally competent child protection is to respect cultural differences while
ensuring equitable standards of protection for all children. Accommodating the multicultural
nature of our nation is critical to the success of neighborhood-based child protection.
However, ensuring equitable responsiveness to all children, regardless of their cultural
background, is equally critical.

Definitions of child abuse and neglect must be culturally-informed and culturally-competent.
The cultural context and continuum of acceptable and unacceptable behavior must be well
understood. Culture and child maltreatment are both difficult to define. They are political
as well as social and scientific terms and their meanings have changed over time. The
importance of incorporating culturally-informed definitions of child abuse and neglect in a
neighborhood- based strategy is in the identification of cases of child maltreatment. The
goal should be congruence on definitions that provide a basis for differentiating what is
cultural and what is maltreatment (or the components of each) such that prevention,
identification, and intervention can be accomplished on a consensus, rather than an
adversarial, basis,

Cultures and ethnic groups are not homogeneous and substantial diversity exists within any
group. Culture and ethnicity are too often defined on the basis of large groupings of people
based on skin color or geographic area from which descent can be traced. Broad racial
designations do not accurately identify the cultural composition of a neighborhood. There
is diversity within any cultural group, and this intracultural diversity must be well-understood
for a successful neighborhood-based child protection strategy.

No cultural, ethnic or racial group in the United States has been demonstrated to have
greater rates of child maltreatment. Incidence and prevalence studies do not indicate a clear
and consistent pattern of cultural, ethnic, or racial differences in maltreatment rates that are
not seriously confounded with socioeconomic status. Inadequate definitions and reporting
bias further complicate this issuc.
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The impact of culture on child abuse and neglect is poorly understood and more research
must be undertaken. Even though there are not clear differences among racial, cultural or
ethnic groups in rates of maltreatment, culture and ethnicity are important in prevention,
treatment and policy. That is, just because culture is not significant in rates of reported
child abuse and neglect does not mean that it can be dismissed in a neighborhood-based
strategy. The balance of cultural risk and protective factors must be considered in examining
the impact of culture on child maltreatment.

There have been few published examples of culturally- specific prevention efforts or
therapeutic interventions. Nevertheless, culture permeates virtually all aspects of individuals’
lives and must be incorporated into a neighborhood-based strategy.

Suspicion of a child protection system that has been investigative and punitive may be
particularly strong among culturally and ethnically diverse populations. This suspicion must
be addressed by empowering neighborhoods to identify their needs and strengths.

A successful neighborhood-based system must adopt a difference model rather than
assuning a deficiency in some cultural and ethnic groups.

The cultural and ethnic composition of a neighborhood must be represented in research and
practice. This may be accomplished through increasing the proportion of culturally-diverse
professionals and/or through advisory or citizen review boards. Research proposals should
include samples that are culturally representative of the neighborhood being studied.

All neighborhood child protection workers should be encouraged and rewarded for spending
time in the neighborhood unrelated to child abuse and neglect investigation and intervention.
This will afford a better understanding of the cultural continuum of behaviors and the point
at which deviance in child care is defined from within the culture.

Neighborhoods cannot be defined on the basis of socioeconomic status or cultural
composition alone. All poor neighborhoods are not alike in the risks posed and protective
factors present. All White neighborhoods are not alike, nor are all Black or Hispanic or
Asian neighborhoods. Culture and ethnicity must be self-defined, not identified from the
outside.
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3. CHILD PROTECTION AND OUT-OF-HOME CARE:
SYSTEM REFORMS AND REGULATING PLACEMENTS

Executive Summary

Paul Lerman
Distinguished Professor of Social Work and Sociology
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Introduction

Children and youth who have experienced abuse or neglect can be found in substantial
numbers in out-home-placements associated with the fields of mental health, child welfare,
and juvenile corrections. While residing in residential treatment centers, group homes, or
detention centers, they are at risk of once again experiencing abuse or neglect by staff or
other peer residents. In addition, there exists evidence on a national scale that children and
youth without a prior experience of abuse or neglect are at-risk of becoming a victim of
abuse or neglect in an out-home-placement.

The diminution of abuse or neglect in out-home-placement is an important aim of any broad
children protection strategy. Reducing out-of-home placements in the three major systems
dealing with children and youth (i.e., mental health, child welfare, and juvenile corrections)
is a logical target of any abuse-prevention policy. In addition, improving the regulatory
oversight of placements-if placement cannot be prevented-is a second target of any abuse-
prevention policy. This paper assesses the research and service literature for insights
regarding the reduction of placements and the regulation of out-home-settings. Specifically,
these twin goals are pursued by:

1. Describing and examining leading examples of comprehensive service systems reforms
that possess the potential-by design and implementation-to yield services that can provide
care, protection, and treatment while reducing placements, or providing alternatives to
restrictive out-of-home settings.

2. Describing and examining leading examples of regulatory reforms that possess the
potential-by design and implementation-to symbolize and enforce the goals of child
protection for children at-risk of placement or in a placement of any duration.

At a minimum, a national strategy of reducing and/or preventing institutional abuse neglect
during a single year would need to target 1 to 1.4 million youth under the 18 years of age-or
1.5 to 2.0 per cent of the under 18 youth population. The usual figure of half a million at-
risk youth-often cited by officials-is off the mark by at least 100 per cent.
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Service System Reforms; Mental Health

Programs that are components of service systems have historically attracted the greatest
amount of evaluation resources and attention. But service system reforms that attempt to
incorporate program innovation, within a broader, more closely coordinated, network of
services may offer a unique contribution to a national child protection strategy. Three types
of service system reforms were examined: 1) an ideal system, implemented at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, and funded by national military funds on behalf of civilian families of
military service personnel; 2) a cost-offset system, implemented in Ventura County, and
funded by special funds connected to reductions in state placements; and 3) an
individualized, non-program component, model in Alaska, funded by state funds formerly
allocated to out-of-state placements.

While each system reform was guided by a distinct philosophy, target population, referral
sources, and coordinating mechanisms, each system shared a critical design feature-the
creation and implementation of special control mechanisms to screen all out-of-home
placement decisions. These distinct placement controls insured that placements were, in
practice, actually reduced to achieve system-wide goals. Besides monitoring the decisions
of judges, clinicians, and social workers, each system devised mechanisms for securing high
degrees of flexibility in spending funds for a mixture of services.

Existing evaluations tend to focus major emphases on out-of-homes placement reductions,
and fiscal savings per capita served, but there is insufficient evidence that youth are really
"better off" for having been clients of the reform systems. The Ventura County model has
made the strongest effort to assess improved school behaviors, but more empirical research
is necessary to yield convincing evidence that families function more smoothly, youth are less
deviant, and that presenting psychiatric symptoms have been reduced.

Service System Reforms: Child Welfare and Juvenile Corrections

Two additional models of system reform were assessed-one from child welfare and one from
juvenile corrections. The child welfare system reform involved the decategorization of 30
distinct funding streams in Iowa for four demonstration counties, and the allocation of a
single funding package-provided that counties engaged in a local planning effort that yielded
a "bottom-up” design of services. The plan had to be co-signed by three local officials-the
presiding juvenile court judge, the county Board of Supervisors, and the County Human
Services Director. The juvenile corrections reform focused on the state of Massachusetts,
where a system of community-based services had been created and implemented over a 20
year period by State Officials.

Both models emphasized the provision of a broad array of services to replace more
restrictive out-of-home placements, coordination mechanisms, and flexible funding. Both
models, in practice, reveal an inability to provide evidence that all forms of placements were
indeed, reduced. One county in Iowa was unable to demonstrate whether local detention
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and local secure residential placements substituted for any reductions in state-administered
placements. The Massachusetts system reform was unable to demonstrate that “intermittent”
confinement of youth on parole may have substituted for "court arraignments” as indicators
of system effectiveness. A complete assessment of the ability of these system reforms to
reduce out-of-home placements of all types, while demonstrating an ability to improve the
functioning of youths and their families, requires further detailed studies.

The Regulation_of Out-of-Home Placements

If placements can not be prevented, then improvements in the design and implementation
of regulatory statutes and organizational mechanisms can also be used to reduce the
likelihood of institutional abuse and/or neglect. Five regulatory strategies were assessed:
1) devising statutory protection for minors entering inappropriate forms of out-of-home care,
treatment, and custody; 2) specifying definitions of out-of-home care abuse and/or neglect
that is congruent with non-familial settings; 3} upgrading licensing capabilities and
responsibilities; 4) improving the monitoring and enforcement of statutory standards; 5)
subsidizing and supporting child advocates capable of monitoring and investigating suspected
cases of abuse and/or neglect; and 6) using research surveys of youthful clients to monitor
actual placement experiences by potential victims of sexual and physical abuse or neglect.

A broadened statutory approach to child protection could legislate a "statutory presumption”
against institutional placements. The use of this standard could require placement decision-
makers to document that less restrictive placement alternatives were unsuccessful, and that
imminent danger of harm does, in fact, exist. The use of such a standard could provide a
measure of consideration in balancing the potential harm of a placement prior to a non-
emergency removal and the potential harm to self or others by remaining in the current
residence.

A majority of states do not have statutes that clearly distinguish between the broad levels
of permissible physical, social, and emotional behaviors engaged in by parents and the
narrow levels of tolerance permitted under the authority of publicly funded and/or
administrated placements. The absence of clear distinctions between types of abuse can
make it more difficult to enforce licensing standards. Clearer standards of behavior could
assist administrators to educate and socialize child care and professional staff regarding
impermissible behaviors.

Many licensing standards tend to emphasize physical features of foster care homes and
institutional facilities. Studies of the health status of foster children indicate that additional
standards that emphasize nutrition and health needs may be useful in insuring equal access
and use of medical services. One legal scholar has cited the "woeful inadequacy” of medical
care for foster children as an integral part of an argument for an expanded constitutional
protection of children and youth. Rather than wait for court decrees, it might be more
appropriate to expand licensing statutes to require that health care services for out-of-home
children meet the standards set forth by the Academy of Pediatrics and the American Dental
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Association.  Quality assurance units within licensing organizations-independent of
placement units could be mandated to operate utilization and peer reviews of health records
of children in placement.

The enforcement of institutional abuse statutes and regulations involves assessing the scope
of enforcement jurisdiction, so that it can allocate major investigative resources to monitor
the most restrictive forms of placement as a top priority. In order to engage in enforcement
activities in a strategic manner, it is important that investigative units be independent of
placement organizations and staff on distinguishing legal and social concerns about
allegations of abuse and/or neglect.

The adult systems of mental health and developmental disabilities are provided with federal
subsidies to engage in protection and advocacy activities. If a comparable federal statute
were provided for children and youth then a "Protection and Advocacy System" for minors
would receive up to $21 million-the level provided to the "Protection and Advocacy System”
for persons with developmental disabilities.

A recently completed survey of former foster care children, funded by a national
organization with high professional standards, revealed an unusual number of unknown
reports of sexual and physical abuse and neglect. A sustained effort to include social science
survey research as independent fact gatherers from children leaving placement could yield
crucial information in monitoring and assessing all placements.
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4. THE ROLE OF MATERIAL FACTORS IN
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Executive Summary

Leroy H. Pelton
School of Social Work
Salem State College
Salem, Massachusetts

There is overwhelming and remarkably consistent evidence--across a variety of definitions
and methodologies, and from studies performed at different periods of time--that poverty
and low income are strongly related to child abuse and neglect and to the severity of child
maltreatment.  Children from impoverished and low-income families are wvastly
overrepresented in the incidence of child abuse and neglect. The strong relationship
between poverty and low income and child abuse and neglect holds not only for child abuse
and neglect in general, but for every identified form of child abuse and neglect, including
emotional abuse, emotional neglect, and sexual abuse.

In fact, there is a strong funneling effect in regard to child abuse and neglect and their
severity, with the poorest children in our society being at greatest risk (having the highest
incidence rates) and the wealthier children being at least risk (having the lowest incidence
rates). Approximately 40 to 50% of all child abuse and neglect incidents occur within the
less than 15% of all American families with children that live below the poverty level. More
than 90% of all incidents occur in families bclow the median income, meaning that another
40-50% of all incidents occur within the roughly 35% of families with incomes above the
poverty level but below the median income.

Thus the incidence rate is less than half for children in such families than it is for children
living in families below the poverty level. Finally, less than 10% of all incidents occur within
families with incomes above the median. Thus children in families with incomes above the
poverty level but below the median income are at five to seven times greater risk than
children in families with incomes above the median, and children in families below the
poverty level are at 13 to 17 times greater risk.

There is substantial evidence to indicate that this strong income relationship is not merely
an anomaly of reporting systems or personal biases, Morcover, this relationship is blind to
race and ethnicity.

AFDC families involved in child abuse and neglect incidents have been found to be existing
at lower material levels of living than other AFDC families. Their comparatively greater
material hardships include more overcrowded and dilapidated housing, not enough beds for
their children, less likelihood of having basic amenities such as air conditioners and
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telephones, and greater likelihood of at least occasional hunger. There is an astoundingly
high prevalence of a wide range of serious health problems among both parents and children
in AFDC families involved in child abuse and neglect, but there is no evidence yet that this
prevalence is higher than among other AFDC families.

Unemployment is strongly related to child abuse and neglect, but not independently of the
extent of the material hardship it might cause. That is, job loss is more strongly related to
child abuse and neglect among familics who are already poor and do not have the financial
resources to cushion the additional blow of job loss (and therefore loss of income) upon
their material circumstances.

Most impoverished parents do not abuse or neglect their children. Both evidence and logic
suggest that the relationship between material hardship and child abuse and neglect is
mediated by an interaction between individual differences in the cognitive ability to cope
with poverty and the extent of the dangerousness and inadequacy of the material conditions
of one’s environment.

For people living in poverty, adequacy of child care is dependent upon one’s ability to cope
with poverty. But adequacy of care is also relative to the adequacy of the environment.
What is adequate child care in one environment may be inadequate in a more dangerous
one. The diligence of carc necessary to protect a child in a dangerous environment is
greater than in a safer environment. To the extent that their environments and living
conditions are made less dangerous, the quality of care that parents with the least ability to
cope with poverty are capable of giving, although the same as before, will now be less
inadequate. Such parents will be less susceptible to a judgment of neglect, and will be less
likely to resort to abuse of their children in desperate attempts to control their behavior to
keep them away from the hazards of their environment--hazards which include the sexual
abuse that may occur within a dangerous neighborhood environment.

Evidence pertaining to the provision of a wide variety of material supports and concrete
services--including higher AFDC benefits, employment, day care, window guardrails, and
emergency cash assistance--suggests that such supports and services may reduce the
incidence of child abuse and neglect and the need for foster care placement. It is
recommended that future research should include experimentally controlled studies designed
to assess the separate effects of a variety of different material supports, independently of
other types of services, in regard to the prevention of child abuse and neglect.

Moreover, it is recommended that more efforts should be made to study impoverished
parents who provide excellent care and nurturance to their children despite the context of
an adverse environment, in order to discover the specific strengths that enable them to do
so. However, although in the long term, we must increase the individual competencies and
inner resources of all who are deficient, this goal is most likely to be achieved through the
opening up of opportunities for decent education, jobs, and careers, and through ensuring
the health and safety of children to allow them to take advantage of such opportunities as
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they grow up. We must address the poverty conditions that leave children abused, neglected,
or otherwise harmed in the short run, if we are to increase individual competencies and
inner resources in the long run.

The unavoidable conclusion is that the most effeclive way to reduce child abuse and neglect
is to reduce poverty and its material hardships by increasing the incomes of families to at
least above the poverty level. Various proposals have been put forth previously for reducing
child poverty. They include setting AFDC benefits nationally at or above the poverty level
and indexing them to cost-of-living increases; providing a guaranteed minimum annual
income, at the poverty level or up to one-half the national median income; assuring a
full-employment economy through the creation, if need be, of government jobs programs;
establishing an unconditional right to employment at wages compatible with an adequate
level of living; increasing mandated minimum wages; creating a universal children’s
allowance in the form of a direct cash payment or a refundable tax credit, as is done in all
western European countries; promoting full utilization of the Earned Income Tax Credit;
and creating a national child support enforcement program coupled with a
government-insured minimum benefit plan to address instances in which absent parents do
not meet their child support obligations.

The concern here is simply that there is a direct and intimate relationship between
magnitude of family income and incidence rate of child abuse and neglect, and that the most
effective way to reduce child abuse and neglect would be to increase family income,
especially at the lowest regions of the income scale, no matter what means are employed to
increase income levels.

Child abuse and neglect are directly and intimately related to material hardship. Deficient
material conditions and circumstances form the context in which child abuse and neglect
occur, and in the absence of which child abuse and neglect are less likely to occur, and less
likely to result in severe harm to children. If child abuse and neglect are to be reduced,
material supports must be provided to impoverished and low-income families. Some of these
supports can best be provided through national policies. Thus, it is contended here,
recommendations for a national universal health care system, a universal day-care system,
and renewed federal efforts to provide public housing are directly relevant to a national
strategy to reduce child abuse and neglect. Likewise, recommendations for full funding of
WIC, expansion of Head Start and public prekindergarten programs, and the development
of parental-leave policies are also consistent with such a strategy.

Our current child abuse and neglect prevention strategies have helped to create the
erroneous impression that many impoverished parents (those accused of child abuse and
neglect) do not care much about their children’s welfare. This false assumption, in turn, has
reinforced the coercive approach to child protection that guides our current child welfare
system. Current public child welfare agencies are not adequately equipped to deliver
concrete services and programs to address the material hardships of impoverished and
low-income families, and are not designed to do so. Large parts of the budgets of these
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agencies are devoted to foster care and the investigation of child abuse and neglect
complaints, and few social services are provided in child protection cases. Moreover,
because of the prospect of being stigmatized as abusers or neglecters, and the possibility of
having one’s children taken away, and perhaps because of the unlikelihood of receiving
needed concrete services, few parents involve themselves with the agencies voluntarily, or
through self-referral.

Therefore it is recommended that, in every state, a state child welfare agency be established
whose sole function would be to provide social services and programs on a voluntary
acceptance basis, to all families who want and need such services and cannot afford to
purchase them on their own. Such an agency would not be involved in any way in foster
care placement and investigative functions. The new state child welfare agency
recommended here would develop and offer a wide and attractive array of services wanted
and needed by families experiencing child welfare difficulties, with the mix or balance of
services appropriately weighted toward material supports. The wise allocation of resources
within such an agency would target areas of the state with high concentrations of
impoverished and low-income families, allowing the agency to intensify its service delivery
there through well-funded neighborhood service centers.

The foregoing proposals are closely consistent with the weight of the evidence. The
presence of material hardship is so pervasive in child abuse and neglect cases that it is clear
that any strategy aimed at significantly reducing the incidence of child abuse and neglect
must centrally address this bedrock context in which harm to children thrives. Without a key
focus on material hardship, other additionally desirable approaches will not succeed in
significantly reducing the incidence and severity of child abuse and neglect within our nation.
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5. SOCIAL SUPPORT AND THE PREVENTION
OF CHILD MALTREATMENT

Executive Summary

Ross A. Thompson
Department of Psychology
University of Nebraska
Lincoln, Nebraska

Consider the living circumstances of a family at risk for child maltreatment, or in which
parents have already abused or neglected offspring. If current profiles of maltreating
families are accurate, parents are economically impoverished, unemployed or
underemployed, living in substandard housing and possibly in a dangerous neighborhood,
have not lived long in the community, and may also be characterized by domestic violence,
a substance abuse problem, or psychological disorders. Moreover, the family is likely to be
socially isolated within the local community: neither parents nor offspring have strong,
enduring relationships with neighbors or other families who live nearby, have little awareness
of the local community resources they can use, and may also be regarded with wary
uncertainty by others who live near them.

How can informal, neighborhood-based social support resources help prevent child
maltreatment in a family like this? At its (idealized) best, social support can be provided
by a neighbor who can enlist his or her own experiences in the community to provide
emotional sustenance to parents and counseling about parenting dilemmas and problems,
work-related issues, and life stress. It might involve the parent’s access to community
programs that provide education, training in job skills, material assistance and -- in the
course of doing so -- offer an opportunity to strengthen social ties with others in the
community., Social support might entail school-based services that enable the victims of child
maltreatment to develop social skills, enhance self-esteem, strengthen academic competence,
and also develop relationships with supportive peers and alternative adult role-models.
Social support might also include community-based day-care services that are affordable, of
high quality, and which assist parents and offspring alike through informal peer networking
for parents, quasi-therapeutic programs for children, and the availability of a neighborhood
resource for advice about parenting and life stress. Informal social support in high risk
neighborhoods might also be enhanced by church, community, and recreational organizations
that have, as part of their explicit mission, the goal of extending their services to families
such as these by integrating them into a broader network of untroubled families through
cooperative, mutually beneficial activities. In such neighborhoods, social support is thus
well-integrated with a variety of other public and private services that needy families rely
upon, and which offer opportunities for social integration in the context of receiving welfare
benefits, obtaining treatment for substance abuse, developing educational or job skills, or
simply socializing with others on the street, the store, or the front porch. Neighborhood-
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based social support also recognizes the importance of non-neighborhood sources of social
support for such families, and fosters access (through transportation, telephone service, and
other means) to these additional support agents. Perhaps most important, informal,
neighborhood-based social support provides both emotional support and also monitoring of
parental conduct in a manner that is esteem-enhancing, nonstigmatizing, and welcomed by
recipient families.

Such a vision is well worth pursuing, and this paper reviews extensive research literatures
concerning what social support is and does in the lives of parents and children. Almost
necessarily, this review emphasizes that the term "social support” encompasses a far broader
range of processes and phenomena than intuitive portrayals might include. As suggested
above, for example, social support encompasses not only emotional sustenance and
counseling but also access to information and services, referrals to other support agents, skill
acquisition, developmental remediation of victimized children, and -- perhaps most important
-- social monitoring and social control of parenting practices to prevent future malitreatment.
These various affirmative, informational, socializing, instrumental, and control functions may
not easily be encompassed by the same social support agents because they involve potentially
conflicting roles and relationships to families at risk, and thus multifaceted social support
resources must be enlisted for troubled families. Social support is additionally complicated
by (a) the fact that the support needs of parents and children vary significantly but must be
coordinated in family interventions, (b) that social support for preventing maltreatment in
high risk families (secondary prevention) has somewhat different goals and functions from
support to prevent reabuse (tertiary prevention), (¢) that social networks that provide
support to needy families are also commonly sources of social stress, and that a careful
analysis of social network agents and their functions in the lives of troubled families is thus
necessary, and (d) that the nature and functions of social support vary depending on the
broader socioecconomic and ecological circumstances of the family. Finally, it is important
to recognize that enhanced social support does not derive simply from adding additional
people to an individual’s or family’s social network -- instead, less tangible factors such as
one’s expectations that others will assist when needed, a history of previous support, shared
values and viewpoints among social network members, and reciprocity in helping
relationships better define one’s experience of social support in a neighborhood or
community. Thus the task of enhancing informal, neighborhood-based social supports is a
complex challenge.

The importance of designing social support interventions for families at risk for child
maltreatment is enhanced by the consensual conclusion of researchers that these families are
"socially isolated" within their neighborhoods and communities. While this review of the
research concludes that considerably less is known about the nature of their "social
isolation” than is commonly assumed, it is also reasonable to believe that enhanced social
support will nevertheless be a valued asset to troubled families. Consequently, this review
concludes with a series of recommendations for the design of informal, neighborhood-based
social support intervention programs:
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Neighborhood-based social support alone is not sufficiently broadly-based to
strengthen supportive resources to high risk families. Social support agents extend
considerably beyond a family’s geographical locale, and consequently both
neighborhood-based and non-neighborhood sources of social support should be
enlisted.

Different maltreatment subpopulations have different social support needs. Even
though there is considerable overlap in different forms of maltreatment, to assume

that the support functions that are most needed for physically abusive families are the
same as those needed by physically neglectful or sexually abusive families neglects
important differences in the origins, characteristics, and sequelae of these different
forms of child maltreatment. Social support must be tailored to the specific needs
of troubled families.

Social support alone is unlikely to be an effective preventive intervention. If
maltreating families are multiproblem families, they have needs that extend beyond

those that can be addressed through informal social supports. This may include
social skills training to enhance access to natural support resources, substance abuse
programs, assisted access to social service benefits, child-care support, and various
interventions for the developmental remediation of child victims.

The integration of social support interventions into preexisting service programs to

high risk families provides useful avenues for effective assistance. Because needy
families have instrumental ties to some community resources, social support
interventions should usefully build on these tics in efforts to foster greater social
integration with the neighborhood. These include the organization of social services,
school -based resources, and church, recreational, and community organizations.




Coordination of social support to children and parents within high risk families is
gssential to helping each. Because family members are affected, directly and
indirectly, by support interventions intended for any one member, carefully-designed
social support interventions will take this into account by advancing programs that
mutually benefit multiple family members in compatible ways, and/or which reduce
negative reactions of family members to support provided to one of its members.
This is especially important when children are in out-of-home placements and the
coordination of home-based and out-of-home social support resources is important
for the child’s well-being.

Social support is_often best achieved by targeting support providers rather than
recipients alone. One of the important featurcs of informal, neighborhood-based
social support is its reliance on nonprofessional helpers, who often experience
personal exhaustion in their efforts to aid troubled families in needy communities.
Enlisting professional social service workers and other resources to support these
helpers is essential to well-designed interventions.

Considering the complexity of recipient reactions to aid will enhance the efficacy of
social support interventions. Receiving assistance provokes gratitude but also
perceptions of vulnerability, incompetence, indebtedness, and other negative reactions
that can limit one’s willingness to obtain help in the future. Insofar as social support
is meant as an ongoing resource in the lives of troubled families, carefully -designed
social support programs should benefit from research that describes recipient
reactions to aid and how to undermine negative reactions to help-giving.

Effective social support interventions can involve simple as well as complex strategies.
Although complex interventions will often be necessary, access to social support may
be enhanced by strategies as simple as providing free telephone service, access to
transportation, financial assistance to impoverished families, and access to meaningful
employment.

Much more research is needed. This review highlights areas of much-needed new
study, including greater specification of the nature of the "social isolation"
experienced by maltreating families and their social support needs.
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6. THE ROLE OF INTERVENTION AND TREATMENT SERVICES
IN THE PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Executive Summary

David A. Wolfe
Professor, Department of Psychology
The University of Western Ontario
Senior Fellow
The Institute for the Prevention of Child Abuse
London, Ontario

The Development of Theory-Based Interventions for Child Maltreatment

Psychologicaily-based intervention with reported maltreating parents has developed gradually
from an individual-focused pathology model to a more encompassing ecological model, with
an evolving emphasis on the importance of the parent-child relationship and its context.
Simultaneously, the orientation toward the treatment issue, i.e., how such behavior is viewed,
has shifted gradually away from a parent-focused, deviance viewpoint and more toward one
that accounts for the vast number of stress factors that impinge on the developing
parent-child relationship. This shift toward a more process-oriented, contextual theory of
maltreatment places greater emphasis on the importance of promoting parental competence
and reducing the burden of stress on families.

Although intervention models have greatly improved and have contributed to encouraging
gains in treatment outcomes, the field remains split between promising research findings, on
the one hand, and the realities of child protection and welfare, on the other hand.
Unfortunately, the dominant theme in most services to maltreating families remains that of
protection, not treatment. To assess any gains made over the past two decades in treatment
outcome, it is necessary to separate what is truly "treatment” from what is actually delivered
to identified families in practice. The present child welfare system is designed primarily for
protection rather than assistance, which leaves inadequate services available to a significant
number of parents who are "at-risk” of losing control with their children and who could
benefit from early intervention.

The developmental course of children from abusive and neglectful family environments
typically proceeds unabated. They are more likely to associate with delinquent peers and
engage in antisocial behaviors, which further serves to impair their ability to master
important developmental tasks. Moreover, such associations perpetuate attitudes,
motivations, emotions, and beliefs that encourage the likelihood of coercive behavior. This
course, combined with added cultural stereotypes for men and women, may lead to both
sexual and nonsexual forms of acting out during adolescence and young adulthood in
attempts to control and coerce others. Accordingly, a developmentally guided intervention
and prevention strategy was presented in this review, which works on the principle of
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providing the least intrusive, carliest assistance possible, instead of relying on aversive
contingencies. The focus of intervention can be shifted away from identifying misdeeds of
the parent, and more toward promoting an optimal balance between the needs of the child
and the abilities of the parent.

Following is a summary of the major findings and conclusions drawn from this review of
intervention and prevention efforts directed at identified or at-risk adults and children. The
criteria for inclusion in this review was primarily based on the ability to draw scientifically
sound conclusions from the data presented in written form by the researchers. Due to the
presence of methodological limitations, many of the conclusions are couched in cautionary
terms. No effort was made to include reports or studies that did not include control groups,
comparison groups, adequate measures, or similar limitations (although some exceptions
were made concerning new, emerging areas).

The review is presented in three major sections, The first section covers 43 studies dealing
with parents or children who had been identified (usually by authorities) as being the
offendersfvictims of physical child abuse and/or neglect. These studies are subdivided into
three areas: (a) programs aimed at children, (b) programs aimed at parents, and (c)
comprehensive/multiservice programs for families. Theoretically-based methods designed
to address various aspects of identified nceds of this population (e.g., childrearing;
knowledge of children) are presented within each subsection.

The second major section covers 30 studies addressing components of child abuse and
neglect prevention, but which did not involve identified maltreating populations. Rather,
these studies were intended primarily to explore the benefits of prevention that may emerge
from early intervention programs aimed at the pre- or postnatal periods, or early childhood.
This section is further subdivided into studies focusing on parental competence, and parent-
child support programs for new and for teen parents.

Finally, programs designed to treat victims or offenders of child sexual abuse are presented,
although the findings from these studies are very preliminary at the present time.

The review concludes with a summary of the major findings, and recommendations that
emerge from these findings. Two tables are included in the principal review that match the
ability of each form of intervention in addressing the identified needs of parents and
children who have been identified (Table 1) or who are considered to be at-risk (Table 2)
of child maltreatment.
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Section I: Treatment Programs for Identified Abusive and Neglectful Parents and Their
Children

A. Child-focused Intervention

The review of treatment programs begins with efforts to assist identified child victims. All
program models that addressed the child’s needs, and which presented adequate outcome
data, were predominantly preschool-based. The preliminary results of these programs
designed to treat the victims of abuse and neglect seem favorable in meeting some of their
intervention needs. Across studies, participants showed improvement in social behavior,
cognitive development, self concept, and reduction in aggressive and coercive behaviors. No
mention has been made of the applicability of these intervention strategies to older children
and adolescents, however, and the information is sketchy at best regarding effectiveness with
different forms of maltreatment. Even though these child-focused treatment programs often
incorporated parent treatment components, no information was provided as to the
effectiveness of these programs in meeting the needs of the parents involved. Similarly, no
mention is made of the contribution of these approaches to the improvement of family
resources and well-being. Thus, at present, child-centered intervention programs have
provided only limited indications of their usefulness. The potential of these methods,
however, merits further investigation because services for child victims have important
implications both for the development of the children involved as well as for interrupting the
inter-generational transmission of child maltreatment.

B. Parent-Focused Interventions

1. Behavioral and Cognitive-Behavioral Programs. The review found several
features that make cognitive-behavioral intervention approaches attractive in working with
parents who may abuse or neglect their children. First of all, these procedures have
demonstrated a relatively greater degree of effectiveness in modifying those parental
characteristics that are most relevant to child maltreatment (e.g., parenting skills; perceptions
and expectations of children). Several studies also showed reduced recidivism of
maltreatment, rather than just changes in specific attitudes or behaviors, and used randomly
assigned control groups.

Many of the psychological characteristics of abusive caregivers make behavioral skills-based
learning approaches quite attractive. Behavioral strategies are concrete and
problem-focused, and thus may be more appropriate for assisting the less intellectual client.
Interventions based on social learning theory are high in face validity and permit clients to
work on the problems that are of most urgency and importance to them. Moreover, because
behavioral treatments are often perceived as more "educational” and problem-focused in
nature, they may be less threatening to such families and make cooperation a bit easier to
achieve.
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Despite these strengths, there are limitations to cognitive-behavioral intervention programs.
Most notably, these methods are not clinically effective for assisting those parents who may
suffer from long-standing personality or psychiatric disorders, nor are they useful in
improving the social or economic conditions of maltreating families. Furthermore, such
skills-based educational methods require that parents practice new skills with their children,
which poses some degree of resistance or difficulty (i.e., when children are in care). Given
that a wide range of different problems often must be addressed with each family, it was
concluded that cognitive-behavioral services may offer the greatest benefit in conjunction
with other types of services.

2. Social Network Interventions. At present, little information is available
regarding the efficacy of social network interventions (i.e., where efforts are made to expand
and strengthen the identified family’s social resources and supports, usually through in-home
visits). However, this approach remains popular with many communities and child welfare
agencies, perhaps because of the low cost and intangible benefits not measured by these
reports. Nevertheless, adequate evaluation of their benefits is needed, especially as the
programs pertain to the delivery of multiple services.

C. Comprehensive/Multiservice Programs.

Comprehensive programs attempt to address the multiplicity of needs identified among
maltreating families by providing services that are flexible and wide-ranging. These services
may be selectively chosen from existing methods of individual or group support, skills-based
coping and child management techniques, homemaker services, etc., in order to tailor the
program to the needs of each family. In this manner, they attempt to deal separately or
simultaneously with each aspect of a family’s particular situation, within the context in which
the problems occur. Two major programmatic efforts have emerged over the past decade,
which were reviewed in this section: (a) family-centered home-based interventions, and (b)
ecobehavioral programmatic efforts.

Overall, the emerging findings from comprehensive services for families are encouraging, but
very preliminary at present. Based on the findings, it was argued that intervention initiated
during crisis situations may benefit from heightened family motivation for change and
willingness to try new options ("the teachable moment"). The intensive contact between
clients and therapists may allow for more accurate and complete assessment of family
situations, and may facilitate maximum responsiveness of the treatment program to the
changing needs and resources of the families involved. There is an expanded potential for
therapist modelling of appropriate behaviors in the environment in which they occur, and
intervention can be tailored to build on the strengths of all family members concerned.

Finally, initial costs estimates, especially for the home-based programs designed to deter
child placements, are very favorable compared to alternative placement costs. Thus,
comprehensive programs warrant further study to determine their specific strengths and
potential for treatment of abusive populations.
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Section II:  Intervention Methods for Non-ldentified Families Exhibiting Risk
Characteristics

The next section of this review looks at the expanding number of programs designed to assist
families that may be at risk of maltreatment, but that have not been identified or have not
yet committed such behaviors. By and large, these programs have built upon some of the
more promising approaches noted in the tertiary intervention literature, and applied them
to a much broader segment of the parenting population at an earlier point in time,
Although methodological issues remain with many of these studies as well, several important
conclusions may be drawn that have implications for intervention and prevention planning,

Intervention programs for parents who have not been specifically identified as abusive or
neglectful are founded primarily on the premise that promoting a positive and responsive
parent-child relationship is both a desirable intervention target as well as a viable child abuse
prevention strategy. The rationale for such programs is straightforward: many families with
very young children (under 24 months of age) are not yet experiencing the serious child
behavior management problems that bring their counterparts with preschool and school age
children to the attention of child protection agencies. Parent-child interactions are still
relatively benign although subtle indications of future problems may be present. If parents
can be assisted in their role at this early stage, the chances of influencing patterns of
parenting and promoting healthier parent-infant relationships are improved. Ipso facto, the
likelihood of relational failure and signs of child abuse and neglect are diminished.

A. Parental Competency Programs for Select Target Groups.

In general the findings of programs aimed at enhancing parental competency support the
short-term efficacy of family support. Taking child and parental outcome results together,
no approach to service delivery with these families emerges as preferred. The pattern that
does emerge is that fairly intensive group and home-visit interventions providing parental
support and instruction in child management and/or child cognitive stimulation exert their
main benefits in the domains of parental attitudes and behavior and overall maternal
adjustment. Positive child cognitive results seem to emerge in studies involving large
samples and consistent delivery of child development-focused interventions, although these
seem to be short-term in nature. Similarly, positive child behavioral gains are found in
studies with larger samples and sounder assessment methods.

From a prevention perspective these results are encouraging, because theorists have placed
an emphasis on parental characteristics and the interactional quality between parent and
child as important determinants of parental behavior. While positive gains were found for
indirect measures of abuse and neglect prevention (e.g., parenting attitudes and behavior),
few investigations attempted to measure abuse prevention directly {e.g., agency reports),
thereby highlighting the need to include both types of measures. Also, given the increased
cost of home visitation, the comparability of home versus group parenting education
approaches merits further study.
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B. Parent-child Support Programs for New Parents.

Considering child and parental outcome results together, these results echo the findings
reported previously with identified at-risk parents. That is, greater gains were shown in
measures of parental rather than child adjustment, and the efficacy of fairly intensive
home-visitation (1-3 years) is supported. The finding that positive results were reported for
home visits following both a consultation model and a more formal curriculum suggest that
parenting information and support garnered from either approach is beneficial. What did
not seem to work as well was when home-visits were brief and/or conducted in the absence
of clearly specified program objectives and content.

The present findings indicating greater gains for subjects possessing more initial risk factors
and receiving fairly intensive interventions argue for the matching of treatment length to the
need of each participant. This is supported in the first instance by the positive results of
brief home visitations for low risk subjects (i.e., new parents who were 18 years of age and
older, and not excluded on the basis of any demographic factor, such as education level,
income, or marital status). These findings, although preliminary, lend support to the utility
of a community-wide prevention approach in which such services are offered routinely as
part of prenatal and postpartum care.

In the second instance, the importance of matching treatment Iength to subject need or risk
is supported by the findings indicating that high-risk parents benefit more from intensive,
long-term involvement. Brief interventions of early and extended contact appear insufficient
for producing lasting beneficial effects among identified risk populations. More intensive
efforts may be needed to ensure the development of a stable and enduring helper-family
bond, because these families may be more socially isolated and mistrustful of service
providers.

C._Parent-child Support Programs for Teen Parents

Despite the small number of studies and methodological weaknesses, results with adolescent
parents serve to reinforce the conclusions drawn from the previous sections on procedurally--
defined at-risk parents and new and expectant parents. Specifically, relatively intensive
home-visit interventions with at-risk mothers yield modest short-term child cognitive gains,
and greater gains in child behavior and parental outcome measures. A supervised
interactional component that improves parenting and socioeconomic status may be
particularly useful with low income adolescent parents. An important contribution of these
studies is the finding that brief, education-oriented group classes are useful for enhancing
parenting-related knowledge with expectant fathers. Further, the finding that fathers who
had greater total knowledge scores were more likely to report supportive behaviors towards
the mother suggest that enlisting the father may not only improve his parenting skills, but
may potentially improve maternal skills through increased support.
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The comparative effectiveness of group versus home visit interventions remains at issue
because no study directly contrasted these approaches. Moreover, the true preventive
potential of these interventions remains unknown until child abuse reports or child health
variables (e.g., emergency admissions, number of accidents) are collected in future studies.
Because a number of parenting programs with teen mothers are approaching the evaluation
stage, these next years will offer an important opportunity to judge the preventive impact
of support programs with this population.

Summary of Prevention Programs

Family support studies ranging in definition of at-risk parents have found short-term positive
outcomes, particularly for parental outcome measures and for those mothers deemed at
greatest risk (e.g., poor, single, young). While positive gains have been found in terms of
indirect measures of parental behavior (knowledge and attitudes), several studies have also
found improvements in observed parental behavior and, to a lesser extent, indicators of
maltreatment (child abuse reports). Also, these studies show that family support programs
improve general maternal functioning rather than specific dimensions of personal
adjustment. There is initial, yet persuasive, evidence to suggest that multi-leveled programs
(i.e., offering additional services as parents require them over a longer period of time) are
worth the additional effort and expcnse, compared to less intensive services for higher risk
families. '

Overall, those programs that span from one to three years and provide a personalized
approach (e.g., home-visits) stand out as most successful in achieving the desired outcomes
and most successful with higher risk individuals. This apparent intervention-population
matching may be best understood by considering the often isolated, unskilled, and
impoverished characteristics of these mothers. That is, their need for support, parenting
instruction, and resource linkage seems to be fulfilled by the more personalized, outreach
nature of the home visitor approach.

Section IIl: Emerging Directions for Child Sexual Abuse Intervention
A. Intervention with Child Sexual Abuse Victims or Potential Victims

Particular characteristics of sexual abuse warrant consideration in seeking an understanding
of the wide range of problems shown among these children. Unlike other forms of child
maltreatment discussed above, incestuous sexual abuse is less related to caregivers’ attempts
to control or manage child- or family-related stress. Rather, it represents a most distinct
form of maltreatment that involves both betrayal of trust and physical violation, accompanied
by some degree of coercion or deceit. Private and specific fears related to aspects of the
abuse may develop, which the child is often unable to discuss due to the fear itself, as well
as developmental limitations in expression. Abrupt or gradual changes in the child’s
psychological well-being and behavior may occur, but others (including professionals) may
not identify these changes as being a function of sexual abuse.
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1. Legal-based interventions to Prepare Children for the Role of Witness.
Increased recognition of the difficulties children experience in a courtroom setting, in
particular their fear of the accused and confusion about the process, has led many states and
provinces to implement new evidentiary procedures. Most notably, these changes have
included the use of closed-circuit television to physically remove the child from the
courtroom, videotaping of children’s disclosure and investigative interviews, and the use of
a screen to block the child’s direct view of the accused in court. The impact of these
changes, however, is still under evaluation, particularly in terms of how they may attenuate
the child victim’s level of stress and long-term adjustment problems. A prominent
pioneering study in this regard is discussed in the full report.

2. Psychological and educational programs. Therapeutic programs for
sexually abused children and family members have expanded rapidly over the last decade,
as well as school-based prevention programs. Treatment has been extended to victims,
parents, siblings, and offenders, and has involved many different modalities (e.g., behavioral,
psychodynamic, famity therapy). The goals of treatment vary considerably, given the
diversity of this population and the preliminary nature of current investigations, but most
programs emphasize group/individual support for the victim and non-offending parents,
management of anxiety and fear symptoms, and/or empowerment strategies. At the present
time, however, scientific evidence regarding the benefit or impact of such programs is very
limited, primarily due to methodological concerns that have not been overcome (i.e., use of
control groups, proper measures of outcome, etc.), and the relatively recent focus on this
issue.

Child sexval abuse prevention programs, on the other hand, are directed at the general
population of school-aged children. Most programs have emphasized gains in knowledge
about potential abuse situations, "touch" discrimination, and behavioral strategies to
avoid/escape abusive situations. As a whole, evaluations provide some limited support for
the efficacy of sexual abuse prevention programs, particularly in terms of a slight increase
in knowledge about sexual abuse following a prevention program. However, no evidence
exists that links such changes in knowledge to changes in behavior. Questions were raised
regarding whether programs that are uscful for school-aged children are appropriate for
younger children as well.

B. Intervention Methods with Child Sexual Abuse Offenders

Certain psychologically-based approaches to treatment are beginning to emerge as having
a significant impact on the recidivism of known child molesters. The comprehensive
cognitive-behavioral programs are the most effective, especially for child molesters, incest
offenders, and exhibitionists. However, considerable methodological advancement must be
applied to this area to establish the parameters of what form of treatment works for whom.
Issues regarding the identification of high-risk or accomplished child molesters who would
benefit from this form of intervention are complex, yet the emerging literature is
encouraging in terms of desired change for those individuals who are identified.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
I. Research and Methodology: Gaps and Recommendations

A. Theoretical and Conceptual Advances. A conceptual model to guide intervention
and outcome evaluation necessitates that the common antecedents of the categorical
problem behaviors (i.¢., abuse, neglect, etc.) be identified. This identification procedure may
be informed by empirical findings, clinical observations, and theoretical applications. Thus,
if it is proposed that parents maltreat their children due to the direct effects of poor
knowledge and skill in childrearing, as well as improper support and assistance, then the
strategy for prevention should address these specific needs. Intervention and measurement
should be directly connected to the hypothesized causal model. An important addition to
presumed direct effects is the identification of mediators of the relationships between
antecedents and abuse. Intervention that targets both indirect and direct influences would
be expected to be more efficacious than those addressing either alone.

A.l. Recommendation #1: There is a critical need for prevention programs to be
driven by an underlying conceptualization of the processes involved in child abuse and
neglect.

B. Research Design and Program Evaluation. Although research designs have
improved significantly since the first reviews of intervention studies, recent studies still

contain methodological inadequacies common to the field of child maltreatment that must
be taken into account in interpreting their findings. For example, research designs are often
inadequate to draw firm conclusions, because most studics are naturalistic correlational field
research that does not permit true experimentation. Many studies involve subject samples
that in all likelihood contain mixed forms of maltreatment (¢.g., physical, sexual,
psychological abuse), which confounds the findings that may relate to physical abuse alone.
In addition, child abuse researchers face a major challenge in attempting to control for
related factors that may have direct or indircct effects on children’s adjustment, such as
marital discord, socioeconomic disadvantage, poor social supports, etc. Finally, it is
worthwhile to note that the newly emerging prevention-focused programs (designed for
families who have not yet been identified as abusive or neglecting), although promising, have
yet to demonstrate actual prevention, if one limits such criteria simply to the occurrence of
an incident. On the other hand, the burgecning evidence that such programs enhance
parental effectiveness and child competence argue for the preference of such outcome
variables over the unreliable and somewhat arbitrary official reports of maltreatment.

There is a critical need for appreciable follow-up periods so that maintenance of gains and
"sleeper” effects (i.e., those emerging after program completion) may be assessed. Other
design issues include the need to conduct more controlled evaluations through
randomization procedures and to incorporate greater sensitivity into program design in an
effort to maximize the likelihood of finding true effects. Such efforts as calculating
necessary conditions {e.g., number of subjects) to meet adequate levels of statistical power,
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monitoring the consistency, content, and quality of service delivery, and utilizing more
psychometrically sound and multi-method measurement procedures would facilitate accurate
evaluation of program effects. Although it is recognized that some treatment target areas
may not have sufficient evaluation devices currently available, greater utilization of existing
knowledge bases are in order.

B.1. Recommendation #2: The importance of testing promising intervention models
through the use of prospective designs is underscored.

B.2. Recommendation #3: Prevention programs aimed at child maltreatment, in
particular home-visitation programs, have matured to the point where specificity issues
should be addressed as part of outcome. The question of which programs work for whom,
and under what circumstances must be addressed.

C._Selection of Participants. Currently, a major roadblock to the implementation of
effective early intervention and prevention programming is the lack of information pertaining
specifically to the nature of the population. Although there was some evidence supporting
each of the interventions reviewed, little specificity is provided that allows one to match
intervention type to individual needs of persons or families. The comprehensive/multiservice
programs come closest in this regard, yet conclusions cannot be drawn under more complete
evaluation is available,

C.1 Recommendation #4: Alternative approaches to targeting subjects with specific
risk indicators should be explored, in which general indicators (e.g., first-time parenthood)
may serve as entry criteria for prevention programs.

D. Participation of Fathers and Male Partners. Almost without exception, the

studies reviewed herein include only female participants. No matter what conclusions one
draws from these studies, it is necessary to keep in mind that the results apply primarily to
women. Regrettably, many of the factors that have been identified by the ecological model
of child maltreatment implicitly or explicitly highlight the importance of the man’s role in
either contributing to or preventing such events. At this point in time, however, there is
little information by which to design and implement services to families that will best meet
the needs of men who are at-risk of becoming violent toward children or partners. This
finding of underrepresentation of fathers compared to mothers is consistent with the
literature on developmental psychopathology in general. Despite the growing knowledge
that fathers play a significant role in the development of child and adolescent problems and
in the etiology of physical and sexual abuse, intervention programs have generally not
included men in their programs.

D.2 Recommendation #5. There exists an urgent need to recognize and address the
male role in the occurrence and the prevention of child maltreatment. Program additions
and modifications that encourage male participation and improve family functioning hold
promise for expanding the impact of early intervention services.
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II. Program Development and Social Policy: Gaps and Recommendations

E._The Importance of Matching Services to the Needs of Parents, Children, and
Families: What Works for Whom? A major finding to emerge from this review is that no
particular method of intervention is likely to lead to desirable outcomes for even a majority
of families, especially by the time child maltreatment has been identified. From a cost-
benefit perspective, the cost of remediating serious childrearing concerns is prohibitive.

These costs may be reduced by placing greater emphasis on preparing parents for their
childrearing role well in advance of the emergence of problems, and having a wider range
of appropriate services available. Such a model requires staff who are trained to assist with
families at a level that is most beneficial, rather than attempting to detect and intervene
after the fact. Staff would have to be sensitive to individual, community, and cultural
preferences, as well as socioeconomic limitations, that constitute the majority of
disadvantaged families, and be willing to tolerate such differences for the purpose of
establishing a basis for improving the parent-child relationship. This approach requires more
investment in family development at an earlier point in time, but holds considerable promise
in reducing the costs and failures of the current reactive system.

An issue that emerged from this review was the need to match interventions to the needs
of each family as best as possible. The literature shows repeated attempts to design and
implement a particular strategy to any given sample of maltreating parents, with little regard
to the needs of each participant (especially cultural and ethnic minorities). Whereas some
parents require information and assistance in basic child rearing, many others require social
support, childcare respite, and/or personal counselling. Yet, the interventions persist in
attempting to "fit" the patient to the "cure,” rather than the reverse. Although the expanding
multiservice programs are promising in this regard, they lack thorough evaluation and follow-
up, and tend to have weak or inadequate research designs.

Moreover, few programs have been directed at the developmental needs of abused and
neglected children. Rather, treatment has been predominately aimed at adults. Although
our understanding of the developmental impact of these problecms has grown, efforts to
remediate and/or prevent such problems have been slow to develop. Neglected children, in
particular, suffer major psychological consequences that have been inadequately addressed
by current approaches.
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E.1. Recommendation #6: The current review supports the utility and cost-benefit
of (a) home visits, especially those begun prior to the onset of maltreatment, (b) specific
skills training that addresses parental misperceptions and false expectations of young
children, (c) specific skills training that promotes alternatives to physical punishment and the
use of more prosocial, developmentally relevant activities for the parent to engage in with
his/her child, (d) parental competency programs broadly aimed at non-identified individuals,
a strategy that reduces concerns due to labelling and detection, and (e) preschool-based
programs for child victims, which emphasize developmental gains and prosocial peer
interactions. The theme of matching relevant services to the changing needs of families was
highlighted throughout these findings.

E.2. Recommendation #7: Major efforts should be launched to determine the
impact on child maltreatment of an incentive-based program of child development screening
and child development prescriptions and resources offered to the general public from
conception through 5 years of age. This program could be offered through the local school
system and serve as a bridge to similar services in the schools when school age is reached
(this model is compatible with and could be a core element of the "neighborhood based
services" model being recommended by the U.S. Advisory Board on CAN).

E.3. Recommendation #8: Program development should focus on providing child
development and parenting information that is easily understood, practical and accessible
to all present and potential parenting populations.

E4. Recommendation #9: Early intervention programs to assist child victims of
abuse and neglect should be expanded. In conjunction with efforts to assist the parents in
their caregiving role, such programs offer additional developmental stimulation and peer
contact for children.

F. Marital/partnership Issues and Children Who Witness Wife Assault. The findings
from this review point to some important areas of intervention that have been identified but
rarely addressed. Based on the most popular ecological view of the causes of child
maltreatment, a number of treatment targets were identified at the family, child, and parent
level (community and cultural issues were beyond the scope of this review). Many of the
methods noted above showed some success in addressing issues associated with the parent-
child relationship (which is, of course, a central concern); however, the findings point to a
lack of information concerning issues related to family functioning.

F.1. Recommendation #10: Programs that address male violence against female
partners, as well as those that address marital disharmony, need to be considered as
necessary components of intervention and prevention for identified high-risk families.

129



G. Finding Effective Ways to Address Corollary Family Problems. To date, the
potentiating effects of socioeconomic stress, family disadvantage, and substance abuse on

abuse and neglect have not received adequate attention. Although most researchers
acknowledge the presence and impact of these contextual factors, few approaches actually
were designed to address these problems in a systematic manner. The comprehensive and
social network programs are, again, promising in this regard, but have as yet provided
limited evaluation data. Similarly, the influence of the parent’s competing (negative) lifestyle
and habits, which is often cited as a major concomitant factor among maltreating families,
was addressed only serendipitously, rather than systematically. Like the male offenders,
perhaps such individuals rarely participate in treatment outcome studies.

G.1. Recommendation #11: Expansion of service delivery to include multiservice
capabilities to address the negative influence of major contextual stress factors on effective
family functioning. Subsidized daycare and housing, respite programs, homemaker services,
etc. show promise in this regard, but require systematic implementation and evaluation.

H. Programs to Address the Needs of Ethnic Minorities. Attention must be directed
to societal influences that play a role in child abuse and neglect, especially in circumstances
where families are exposed to major effects of poverty, health risks, and environmental
conflict. Research needs to identify the special risks and strengths of diverse cultural and
ethnic groups, and to be sensitive to ethnic and cultural issues in the planning of services.
Such a cross-cultural perspective to child abuse and neglect intervention and prevention
would re-direct the focus away from individuals and families, and explore societal and
cultural conditions that attenuate or exacerbate these problems.

H.1. Recommendation #12: Although there is a general lack of research with
maltreated children from ethnic and minority communities, adequate information exists to
recommend the implementation and evaluation of culturally relevant intervention and
prevention methods.

I._Programs Aimed at Adolescents. Youth represent a sizeable proportion of child
maltreatment reports, yet they typically receive less than adequate assistance. From an
intervention perspective, there is reason to support the extension of programs that have
shown effectiveness with clinically-referred youth to an at-risk youth population. The most
effective programs for parent-adolescent conflict, which have been in existence for several
years, involve several components, such as effective communication, parent training,
contingency management, and family therapy. Although such methods may not be capable
of overcoming very longstanding parent-adolescent conflict and abuse, they may be effective
in addressing the emerging issues of that accompany adolescent development, especially for
families with a limited history of protective service involvement. Moreover, prevention
services for youth populations could integrate educational concepts (e.g., attitudes and
knowledge issucs affecting healthy versus violent relationships) with practical skills aimed at
non-controlling conflict resolution.
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I.1. Recommendation #13: Educationally-focused prevention programs targeted to
low- and high-risk adolescents merit development and evaluation in schools, communities,
and service agencies, on such topics as control and power in relationships, sexual and
physical viclence, and family and childrearing values.

J. _The Need for a Multiservice, Public Health Model of Ongoing Support for

Families

In the long run, the causes of these phenomena should be addressed from a public health
vantage point, rather than through tertiary intervention, because many of those causes affect
the health and functioning of the majority of families.

J.1. Recommendation #14: A public health approach to the prevention of child
abuse and neglect is a promising strategy that merits serious consideration. Such a strategy
should not undermine existing efforts at treatment and early intervention, but rather would
be designed to approach the widespread problem of child maltreatment from a broader,
more fundamental vantage point.

III. Child Sexual Abuse

Treatment and prevention activitics directed at the underestimated problem of child sexual
abuse have emerged rapidly over the past decade. Although there are beneficial therapeutic
programs both for child victims and for ottenders, it is still too early to draw conclusions
regarding their overall impact, However, legal-based services to assist children in preparing
to testify in court merit careful e¢valuation and dissemination, as do group and individual
programs for children that address their anxiety, fears, and symptoms of post-traumatic stress
that may emerge in the aftermath of disclosing sexual abuse. Perhaps because child abuse
prevention programs have emerged so rapidly, it was concluded that there is insufficient data
at present to either promote or deter such efforts. The initial findings presented herein
point to the considerable gap in knowledge related to determining which methods work to
teach what types of skills to which children. Because these gaps must be addressed before
conclusions can be drawn about such prevention efforts, the following recommendations
point to several of the more basic issues facing research and program development.

K. Therapeutic and Educational Programs to Assist Children

K.1. Recommendation #15: Prevention programs need to expand beyond the focus
on potential victims (i.e., children). There is a conspicuous absence of programs that target
other adults who come into contact with children, with either a detection or primary
prevention goal in mind, yet these adults are the most likely candidates to whom children
will report abuse.
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K.2. Recommendation #16: Several areas of program curriculum development and
clarification for child sexual abuse prevention merit improvement and expansion, if such
child-focused programs are to expand. Program content should extend beyond a discussion
of the touch continuum, to include related topics of importance (e.g., personal safety,
assertiveness, problem-solving). Moreover, affiliated staff should be trained to continue
providing opportunities for students to discuss the issues brought forth during training.

K3. Recommendation #17: Child sexual abuse prevention must turn its attention
toward some of the underlying social and cultural issues that are suspected to be at the root
of such exploitation and abuse. To date, little research has been conducted on the
motivating factors involved in child sexual abuse. Because almost all of the offenders are
male, a long term strategy should be developed that addresses some of the suspected roots
of such behavior from a socialization perspective. More responsibility for prevention should
be directed at socialization agents (e.g., schools, parents, clubs, etc.) in an effort to heighten
society’s awareness of the problem and to attack the roots of sexism that exist at all levels.

Kd4. Recommendation #18: Legal-based services for child victims, such as the
availability of non-standard evidentiary procedures (e.g., screen; videotaped testimony), and
the use of educational/therapeutic services to prepare children for the stress of testifying in
court, warrant investigation as to their possible role in decreasing the long-range negative
impact of sexual abuse and its disclosure.

K.5. Recommendation #19. Treatment services for child victims and for sex
offenders have shown promise in assisting victims and in reducing recidivism. Well-designed
investigations should be launched on a wide-scale basis to determine the most effective
forms of intervention for offenders and victims.
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APPENDIX D

U.S. ADVISORY BOARD ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

1. Membership

In accordance with the provisions of the 1988 Amendments to the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act, the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect comprises 15
members, each of which "is recognized for expertise in an aspect of the area of child abuse.”
Of the 15 members, two are Federal employees who are also members of the Federal
Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect, and 13 are members of the general

public.

Following is a list of Board members. Each list identifies the beginning and ending dates
of a member’s term of appointment and specific expertise mandated by statute which a

member brings to the Board.

CURRENT MEMBERS

Deanne Tilton Durfee, Chair

Executive Director

Los Angeles County Inter-Agency Council
on Child Abuse and Neglect (ICAN)

4024 Durfee Avenue

E! Monte, California 91732

818-575-4362

Yvonne M. Chase, Vice-Chair

Vice President

Child Welfare Services

Lockheed Information Management Systems
626 Columbia Street, NW, Suite #1A
Olympia, Washington 98501

206-352-1544

Frank D. Barry

Senior Extension Associate

Family Life Development Center
Cornell University

Ithaca, New York 14853-4401
607-255-7794

* Appointment/reappointment pending.

Representing: At-large
Term Beginning: May 30, 1989
Term Ending: May 29, 1995

Representing: Social Services
Term Beginning: May 30, 1989
Term Ending: May 29, 1995

Representing: Organizations

Providing Services to Adolescents
Term Beginning: May 30, 1989
Term Ending: *
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Enid A. Borden

President

The Borden Group

101 North Alfred Street, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-548-3692

Jane Nady Burnley
Executive Director
VALOR

P.O. Box 862

McLean, VA 22101-0862
703-538-6898

Howard A. Davidson

Director

ABA Center on Children and the Law
American Bar Association

1800 M Street, N.W., S-300
Washington, D.C. 20036
202-331-2250

Richard D. Krugman
Dean

School of Medicine
University of Colorado
4200 East 9th Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80262
303-270-7563

Gary B. Melton

Carl A. Happold Professor of Psychology and Law
Center on Children, Families, and the Law

University of Nebraska

Lincoln Square, 121 South 13th Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68588-0227
402-472-3130

* Appointment/reappointment pending.

Representing: Teachers
Term Beginning: October 25, 1992

Term Ending: May 29, 1995

Representing: Voluntary Groups
Term Beginning: October 25, 1992

Term Ending: May 29, 1996

Representing: Law
Term Beginning: May 30, 1989

Term Ending: *

Representing: Medicine
Term Beginning: May 30, 1989

Term Ending: *

Representing: Psychology
Term Beginning: May 30, 1989
Term Ending:  **

** Appointment pending upon release of 1993 Board Report
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Joyce L. Mohamoud

Executive Director

State Resource Office

Parents Anonymous of New Jersey
12 Roszel Road, Suite A-103
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
609-243-9779

Lawrence F. Potts

Director, Administrative Group

Boy Scouts of America National Office
1325 West Walnut Hill Lane

P.O. Box 152079

Irving, TX 75015-2079

214-580-2225

Prince Preyer, Jr.
Commissioner, District Six
Madison County Commission
3210 Hi Lo Circle, Suite B
Huntsville, AL 35811
205-532-1505

Diane J. Willis

Director of Psychological Services

Child Study Center

Department of Pediatrics

1100 Northeast 13th Street
Health Sciences Center

1100 Northeast 13th Street

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117

405-271-5700

(Seat currently vacant; appointment pending)
(Two Federal seats currently vacant;

appointments pending)

* Appointment/reappointment pending.

Representing: Parent Self-help
organizations
Term Beginning: May 30, 1989

Term Ending: *

Representing: At-Large
Term Beginning: October 25, 1992

Term Ending: May 29, 1996

Representing: State and Local
Government

Term Beginning: October 25, 1992

Term Ending: May 29, 1996

Representing: Organizations
Providing Services to Disabled
Persons

Term Beginning: May 30, 1989

Term Ending: *

Representing: Parent’s Groups

Representing: Inter-Agency Task
Force on Child Abuse and Neglect
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2. Staff And Other Personnel Resources -- 1991-1992
Staff

Byron D. Metrikin-Gold (December 1988)*
Executive Director

U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

202-690-8332

Eileen H. Lohr (December 1989)*
Program Assistant, U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
202-690-6053

Joan M. Williams (September 1991)*

Special Projects Specialist, U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
202-690-8178

Other Personnel Resources

Preston Bruce (November 1992 -- )*
Acting Deputy Director, U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
202-6%0-7059

Shawn A. Jackson (June 1992 to October 1993)*

Secretary, U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
202-690-7036

Marilyn J. Gosdeck (January 1993 -- )*

Management Analyst, U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
202-690-8604

Marla Brin (November 1992 to May 1993)*
Social Sciences Analyst, U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect

Anneke Radin (June 1993 to August 1993)*

Field placement from the University of New York at Geneseo

* Date of appointment to Board staff
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3. Committees and Work Groups -- 1992-1993

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Deanne Tilton Durfee, Chair

Frank D. Barry

Enid A. Borden (appointed 2/93)
Yvonne M. Chase

Howard A, Davidson

Richard D. Krugman (served until 2/93)
Gary B. Melton

RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Gary B. Melton, Chair
Yvonne M. Chase
Richard D. Krugman
Diane J. Willis

NEW NATIONAL STRATEGY WORKGROUP

Gary B. Melton, Chair
Frank D, Barry
Yvonne M. Chase
Joyce L. Mohamoud
Diane J. Willis

FATALITIES WORKGROUP

Deanne Tilton Durfee, Chair

Enid A. Borden (appointed 2/93)
Jane Nady Burnley (appointed 2/93)
Yvonne M. Chase

Howard A. Davidson

Donna N. Givens (served until 1/93)
Richard D. Krugman

Brenda G. Meister (served until 7/93)
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4. Activities of the Board -- January 1-September 30, 1993

During the first nine months of 1993 the Board devoted most of its attention to the
development of a proposed new national child protection strategy (the subject of this, its
1993 report) as well as a proposed national policy on the prevention of child maltreatment-
related fatalities (the subject of its 1994 report). A third major activity involved completion
of the Board’s 1992 report, The Continuing Child Protection Emergency: A Challenge to
the Nation, released to the public in early April 1993 at a press conference held in the U.S.
Capitol.

THE 1993 REPORT

The shape of the 1993 report emerged through discussions at the thirteenth meeting of the
Board in February 1993 and at the fourtecnth meeting in May 1993, both meetings held in
McLean, Virginia. The specific content of the 1993 report including its recommendations
was honed through a series of iterative drafts,

As in past years, most of the work in preparing those drafts was undertaken by the Board.
With substantial assistance from Frank Barry and Enid Borden, Gary Melton led this effort.

THE 1994 REPORT

On May 28, 1992, CAPTA was amended to require the Board to prepare a report on child
maltreatment-related fatalities. The report is to contain recommendations on (a) a national
policy designed to reduce such fatalities, (b) changes needed to achieve an effective Federal
role in the implementation of that policy, and (c) changes needed to improve data collection
about such fatalities.

In both its 1990 and 1991 reports the Board had made recommendations regarding child
maltreatment-related fatalities. In April 1992 the Board met in Los Angeles during which
it decided to satisfy the imminent CAPTA amendments by devoting its entire 1994 report
to the subject.

In reaching this decision, the Board elected to make the focus of the report the prevention

of child abuse and neglect. The report would use fatalities as a vehicle for explaining the
national child protection emergency to the nation.
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The report will emerge through a series of events and iterative documents including a series
of: field hearings; technical papers; interviews; discussions at Board meetings; and drafts of
the report. While the full Board has ultimate responsibility for the entire content of the
report, it has delegated responsibility for the development of the report to a Work Group.
A major aim of the Work Group will be to ensure that, throughout the development of the
report, all relevant information generated by corollary non-Board efforts will, to the
maximum extent possible, be utilized.

During the past year, the Board’s principal activities related to the 1994 report involved the
laborious but necessary process of information-gathering. To that end, members of the
Board and Board staff:

® in March 1993 met in Denver with a group of experts who were presenting at a
Colorado Child Fatalities Conference to test the Board’s preliminary thinking about
the report.

® in May 1993 (during a Board meeting):

- heard three witnesses during a mini-hearing on the "religious exemption"
under which the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services provides
States flexibility in defining whether the intentional denial of appropriate
medical care to a child by persons responsible for that child due to religious
beliefs constitutes child maltreatment; and

- heard a presentation on the relationship of confidentiality requirements to
child maltreatment-related fatalitics.

® in June 1993 held a field hearing in Chicago in connection with a conference of the
American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children.

® in September 1993 held a field hearing in Salem, Oregon.
® in September 1993 commissioned a set of Technical Papers on:
- the prevention of child maltreatment-related fatalities;
- child death review teams;
- the identification and investigation of child maltreatment-related fatalities;

- ensuring consonance between child safety and family preservation; and
- the collection of data on child maltreatment-related fatalities,
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CHANGES IN OFFICERS, MEMBERSHIP, AND STAFF

At its May meeting the Board elected Deanne Tilton Durfee as its Chairperson, Yvonne
Chase as its Vice-Chairperson, and Enid Borden to a seat on the Executive Committee.
Under the rules of the Board, they will scrve in those capacities until May 1995. Three
additional members of the Executive Committee will be elected at the Board’s Fall 1993
meeting.

In late 1992, five new members were appointed to the following seats on the Board:
Enid A. Borden (Teachers); Jane Nady Burnley (Voluntary Groups); James H. Egan
(Parents’ Groups); Lawrence F. Potts (At-Large); and Prince Preyer, Jr. (State and Local
Government). They replaced the following members: Decborah M. Walsh (Teachers); Judith
C. Frick (Voluntary Groups); H. Gordon Evans (Parents’ Groups); Jeanne D’Agostino
Rodriguez (At-Large); and Earl L. Dunlap (State and Local Government).

During 1993 Donna Givens and Brenda Meister, Federal officials who were appointed to
the Board from the ranks of the Federal Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and
Neglect, as well as James Egan, holder of the Parents’ Groups seat, resigned from the
Board. In addition, Gary Melton, holder of the Psychology seat, indicated his intention to
resign from the Board following the release of the 1993 report. Appointments to those four
seats as well as five appointments/ reappointments to the Medicine, Law, Services to
Adolescents, Services to the Disabled, and Parent Self-Help Organizations seats are currently
under consideration within the Department of Health and Human Services.

In late 1992-early 1993 the Board staff was markedly strengthened by the detail of: Preston
Bruce from the Administration on Children, Youth, and Families to serve as Acting Deputy
Executive Director; Marla Brin from the Environmental Protection Agency to serve as Legal
Advisor on Child Maltreatment-Related Fatalities; and Marilyn Gosdeck from the Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Children and Families to serve as Management Analyst.
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A list of the names and affiliations of individuals who addressed the Board during its
meetings follows:

MEETING OF FEBRUARY 9-12, 1993
McLean, Virginia

Joseph A. Mottola

Deputy Commissioner, Administration for Children, Youth and Families
Administration for Children and Families

Department of Health and Human Services

David W, Lloyd

Director, National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect
Administration on Children, Youth and Families
Administration for Children and Families

Department of Health and Human Services

Interagency Task Force Fatalities Workgroup Members:
Federal Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Emily Cook, NCCAN

Gary Lyle, Indian Health Service

Marti Speights, Department of Justice

Jane Sponberg, Department of Defense

MEETING OF MAY 25-27, 1993
MclLean, Virginia

Joseph A, Mottola

Deputy Commissioner, Administration for Children, Youth and Families
Administration for Children and Families

Department of Health and Human Services

David W. Lloyd

Director, National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect
Administration on Children, Youth and Families
Administration for Children and Families

Department of Health and Human Services

Robert Horowitz

Associate Director

American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law
Washington, D.C,
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A list of the names and affiliations of all individuals who testified before the Board during
one of its hearings, or submitted a written statement to the Board, follows:

HEARING OF MARCH 11, 1993
Denver, Colorado

Fatalities Workgroup

Members of the Public

HEARING ON
CHILD MALTREATMENT-RELATED FATALITIES

Jane Beveridge

State of Colorado

Division of Child Welfare Services
Denver, Colorado

Michael Durfee, M.D.

Child Abuse Prevention Program
Department of Health Services
Los Angeles, California

Michelle Kelly, Ph.D.

The Children’s Hospital

Child Advocacy and Protection Team
Denver, Colorado

James L. Kramer
Pueblo Coroner’s Office
Pueblo, Colorado

Donna Rosenberg, M.D,
Pediatrician
Denver, Colorado

Jill-Ellyn Straus

Deputy District Attorney

Adams County District Attorney’s Office
Brighton, Colorado

Harry Wilson, MLD,
The Children’s Hospital
Pathology Department
Denver, Colorado
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MINI-HEARING OF MAY 26, 1993
McLean, Virginia

Members of the Board

Members of the Public

MINI-HEARING ON RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION

Madeline Nesse
Office of General Counsel
Department of Health and Human Services

Ellen Mugmon
Child Protection Advocate

Philip G. Davis
Federal Representative
The First Church of Christ, Scientist

American Academy of Pediatrics
1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C,

(Written Testimony)

Rita Swan

Children’s Healthcare Is a Legal Duty, Inc.
Sioux City, Iowa

(Written Testimony)
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HEARING OF JUNE 25, 1993
Chicago, Illinois

Fatalities Workgroup
Members of the Public

HEARING ON
CHILD MALTREATMENT-RELATED FATALITIES

Coleen Kivlahan, M.D.
Medical Director

Department of Social Services
Jefferson City, MO

Randell Alexander, M.D.
University of fowa
Iowa City, IA

Jan Bays, M.D.
Emanuel Hospital
Portland, OR

Robert Reece, M.D,

Case Western Reserve University
Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital
Cleveland, OH

Linda Williams, Ph.D.
University of New Hampshire
Family Research Laboratory
Durham, NH

Barbara Bonner, Ph.D.
University of Oklahoma

Health Science Center, Psychiatry
Oklahoma City, OK

Thomas Curran, MSW, JD
Defender Assoc. of Philadelphia
Child Advocacy Unit
Philadelphia, PA

Deborah Daro, DSW

National Center -on Child Abuse Prevention Research
Chicago, IL

144




Robert Kirschner, M.D.

Deputy Chief Medical Examiner

Cook County Office of the Medical Examiner
Chicago, IL

Sharon OConner

Office of the Medical Examiner
Cook County

Chicago, IL

William Weil, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics and Human Development
Michigan State University

(Representing the American Academy of Pediatrics)

Paul DerOhannesian, JD
Albany County Office of the District Attorney
Albany, NY

Patrick Murphy

Public Guardian

Cook County Office of the Public Guardian
Chicago, IL

Bernardin Dohrn

Director, Children and Family Justice Center
Northwestern University Legal Clinic
Chicago, IL

Harry Elias, JD
North County Municipal Court
Vista, CA

Bill Hammond
2101 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, VA

Patricia Toth, JD
National Center for Prosecution of Child Abuse
Alexandria, VA
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APPENDIX E

List of Recommendations
in the
1990 Report of the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
Child Abuse and Neglect:
Critical First Steps in Response to a National Emergency

A, RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
Recommendation #1:

The Board urges each citizen to recognize that a serious cmergency related to the
maltreatment of children exists within American socicty and to join with all other
citizens in resolving that its continued existence is intolerable.

Recommendation #2:

The Board urges each citizen to demand that his or her elected officials at all levels
publicly acknowledge that thc American child protection emergency exists, and,
having so acknowledged this emergency, take whatever steps are necessary --
including the identification of new revenue sources -- to rehabilitate the nation’s child
protection system.

Recommendation #3:
The Board urges the U.S. Congress, State legislatures, and local legislative bodies to
view the prevention of child abuse and neglect as a matter of national security and,
as such, to increase their support for basic necessitics, such as housing, child care,
education, and prenatal care for low income familics including the working poor, the
absence of which has beer linked to child abuse and neglect.

B. PROVIDING LEADERSHIP

Recommendation #4;

The Board urges the President to become the visible and effective leader of a

renewed Federal effort to prevent the maltrcatment of American children and to help
the nation better serve those children who have been abused and neglected.
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Recommendation #5:

The Board urges each Governor to become the visible and effective leader of a
renewed State effort to prevent the maltreatment of children and to assure that child
victims of abuse and neglect receive appropriate services,

Recommendation #6:

The Board urges each Mayor and County Executive to become personally involved
in improving the delivery of services related to the prevention and treatment of child
abuse and neglect.

Recommendation #7:

The Board urges legislative bodies at all levels to join with the President, Governors,
and County Executives and Mayors in a renewed national commitment to child
protection by providing the funds necessary to prevent and treat child abuse and
neglect.

Recommendation #8:

The Board urges national scientific societies and professional associations to
undertake major initiatives to stimulate the development of knowledge about child
abuse and neglect and the improvement of the child protection system and to diffuse
such knowledge to their members, policymakers, and the general public.

C. COORDINATING EFFORTS
Recommendation #9:
The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
within the Federal Government (working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force
on Child Abuse and Neglect), and the Governors of the several States should identify

and eliminate barriers which stand in the way of providing coordinated community
services related to the protection of children.
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Recommendation #10:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
in the Federal Government (working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect), and the Director of the Office of National Drug Control
Policy in the White House should take steps to assure that all relevant aspects of the
national effort to control substance abuse are coordinated with efforts to prevent and
treat child abuse and neglect. These steps should begin immediately and should be
made apparent to the public. All steps taken at the national level should be
coordinated with relevant State and local "front-line” programs.

Recommendation #11:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Attorney General (working
through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect) should
undertake joint efforts to address the issue of fatal child abuse and neglect caused
by family members and other caretakers. These efforts should include the
identification and vigorous dissemination to State and local governments of models
for: (a) prevention of serious and fatal child abuse and neglect; (b) multidisciplinary
child death case review; and (c) identification and response to child abuse and neglect
fatalities by the social services, public health, and criminal justice systems.

D. GENERATING KNOWLEDGE

Recommendation #12:
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The Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Attorney General (working
through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect) should take
whatever steps are necessary to establish a Federal data collection system that
provides a comprehensive national picture of child maltreatment and the response
to it by the several governments of the United States. This new system should insure:
accurate, annual, uninterrupted, consistent, and timely data collection; mandatory
participation from the States; and a focus on actual incidence, reported incidence,
and the operation and effectiveness of all aspects of the child protection system. This
new system should be designed and implemented either by the Bureau of the Census
or the Centers for Discase Control, working in collaboration with leading experts on
child maltreatment.
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Recommendation #13:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services should launch a major coordinated
initiative involving all relevant components of the Department of Health and Human
Services to promote the systematic conduct of research related to child abuse and
neglect.

Recommendation #14:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
in the Federal Government (working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect), should launch a major initiative to use multidisciplinary
knowledge about what works as the cornerstone of Federal efforts to rehabilitate the
quality of the child protection system. This initiative should include the translation
of what is already known about interventions that produce positive results. It should
also include the evaluation of possible systemic improvements the value of which has
not yet been established.

Recommendation #15:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
in the Federal Government (working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect), in concert with the nation’s private foundations that have
an interest in children, should launch a major initiative to increase both the number
and the professional qualifications of individuals conducting knowledge-building
activities on child abuse and neglect. The initiative should include the active
encouragement of noted researchers from other fields in the social, behavioral, and
health sciences to do work in this area.

E. DIFFUSING KNOWLEDGE
Recommendation #16:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
in the Federal Government (working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect), should take whatever steps are necessary to assure that
practitioners, policymakers, and the general public (especially parents) have ready and
continuous access to comprehensive, consistent state-of-the-art information on child
abuse and neglect. Such steps should include establishing a permanent governmental
unit from which this information is available.
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Recommendation #17:

Leaders of the media should join in a campaign to promote public understanding of
the child protection emergency and the most effective ways of addressing it, including
coverage of the complexity and seriousness of the emergency and the alternatives for
dealing with it.

F. INCREASING HUMAN RESOURCES

Recommendation #18:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Congress, their counterparts
in State governments, and the Governors of the several States, in concert with
professional associations and organizations, should take concrete steps to establish
the position of public agency "child protective services caseworker” as a professional
specialty with commensurate minimum entry-level educational requirements, salary,
status, supervision, administrative support, and continuing education requirements.

Recommendation #19:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Congress, and their
counterparts in State governments should take the necessary steps to establish
minimum educational requirements for the position of public agency CPS caseworker
in agencies which receive Federal financial support. Such requirements should
provide for the substitution of appropriate experience for education.

Recommendation #20:
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The Secretary of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Congress, and their
counterparts in State governments should take the necessary steps to assure that all
public agency CPS caseworkers systematically receive adequate pre-service and in-
service continuing training for the proper performance of their duties. Such training
should be offered at different levels in keeping with the differing needs and
responsibilities of CPS caseworkers, and should reflect emerging issues in the field.




Recommendation #21:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Congress, and their
counterparts at the State and County levels, in concert with private sector support
should take the necessary steps to establish acceptable caseload standards so as to
reduce the caseload sizes of public agency CPS caseworkers in agencies which receive
Federal financial support. A part of this initiative should be the recruitment and
maintenance of a sufficient number of qualified staff so that services can be provided
at the acceptable caseload level.

Recommendation #22:

State and local social services officials should launch an aggressive campaign to
recruit new CPS caseworkers representative of the racial, ethnic, and cultural
composition of the child maltreatment caseload population.

Recommendation #23:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Secretary of Education
(working through the U.S, Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect)
should take concrete steps to assure a steady increase in the total number of the
nation’s professionals who possess the necessary competence and skill to participate
effectively in the protection of children. Such steps should include: the development,
introduction and expansion of curricula and clinical programs concerned with child
abuse and neglect in all the nation’s institutions of higher learning; the replication
and institutionalization of models for the interdisciplinary training of graduate
students preparing for work in child protection; and the establishment of a new
program of Presidential or Secretarial Child Maltreatment Fellowships for graduate
students willing to commit themselves to entering the field.

G. PROVIDING AND IMPROVING PROGRAMS
Recommendation #24:
The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
in the Federal Government (working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect), and the Governors of the several States should ensure that

comprehensive, multidisciplinary child abuse and neglect treatment programs are
available to all who neced them.
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Recommendation #25:

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
in the Federal Government {working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect), and the Governors of the several States should ensure that
efforts to prevent the maltreatment of children are substantially increased. Such
efforts, at a minimum, should involve a significant expansion in the availability of
home visitation and follow-up services for all families of newborns.

Recommendation #26:

The U.S. Congress and State and local legislative bodies should ensure that, in any
expansion of programs concerned with child abuse and neglect, resources devoted to
prevention and resources devoted to treatment do not come at the expense of each
other.

Recommendation #27:
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The headquarters or regional units of private sector organizations -- voluntary,
religious, civic, philanthropic, and entrepreneurial -- should take the necessary steps
to increase significantly the involvement of their local affiliates and outlets, members,
or employees in efforts to support and strengthen families as well as to prevent and
treat child abuse and neglect. At a minimum the efforts for which increased
involvement is encouraged should include: participation in neighborhood home
visitation networks; participation in formal volunteer programs; the introduction of
workplace measures aimed at reducing familial stress; participation in programs
aimed at increasing greater accountability within the child protection system; and the
promotion of greater awareness of the child protection emergency, as well as
advocacy for more enlightened public policies in response to it. Government at all
levels should facilitate the development of public/private partnerships aimed at
enhancing the role of the private sector in the prevention and treatment of child
abuse and neglect.




Recommendation #28:

The Attorney General, the U.S. Congress, the State legislatures, the Chief Justice of
each State’s highest court, and the leaders of the organized bar should assure that all
State and local courts handling the large numbers of civil and criminal child abuse
and neglect cases coming before the court system promptly and fairly resolve these
cases. Prompt and fair resolution will require sufficient resources including: (a)
adequate numbers of well-trained judges, lawyers, and court support staff, as well as
manageable caseloads that take into account the complex and demanding nature of
child abuse and neglect litigation; (b) specialized judicial procedures that are sensitive
to the needs of children and families; (¢) improved court-based diagnostic and
evaluation services; and (d) greater educational opportunities for all professional
personnel involved in such proceedings. Courts hearing child maltreatment cases
must also be given the funding and status befitting these most important of judicial
tribunals. These officials should also take steps to assure that every child has
independent advocacy and legal representation, and every CPS caseworker is
effectively represented by counsel throughout the judicial process.

Recommendation #29:

The Secrctary of Education and his counterparts in State and local educational
agencies, in concert with the leaders of all relevant national educational organizations
and their State and local affiliates, should launch a major Initiative to establish and
strengthen the role of every public and private school in the nation in the prevention,
identification, and treatment of child abuse and neglect.

H. PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Recommendation #30:
The U.S. Congress should direct an appropriate research agency to determine the
cost of developing and implementing a comprehensive national program for the

prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect, as well as the projected cost of
not developing and implementing such a program.
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Recommendation #31:
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The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in conjunction with his counterparts
in the Federal Government (working through the U.S. Inter-Agency Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect), in concert with the National Governors Association, the
U.S. Conference of Mayors, and the National Association of Counties, should
develop a model planning process aimed at generating plans for the coordinated,
comprehensive, community-based prevention, identification, and treatment of abuse
and neglect, and take appropriate steps to assure that the model process is
implemented throughout the nation.




APPENDIX F

List of Recommendations and Options for Action
in the
1991 Report of the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect

DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING
A NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

Recommendation B-1: PROMULGATING A NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION
POLICY

The Federal Government should establish a national child protection policy. The goal of
the policy should be to facilitate comprehensive community efforts to ensure the safe and
healthy development of children and youth. The policy should be incorporated into the
United States Code as an intrinsic part of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act.
The policy should drive the child protection-related actions of all Federal agencies.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Until a national child
protection policy is enacted, explore the possibility of using existing statutory authority to
promulgate elements of that policy in the form of Federal regulations.

¢ CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to enact a national child protection
policy.

Recommendation B-2: RELATING A NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION POLICY TO
POLICY REFORMS IN CHILD WELFARE SERVICES AND FAMILY RESOURCE
AND SUPPORT SERVICES

The Federal Government should assist in building a supportive service delivery system for
all families, troubled or otherwise, thereby providing a critical foundation for the prevention
of child maltreatment and the protection of children. To the extent possible, any statutory
or regulatory reforms of the child protection system should be sensitive to and harmonized
with thc purposcs and content of statutory or regulatory reforms of child welfarc scrvices
and family,

155



OPTIONS FOR ACTION

o SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Until child welfare reform
legislation is enacted and the Young Americans Act is adequately funded, use existing
statutory authority 1o begin the process of building a supportive service delivery system for
all families.

o CONGRESS: Enact legislation to reform child welfare and family resource and support
services, Two bills introduced in the 102nd Congress, S. 4 and H.R. 2571, amended
appropriately so that they are harmonized with the national child protection policy described
in Recommendations B-1, are likely vehicles.

e CONGRESS: Appropriate necessary funds so that full implementation of the Young
Americans Act of 1990 can begin.

Recommendation B-3; ELIMINATING THE USE OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN
ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED WITH FEDERAL FUNDS

Consonant with the intent of the National Child Protection Policy proposed by the Board,
the Federal Government should take all necessary steps to eliminate the use of corporal
punishment in all activities, programs, institutions, and facilitiecs which receive Federal
financial support of any kind.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

o HEADS OF RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Write to the Governors
requesting that they take whatever action is necessary to eliminate the use of corporal
punishment in all activities, programs, and facilities receiving Federal financial assistance.

® Develop and disseminate information on non-violent methods of discipline for children
receiving care through or in activities, programs, and facilities receiving Federal financial
assistance.

e SECRETARY OF EDUCATION: Write to all school superintendents, in those States

in which corporal punishment has not yet been prohibited by law, requesting that they
eliminate the use of corporal punishment.

e CONGRESS: Enact legislation to prohibit the use of corporal punishment in all activities,
programs, and facilities receiving Federal financial assistance.,

e CONGRESS: Enact legislation to prohibit the use of corporal punishment in all school
systems receiving Federal financial assistance.
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Recommendation B-4: DETERMINING THE COST OF IMPLEMENTING A
NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

An appropriate Federal research agency should be commissioned to determine the cost of
implcmenting a national child protcction policy and the cost of not implcmenting such a

policy.
OPTIONS FOR ACTION

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct that an appropriate
component(s) of DHHS contract for a study to determine the cost of implementing a
national child protection policy and the cost of not implementing such a policy.

e CONGRESSIONAL SUBCOMMITTEES WITH JURISDICTION OVER CAPTA:
Communicate to the Office of Technology Assessment the need for a study to determine the
cost of implementing a national child protection policy and the cost of not implementing
such a policy.

PREVENTING AND REDUCING CHILD MALTREATMENT
BY STRENGTHENING NEIGHBORHOODS AND FAMILIES

Recommendation C-1: IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF DETERIORATING
NEIGHBORHOOD ENVIRONMENTS

The Federal Government should take all steps necessary to facilitate the development of
neighborhood improvement initiatives to prevent child maltreatment, including
neighborhoods in urban, rural, and Native American communities.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT: Encourage the
recipients of Community Development Block Grants to devote more existing resources to
child maltreatment-related and family strengthening activities. Because of its emphasis on
community planning (including social planning), the Community Development Block Grant
is well suited to provide a structure for attention to the relationship between neighborhood
quality and child maltreatment, especially in urban communities,

® SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT: Explore ways in which
other existing HUD legislative authorities (e.g., the McKinney Amendments; Public and
Indian Housing) can be used to prevent child maltreatment through improvements in the
quality and quantity of low-cost housing.
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e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the Office of Rural Health Policy encourages the incorporation
of child protection into public health planning in rural communities and stimulate the
development of capacity for such an integration.

¢ HEADS OF RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Expand the responsibilities
and training of Community Health Representatives working with Native American
communities to encompass work with multi-problem families, including transportation of
such families to community mental health, guidance, or human services programs for
intervention services.

¢ HEADS OF RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES AND CONGRESS: Develop
child maltreatment-related and family strengthening activities in rural communities, especially
those with a high proportion of families in poverty. The Area Development Districts in the
various Federal economic development programs may provide avenues for rural community
planning to protect children. Where targeted programs for rural community planning do not
exist in a given region, Community Action Programs may be the avenue for planning and
implementation of neighborhood-based strategies in rural communities.

® CONGRESS: Require recipients of Community Development Block Grants to set aside
five percent of such funds for the purposes of (a) planning and implementing neighborhood-
based strategies for strengthening families and the prevention and treatment of child abuse
and neglect and (b) the integration of housing programs and child protection efforts.
Increase the authorization and appropriations for the Community Development Block Grant
Program commensurately.

Recommendation C-2: ENHANCING VOLUNTEER EFFORTS FOR THE
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

The Federal Government should take all steps necessary to facilitate the development of
volunteer programs for the prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION
¢ DIRECTOR OF ACTION: Establish a new program priority on child maltreatment.
e SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE: Undertake a major initiative to give a greater focus

to child maltreatment-related activities (including prevention) in the programs of the
Cooperative Extension Service.

158




¢ HEADS OF OTHER RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Undertake
initiatives to emphasize the roles of volunteers in child maltreatment-related activities
(especially prevention activities).

® CONGRESS: Establish a new program priority on child maltreatment within relevant
programs of ACTION and provide additional funding for this purpose.

¢ CONGRESS: Amend Serve-America to provide support for school volunteer programs
aimed at the (1) prevention of child maltreatment, (2) provision of social supports for
maltreated children and their families, and (3) development of additional peer counseling
and peer mediation services. This amendment would complement existing emphases in
Serve-America on substance abuse prevention and school drop-out prevention.

e CONGRESS: Specifically charge the Cooperative Extension Service to give a greater
focus to child maltreatment-related activities (including prevention) and provide additional
funds for it to do so.

Recommendation C-3: MOBILIZING RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS IN THE
PREVENTION OF CHILD MALTREATMENT

The Federal Government should provide the religious community with information about
ways that it can assist in the prevention of child maltreatment.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Convene a series of meetings with the heads
of the national organizations of religious institutions -- along with the heads of other
national voluntary organizations concerned with the quality of neighborhood and community
life -- aimed at exploring ways in which the Federal Government can provide information
which might be of assistance in community-based efforts focused on the prevention of child
maltreatment.
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PROVIDING A NEW FOCUS ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT AND
STRENGTHENING FAMILIES IN ALL RELEVANT FEDERAL AGENCIES

The Collective Federal Effort

Recommendation D-1: REDEFINING THE MISSION OF THE NATIONAL CENTER
ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

The Federal Government should redefine the mission of the National Center on Child
Abuse and Neglect so that the exclusive focus of the agency becomes either: (1) providing
leadership for all Federal efforts to strengthen the State and local CPS function; or (2)
planning and coordinating the entire Federal child protection effort. Either choice
necessarily entails restructuring the agency and moving it to another location within the
Executive Branch; either choice probably means renaming the agency. Whichever choice
for the redefinition of the National Center’s mission is made [(1) or (2) above], a program
to carry out the focus not chosen must also be established.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Appoint a high-level ad hoc
Work Group to study and make recommendations on the appropriate mission of NCCAN,

¢ CONGRESSIONAL SUBCOMMITTEES WITH JURISDICTION OVER CAPTA:
Hold hearings on the appropriate mission of NCCAN and develop amendments to CAPTA
reflecting the conclusions reached as a result of those hearings.

Recommendation D-1: ASSURING A FOCUS ON CHILD MALTREATMENT AND
STRENGTHENING FAMILIES THROUGHOQUT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
The administrators of all Federal agencies operating programs which are or could be
relevant to addressing one or more aspects of child abuse and neglect should ensure that
those programs are capable of making full, meaningful, measurable, and visible contributions
to the total Federal effort.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

» HEADS OF RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Explore the development of
a common Federal approach to the problem of child maltreatment.
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e SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; PRESIDENT PRO
TEMPORE OF THE SENATE; MAJORITY AND MINORITY LEADERSHIP OF
BOTH CHAMBERS OF CONGRESS: Convene meetings of the Chairs and their Minority
counterparts for all Committees and Subcommittees with jurisdiction over any Federal
programs that are, or could be, relevant to the total Federal effort. The purpose of these
meetings would be to devise a legislative strategy for assuring a focus throughout the Federal
Government on strengthening families and preventing and treating child maltreatment. Such
a strategy might involve the drafting and introduction of a "chain bill" that links the various
Federal programs in a common approach to the problem of child maltreatment.

Child Protection and the Child Welfare System

Recommendation D-2: STRENGTHENING CHILD PROTECTION EFFORTS IN THE
CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM

The Federal Government should take all necessary measures to ensure that, within the
nation’s system of public social services, State, Tribal, and local CPS agencies deliver high
quality services. These measures should include knowledge building, program development,
program evaluation, data collection, training, and technical assistance on:

® the development of linkages with other service providers and community resources
to ensure that children and families are receiving coordinated, integrated services;

® the development of a focus on prevention and early intervention with high-risk
families;

® the prompt, thorough, and family-sensitive investigation of cases of suspected
maltreatment;

@ the appropriate use of risk assessment in cases of suspected or substantiated child
abuse and neglect;

# the assessment and management of such cases (including in-home crisis services
and other services designed to increase children’s safety, strengthen families in crisis,
and prevent unnecessary out-of-home placements);

o the relationship of CPS to respite and other out-of-home care for the purpose of
child protection; and

® the relationship of CPS to permanency planning and adoption services for children
who have been removed from their families due to maltreatment.
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OPTIONS FOR ACTION

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Clearly assign NCCAN
responsibility for Federal leadership with regard to the CPS function -- in coordination with,
or as part of, the Children’s Bureau -- and measurably strengthen the capacity of the agency
to assume that responsibility.

o CONGRESS: Statutorily assigh NCCAN clear responsibility for Federal leadership with

regard to the CPS function, but, in doing so, legislatively strengthen NCCAN’s capacity to
assume that responsibility.

Child Protection and the Mental Health System

Recommendation D-3a: STRENGTHENING CHILD PROTECTION EFFORTS IN THE
MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM

The Federal Government should take all steps necessary to ensure (a) that effective mental
health treatment is available and accessible to abused and neglected children and their
families (including biological, adoptive, and foster families) and (b) that mental health
programs for children and families collaborate with other agencies and community groups
in the prevention of child maltreatment.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

To stimulate capacity-building efforts:

¢ CONGRESS: Require recipients of grants under the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental
Health Block Grant to set aside an appropriate percentage of such funds for community-
based mental health services for abused and neglected children and their families and for
programs to prevent child maltreatment among families at risk. If such an action is taken,
the Block Grant should be increased by a commensurate amount, and grantees should be
required to demonstrate their collaboration with health, social service, and justice agencies,
as well as private non-profit voluntary organizations.

o CONGRESS: Establish a new formula grant program for such a purpose. Such a grant
program could be directed (1) to State mental health or health agencies (as designated by
the Governors) for competitive distribution to community agencies, or (2) directly to
community mental health or health centers (as designated by the Governors).
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To increase the involvement of the mental health system in child protection;

o SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to establish a new unit within the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health
Administration for the prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect. The unit would
have responsibility for leadership in activities related to child protection in the child mental
health system, including program development, program evaluation, data collection, training,
technical assistance, and administration of pertinent grant programs.

e CONGRESS: Statutorily mandate the establishment of such a unit.

To_increase the involvement of State and community mental health agencies in child
protection_activities:

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the relevant Federal mental health agency provides technical
assistance and guidelines for State mental health plans so that such plans include provisions
for making mental health services to prevent or treat child abuse and neglect available and
accessible. Such guidelines should address the handling of reported child maltreatment cases
as well as the reporting of such cases.

o SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), through
technical assistance and guidelines for discretionary grants, encourages its Child and
Adolescent Services System Program (CASSP) grantees to build their capacity for effective,
accessible mental health services related to child abuse and neglect.

To decrease real or perceived obstacles to use of existing financing systems for effective
mental health services related to child abuse and neglect. including treatment of State wards:

o SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Children and Families to ensure that NCCAN and the Children’s Bureau, through the
provision of technical assistance and the issuance of guidelines for formula grants under
their respective jurisdiction, encourage their grantees to make use of provisions for mental
health services under EPSDT (Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment) and
other Federal health programs, and, in general, to collaborate with State and community
mental health agencies in the development of effective, accessible prevention and treatment
services related to child abuse and neglect.
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® SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Administrator of
the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) and the Assistant Secretary for Health
to ensure that HCFA and the relevant Federal mental health agency collaborate in a study
of fiscal barriers to effective mental health services related to child abuse and neglect,
including non-traditional (c.g., intensive home-based) service models. After the study is
completed, the Secretary should direct the Administrator of HCFA to take any
administrative action necessary to eliminate such obstacles, including making
recommendations for statutory changes when necessary.

¢ CHAIRPERSON AND RANKING MINORITY MEMBER OF THE HOUSE WAYS
AND MEANS COMMITTEE; CHAIRPERSON AND RANKING MINORITY MEMBER
OF THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE: Request that the General Accounting Office
or the Office of Technology Assessment conduct such a study. Congress could further take
any legislative action, including use of its oversight authority, necessary to eliminate such
obstacles.

To improve the quality of mental health services related to child abuse and neglect:

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the relevant Federal mental health agency sets aside discretionary
funds for demonstration grants for the development and application of models and
techniques of mental health services rclated to child abuse and neglect.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the relevant Federal mental health agency sets aside discretionary
funds for graduate, professional, and continuing education of child and family mental heaith
professionals in services related to child abuse and neglect. Such a program should be
compatible with the various training models associated with the major mental health
professions {clinical psychology, psychiatric nursing, psychiatric social work, and psychiatry),
but it should require granteces to demonstrate an interdisciplinary approach, including
education about the contributions of professionals outside the mental health professions and
those of parent self-help groups.

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the Indian Health Service hires a substantial number of additional
masters and doctoral level psychologists and social workers to work with Child Protection
Teams, Indian child welfare workers, and families who have abused their children, as well
as to provide families who have abused their children with in-home services.

¢ CONGRESS: Authorize and appropriate funds for such purposes.

164




Recommendation D-3b: ADDRESSING THE CONNECTION BETWEEN SUBSTANCE
ABUSE AND CHILD MALTREATMENT

The Federal Government should take all steps necessary to ensure that substance abusing
parents have access to both effective programs for the prevention and treatment of child
abuse and neglect as well as substance abuse itself. To be effective, Federal efforts must
include initiatives to increase (1) the availability and accessibility of prevention and
treatment programs and (2) knowledge about the relationship between substance abuse and
child maltreatment, including the effects of various policies and programs designed to
prevent children’s pre- and postnatal exposure to aicohol and other harmful drugs.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

To increase the availability and accessibility of prevention and treatment programs for
substance abusing parents:

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the ADAMHA Office of Substance Abuse Prevention and Office
of Treatment Improvement as well as the relevant Federal mental health agency (see
Recommendation D-3.a) set aside discretionary funds for an expanded program of joint
demonstration grants on the prevention and treatment of child maltreatment resulting from
or complicated by substance abuse.

® SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Children and Families to ensure that NCCAN continues to issue grants under its
Emergency Services Program that promote the availability of comprehensive prevention and
treatment services.

® SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct components of DHHS
to promote collaborative activities between parent sclf-help programs for substance abuse
and parent self-help programs for child maltreatment in order to facilitate remediation of
both problems.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Direct the agencies with responsibility for
programs related to criminal justice (including probation), health, legal services, substance
abuse, special education, child care, public housing, and child welfare, through the provision
of technical assistance and the issuance of guidelines for formula and demonstration grants
under their respective jurisdictions, to encourage their grantees to collaborate in the design
and implementation of comprehensive community services aimed at the prevention and
treatment of child maltreatment resulting from or complicated by substance abuse.

165



e CONGRESS: Require recipients of grants under the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental
Health Block Grant to set aside an appropriate percentage of such funds for community-
based services aimed at the prevention and treatment of child maltreatment resulting from
or complicated by substance abuse. Staff providing such services, including staff providing
services to Native Americans, should include degreed mental health specialists,
paraprofessionals, and volunteers.

® CONGRESS: Statutorily mandate the establishment of a new formula grant program for
this purpose.

e CONGRESS: Statutorily mandate the establishment of a new demonstration grant
program and/or expansion of existing programs for this purpose.

To ephance the state-of-the-art in the prevention of children’s pre- and postnatal exposure
to alcohol and other harmful drugs and to _treat the effects of such exposure:

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the ADAMHA Office of Substance Abuse Prevention and Office
of Treatment Improvement as well as the relevant Federal mental health agency manage
their demonstration grants in a manner designed to increase knowledge about programs and
policies related to the prevention and treatment of child maltreatment resulting from or
complicated by substance abuse.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Children and Families to ensure that NCCAN manages the grants under its Emergency
Services Program in a manner that increases knowledge about programs and policies related
to the prevention and treatment of child abuse resulting from or complicated by substance
abuse.

® SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)
and the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) establish programs for extramural
research on (1) the relationship between substance abuse and child maltreatment and (2)
the effectiveness of programs and policies for (a) the prevention and treatment of child
maltreatment caused or precipitated by substance abuse and (b) the treatment of substance
abuse caused in part by a history of child maltreatment. Research on treatment should
include studies of the effectiveness of parent self-help groups.
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¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that NIAAA and NIDA collaborate with the National Institute of Child
Health and Development, the Children’s Bureau, and the National Institute on Disability
and Rehabilitation Research of the Department of Education to stimulate research about
(1) the long-term effects of pre- and postnatal exposure to alcohol and other harmful drugs,
and (2) the treatment and education of children of substance abusing parents, including
those children who have been removed from the care of their parents.

® CONGRESS: Statutorily require the Executive Branch to take the steps set forth above.

Child Protection and the Schools

Recommendation D-4a: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

The Federal Government should take all necessary measures to ensure that the nation’s
elementary and secondary schools, both public and private, participate more effectively in
the prevention, identification, and treatment of child abuse and neglect. Such measures
should include knowledge building, program development, program evaluation, data
collection, training, and technical assistance. The objective of such measures should be the
development and implementation by State Educational Agencies (SEAs) in association with
Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) and consortia of LLEAs, of:

® inter-agency multidisciplinary training for teachers, counsellors, and administrative
personnel on child abuse and neglect;

® specialized training for school health and mental health personnel on the treatment
of child abuse and neglect;

® school-based, inter-agency, multidisciplinary supportive services for families in
which child abuse or neglect is known to have occurred or where children are at high
risk of maltreatment, including self-help groups for students and parents of students;

e family life education, including parenting skills and home visits, for students and/or
parents; and
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o other school-based inter-agency, multidisciplinary programs intended to strengthen
families and support children who may have been subjected to maltreatment,
including school-based family resource centers and after-school programs for
elementary and secondary school pupils which promote collaboration between schools
and public and private community agencies in child protection.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF EDUCATION: Dircct appropriate components of the Department
to develop protocols for child abuse reporting, case management, resource referral,

interagency case management, and maintenance of data management information systems
within SEAs and LEAs.

e SECRETARY OF EDUCATION: Direct appropriate components of the Department,
in collaboration with appropriate components of DHHS, to provide technical assistance to
the SEAs, based on such protocols, in the development of child abuse prevention and
intervention programs in LEAs.

e SECRETARY OF EDUCATION: Direct appropriate components of the Department,
in collaboration with NCCAN and the Office of National Drug Control Policy, to develop
and distribute model curricula for grades K-12 that include alcohol and substance abuse
prevention, understanding child abuse, and accessing community resources.

¢ SECRETARY OF EDUCATION: Direct appropriate components of the Department
to develop a national data collection system -- sensitive to the protection of confidentiality -
- to monitor and evaluate implementation of the protocols and to track numbers of reports
and their pattern over time within school districts and entire States. These data would
include, at a minimum, the number of reports made by schools each year, categorized by
types and severity of maltreatment alleged. A more comprehensive system would include
data on victim age, sex, and ethnicity, as well as data on follow-up, outcome, and interagency
involvement in each case. (The system should be coordinated with the activities called for
in Recommendation E-1.a.)

e SECRETARY OF EDUCATION: Direct appropriate components of the Department,
in collaboration with appropriate components of DHHS, to undertake an initiative aimed
at encouraging State, Tribal, and local school, health, and social services officials to increase
the number of coordinated service delivery programs aimed at adolescents.
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® CONGRESS: Establish a program of grants for the development and implementation of
school-based efforts to address child maltreatment. Funds would be allocated by formula
to SEAs which would then distribute them competitively to LEAs and consortia of LEAs,
SEAs would retain a limited percentage of funds for the cost of providing technical
assistance to LEAs and consortia of LEAs and for statewide inter-agency multidisciplinary
training of school personnel. This program would be administered by the Department of
Education, in collaboration with DHHS, or vice versa. Program collaboration should also
include, where applicable, Bureau of Indian Affairs-operated schools.

o CONGRESS: Establish a program of grants for the development and implementation of
public-private school-based efforts which focus on bringing community resources and services
-- including child care centers for teen mothers as well as relevant parent support/education
services -- into the schools to serve at-risk children and their families.

e CONGRESS: Establish a program of special grants for the employment of psychologists
and social workers (including masters-level psychologists and social workers) by schools in
rural areas heavily populated by Native American children as well as on reservations for the
purpose of providing treatment services to maltrcated children.

Recommendation D-4b: ENHANCING FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ADOLESCENTS AND YOUNG ADULTS TO PREPARE FOR RESPONSIBLE
PARENTHOOD

The Federal Government should stimulate new family life education initiatives specifically
aimed at adolescents and young adults which have as their underlying purpose the
prevention of child maltreatment.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

o SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE: Undertake a major initiative to give a greater focus
to child maltreatment-related activities (including prevention) in the programs of the
Cooperative Extension Service.

e HEADS OF OTHER RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Undertake
initiatives to promote family life education programs.

® CONGRESS: Specifically charge the Cooperative Extension Service to give a greater

focus to child maltreatment-related activities (including prevention) and provide additional
funds for it to do so.
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Child Protection and Health

Recommendation D-5: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF THE HEALTH SYSTEM IN
THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

The Federal Government should take all necessary measures to ensure that the nation’s
health care system plays a more effective role in the prevention and treatment of child abuse
and neglect. Such measures should encompass knowledge building, program development,
program evaluation, data collection, training, and technical assistance on the role of the
health system in the prevention, identification, investigation, and treatment of child abuse
and neglect. In planning for involvement of the health care system in child protection,
attention should focus on the roles of community health centers, public health authorities
(including visiting nurse programs), general and pediatric hospitals, primary health care
providers, self-help support networks, and alternative health delivery systems. Federal
programs potentially involved in child maltreatment include the National Institute on Child
Health and Development, the National Center on Nursing Research, the Center for Health
Services Research, the Centers for Disease Control, the Health Care Financing
Administration, the Office of Rural Health Policy, and the direct-service programs of the
Public Health Service including the Indian Health Service. All of these agencies should
participate in the design and implementation of the new effort. In addition, attention should
be given to reducing the prevalence of child maltreatment among children with disabilities,
amelioration of the health consequences of child maltreatment, and provision for
coordinated responscs to child maltreatment fatalitics.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to require, through regulation, all health professional schools and training
programs receiving Public Health Service (PHS) funds to include child abuse and neglect in
their curricula.

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to require PHS Commissioned Corps Officers who are providing direct services
to children, especially PHS Indian Health Service personnel, to participate in appropriate
continuing education on child abuse and neglect.
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e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Children and Families to ensure that NCCAN devotes sufficient resources to the
implementation of that portion of CAPTA which addresses resource centers so that a
national network of State and regional resource centers would come into being, with each
center to include a clinical consultation component as well as training for health
professionals (see Recommendation E-4).

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct all DHHS Components
focused on assistance for persons with developmental disabilities, sensory impairment,
physical handicaps, and chronic illness to develop and implement a special emphasis on the
prevention, identification, and treatment of child abuse and neglect.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to encourage organizations of health professionals to include child abuse and
neglect material in their continuing education efforts.

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to test the feasibility of using the AFDC, WIC, and CDC immunization programs
to provide child abuse prevention and parenting education materials.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to develop an administrative unit fo plan and coordinate all PHS knowledge
building, program development, program evaluation, data collection, training, and technical
assistance activities related to the diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of child abuse and
neglect.

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to set aside and focus a fixed percentage of total PHS funds on addressing child
maltreatment issues.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct appropriate
components of the Department to develop a national data collection system -- sensitive to
the protection of confidentiality -- to track data from all hospitals and medical clinics
receiving DHHS funds on numbers of child abuse reports and their pattern over time within
cities, counties, and entire States. These data would include, at a minimum, the number of
reports made by the hospitals and clinics each year, categorized by types and severity of
maltreatment alleged. A more comprehensive system would include data on victim age, sex,
and ethnicity, as well as data on follow-up, outcome, and interagency involvement in each
case. (The system should be coordinated with the activities called for in Recommendation
E-1.a.)
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¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the PHS Indian Health
Service to require the participation of at least one health care professional with specialized
training in child maltreatment in all Indian Child Protection Team meetings.

o CONGRESS: Statutorily require the Executive Branch to take the steps set forth above.

Child Protection and the Justice System

Recommendation D-6: STRENGTHENING CHILD PROTECTION IN THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM

The Federal Government should take all necessary measures to ensure that the nation’s
courts, attorneys, law enforcement agencies, probation departments, parole agencies, and
correctional institutions provide a prompt, sensitive protective response to all forms of child
maltreatment. Such a response should involve knowledge building, program development,
program evaluation, data collection, training, and technical assistance aimed at improving
the administration of civil and criminal justice related to child maltreatment, advocacy on
behalf of maltreated children, treatment for and monitoring of offenders both in
communities and correctional settings. The response should be reflected in improved
handling of child protection cases by:

e Federal, State, and Tribal judges and other court personnel handling civil and
criminal cases related to child maltreatment;

® attorneys involved in child maltreatment cases, both civil and criminal, including
prosccutors, lawyers representing CPS agencies, court-appointed counsel and
guardians ad litem for children, attorneys representing parents, as well as volunteer
lay advocates (court appointed special advocates);

e law enforcement personnel involved in the investigation of child maltreatment
cases;

® probation and parole officers involved in the supervision of juvenile and adult
offenders in cases of child maltreatment; and

® administrators and staff of Federal, State, Tribal, and County correctional
institutions where offenders in child maltreatment cases are confined.

The response should ensure that cases involving allegations of child maltreatment in

family settings, in the community, and within residential institutions are all given an
adequate focus.
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OFPTIONS FOR ACTION

e ATTORNEY GENERAL: Convene an ad hoc Work Group, consisting of agency
personnel from within all relevant entities in the Department of Justice, to explore ways of
coordinating a Department-wide response to the strengthening of child protection efforts in
the justice system nationwide.

o ATTORNEY GENERAL: Convene -- together with the Secretaries of Health and
Human Services, Defense, and the Interior, as well as the heads of the State Justice Institute
and the Legal Services Corporation - an Inter-Departmental Work Group, consisting of
agency personnel from all relevant Federal entities, to plan a collaborative, coordinated
response to the strengthening of child protection efforts in the justice system nationwide.
The Work Group would function under the aegis of the Inter-Agency Task Force (see
Recommendation F-1).

o ATTORNEY GENERAL.: Direct appropriate components of the Department to set aside
discretionary funds for research and demonstration grants focused on the improvement of
treatment for juvenile and adult offenders in cases of child physical and sexual abuse, both
as part of the probationary period and within correctional facilities.

® ATTORNEY GENERAL.: Dircct appropriate components of the Department to develop
a national data collection system -- sensitive to the protection of confidentiality -- to track
data from all courts, probation departments, correctional facilities, and parole agencies on
numbers of child abuse cases and their pattern over time within cities, counties, entire States,
and the Federal system. These data would include, at a minimum, the number of cases
handled each year, categorized by types and severity of maltrecatment alleged. A more
comprehensive system would include data on victim and perpetrator age, sex, and ethnicity,
as well as data on outcomes and interagency involvement in each case. (The system should
be coordinated with the activities called for in Recommendation E-1.a.)

& EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE: Establish, as a
new priority area, grants to improve the response by State civil and criminal court systems
to cases involving allegations of child maltreatment.

o PRESIDENT OF THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION: Establish, as a new

special priority area, grants to improve the legal representation of children and parents in
civil child protective judicial proceedings.
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e CONGRESS: Direct the Department of Justice to develop a planned and coordinated
focus for all justice system activities related to child maltreatment, and authorize and
appropriate funds for this purpose. This focus should include but not be limited to the
activities of: the Criminal Division; the Office of Justice Programs; the Federal Bureau of
Investigation; the Executive Office of the U.S. Attorneys; the Administrative Office of the
U.S. Courts; the Federal Judicial Center; the State Justice Institute; the Immigration and
Naturalization Service; the National Institute of Corrections; and the Bureau of Prisons.

e CONGRESS: Mandate, as part of the reauthorization of, or amendments to, Federal
crime and juvenile justice legislation, a new program of research and demonstration grants
focused on the improvement of treatment for juvenile and adult offenders in cases of child

physical and sexual abuse, both as part of the probationary period and within correctional
facilities.

¢ CONGRESS: Mandate, as part of the reauthorization of juvenile justice legislation, a new
program focus on the improvement of legal representation provided to all children in the
nation’s juvenile and family courts.

Funding Child Protection Efforts

Recommendation D-7: PROVIDING ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR THE NEW
SPECIALLY TARGETED EFFORTS

For each new gpecially targeted effort recommended in this report, Congress should
authorize and appropriate an amount necessary to implement the effort at a reasonable
level.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET: Undertake, in consultation with the
chief financial officers of all relevant Federal agencies, a special review of the Fiscal Year
1992 and Fiscal Year 1993 Federal Budgets with the objective of redirecting substantial
resources toward child protection and strengthening families and, once such resources are
redirected, expedite program implementation.

e OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET: Establish a "fast-track" process for the
review and approval of all regulations, announcements, survey instruments, etc. related to
child protection program initiatives.

e CONGRESS: Reallocate existing resources for child welfare services from a focus on

supporting the costs of out-of-home placement to a focus on preventive, "front-end,
intensive and comprehensive services, including home-based services.
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e CONGRESS: In providing any new funding for child protection, establish a formula that,
whenever feasible, takes into account the size of the child population, the proportion of that
population living in poverty, and the proportion of that population that is homeless.

Staffing Child Protection Efforts

Recommendation D-8: ASSURING ADEQUATE STAFFING FOR THE NEW
SPECIALLY TARGETED EFFORTS

For each new specially targeted effort recommended in this report, all program staff,
excluding clerical and grants management staff, should have demonstrated professional
competence in the field of child abuse and neglect. Moreover, program staff should possess
at least those professional credentials generally recognized as necessary for competent
practice or research in their disciplines. The number of program staff and the support
available to those staff, including funds for travel, should be sufficicnt to fulfill their
technical assistance mission and to achieve the visibility necessary for national leadership in
the various disciplines in the child protection field.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

® SECRETARY OF HEAL.TH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Devote a larger percentage of salaries and
expenses appropriations to staffing and staff support for the administration of programs
related to child abuse and neglect.

o CONGRESS: Authorize Executive Branch agencics administering child abuse and neglect
related programs, including those under CAPTA, to sct aside up to 10 per cent of funds
appropriated for those programs for Federal administration of those programs (comparable
to the authority provided by Congress in the Young Americans Act). The authorization
should require the agencies, before using set-aside funds, to spend from their salaries and
expenses appropriations no less than the amount they are currently spending for
administration of those programs.
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ENHANCING FEDERAL EFFORTS RELATED
TO THE GENERATION, APPLICATION, AND DIFFUSION
OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING CHILD PROTECTION

Nced for More and Better Knowledge

Recommendation E-la: IMPROVING THE COLLECTION OF DATA

The Federal Government should create a comprehensive, mandatory, 50-State and Tribal,
aggregate and case-specific child abuse and neglect data collection system. This system
should be administered collaboratively by several Federal agencies. In total, it should yield
an accurate, uninterrupted, comprehensive picture of child abuse and neglect, as well as the
response to it, throughout the nation.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Agree with the Director of
the Bureau of the Census to establish an ad hoc Work Group, consisting of staff from
appropriate components of both agencics, to cxplore the possibility of using existing
statutory authority to begin the design of a new national child protection data collection
systcm,

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to enact the statutory authority for
a new data collection system -- sensitive to the protection of confidentiality -- designed and
implemented by the Bureau of the Census in coordination with other data-gathering agencies
and include in that legislation authority to provide necessary financial assistance to States
and Tribes so that they can develop or enhance their capacity to collect and report data in
a manner consistent with Federal standards.

Recommendation E-1b: IMPROVING FEDERALLY-SUPPORTED RESEARCH

The Federal Government should take all steps nccessary to promote systematic research
related to child abuse and neglect. Such steps should include:

¢ cstablishing a new program within the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
as the primary Federal rescarch effort concerned with the causes, precipitants,
consequences, prevention, and treatment of child abuse and neglect;

® vesting responsibility in that program for the provision of Government-wide
leadership concerning research;

® substantially incrcasing funds available for research in all relevant agencies;
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e launching initiatives to increase the number and professional qualifications of
scientists involved in studies of child abuse and neglect;

e making peer review and grants management in all relevant agencies consistent with
scicntific norms;

® cngaging in long-range Government-wide planning for stimulation of knowledge on
critical topics related to child maltreatment (including cultural and social factors); and
e when feasible, developing means for reducing obstacles to the generation of
knowledge about child abuse and neglect.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

To increase general knowledge about the causes, precipitants, consequences, prevention, and
treatment of child abuse and neglect:

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to establish a Center for Research on Child Abuse and Neglect in the National
Institute of Mental Health and to provide it with adequate funding.

o CONGRESS: Using the next CAPTA reauthorization, amend the Public Health Act to
provide the statutory authority for such a Center and, following authorization, appropriate
adequate funds for its activities.

To increase knowledge about the child protection system:

o SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Establish programs or priorities for research
on the response respectively of the child welfare, health, mental health, education, and
justice systems to the problem of child abuse and neglect and the means of improving those
Tesponses.

® CONGRESS: Statutorily mandate the establishment of such programs or priorities.

To increase specific knowledge about the social and cultural factors related to child
maltreatment:

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to establish within NIMH a priority for the systematic development of knowledge
about the social and cultural factors in the causes, effects, identification, prevention, and
treatment of child abuse and neglect.
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e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct all components of the
Department supporting or conducting research on any aspect of child maltreatment to
require applicants for research grants to justify their failure to include culture or ethnicity
as a variable in research on child abuse and neglect.!

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Attempt to persuade the
heads of other relevant agencies to impose the same rule.

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
of Health to ensure that NIMH conducts workshops on cultural competence for prospective
applicants for rescarch grants on child abuse and neglect.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
of Health to ensure that NIMH makes affirmative efforts to increase the number of ethnic-
minority researchers on child abuse and neglect.

To increase human resources in the field of research on child abuse and negiect:

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to set aside an approprniate percentage of funds allocated under the National
Rescarch Service Award program and other NIMH programs for research training and
career development related to child abuse and neglect.

® SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that NIMH sponsors workshops for investigators entering the field to
assist them in the preparation of scientifically sound proposals in the area of child
maltreatment.

® CONGRESS: Amend the Public Health Service Act to mandate the set-aside of funds
allocated under the National Research Service Award program and other NIMH programs
for research training and career development related to child abuse and neglect.

'This rule would be a broadened version of an existing rule of the National Institutes of Health that applicanis jusiify
the exclusion of ethinic groups from study samples.
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To ensure that procedures for stimulation and analysis_of research on child abuse and

neglect are scientifically credible:

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Instruct the heads of relevant rescarch
programs to establish standing review panels of leading experts in the field of child abuse
and neglect and, absent a compelling justification for any contrary action, to adopt their
priorities for the funding of proposed projects. When standing panels have been established,
ensure that information about their composition and the process of reviews is spread
throughout the research community.

o CONGRESS: Statutorily mandate that such action be taken.

To facilitate the planning of research:

® SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to establish a Research Advisory Committee within NIMH to provide ongoing
advice to relevant Federal agencies about (1) priorities for research and means of increasing
the national capacity for generation of knowledge about child abuse and neglect and (2)
coordination of Federal efforts in research on child abuse and neglect. Such a Committee
should consist of Federal experts appointed by the Directors of the National Institutes on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Child Health and Human Development, Drug Abuse,
Education, Justicc, and Mcntal Health as wcll as the DHHS Assistant Secretaries for
Children and Families and Planning and Evaluation, the Assistant Secretary of Interior for
Indian Affairs, and non-Federal experts appointed by the U.S. Advisory Board on Child
Abuse and Neglect following consultation with relevant scientific societies.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to contract for a study to identify Government-wide priorities for research on
child abuse and neglect and to provide recommendations for development of the nation’s
capacity to conduct such research.

¢ CONGRESS: Statutorily mandate that such action be taken.

To reduce obstacles to the generation of knowledge about child abuse and neglect:

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant Secretary
for Health to ensure that NIMH, in collaboration with the Office for Protection from
Research Risks of NIH, sponsor (1) studies of methodological solutions to political, legal,
and ethical problems in research on child abuse and neglect and (2) workshops and other
activities to diffuse such knowledge within the research community,
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e CONGRESS: Using the next CAPTA reauthorization, amend the Public Health Act to
clarify the scope of confidentiality certificates.

Recommendation E-1c: IMPROVING THE EVALUATION OF PROGRAMS

The Federal Government should ensure that child protection activities supported with
Federal funds are subjected to rigorous evaluation and that findings of such studies are
applied in the design and implementation of programs in the child protection system.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Direct that all components administering
demonstration grants related to the prevention, identification, investigation, adjudication, or
treatment of child abuse and neglect allocate funds in the manner most likely to increase
knowledge important to the field.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Direct that all components administering
demonstration grants related to the prevention, identification, investigation, adjudication, or
treatment of child abuse and neglect require applicants to present a scientifically sound plan
for evaluation as a condition of receipt of funds,

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Direct that all components administering
such grants make diligent efforts to diffuse knowledge gained from evaluation of
demonstration projects (see Recommendation E-5) and, in collaboration with the research
planning effort described in Recommendation E-1.b, use such findings as the foundation for
developing new research priorities.

® SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF OTHER
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Direct that all components administering
such grants take significant steps to improve the overall quality of evaluation research, such
as working closely with the Resource Centers described in Recommendation E-4 on the
development of training and expertise in effective evaluation processes.

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to mandate that recipients of all

Federal funds related to any aspect of child protection set aside an appropriate percentage
of such funds for evaluation research.
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Need for More Skilled Professional Staff

Recommendation E-2: INCREASING THE QUALIFICATIONS AND NUMBERS OF
PROFESSIONALS IN CHILD PROTECTION

The Federal Government should significantly increase incentives and grant programs to
expand the numbers and qualifications of professionals available to work in the child
protection system.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND SECRETARY OF
EDUCATION: Direct appropriate components of the two Departments to devise and
implement a program, using existing resources, of Presidential or Secretarial Fellowships on
Child Protection for advanced study by students in schools of social work, medicine, nursing,
law, graduate programs in clinical, school, and counseling psychology, and other graduate
programs in professions serving children and families.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND SECRETARY OF
EDUCATION: Direct appropriate components of the two Departments -- in addition to
the program of fellowships for advanced study in each of the professions represented in
child protection -- 10 use existing resources to increase the number of opportunities for
interdisciplinary training throughout the nation.

® SECRETARY OF INTERIOR: Direct the Bureau of Indian Affairs to require that a
significant percentage of Indian Child Welfare workers, and all of their supervisors, possess
a Masters degree in social work or psychology.

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to legislate a new program of

incentives through grants/loans to university students in return for work in the field of child
protection, similar to the National Health Service Corps Program.
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Need for Implementation of Standards of Practice

Recommendation E-3: DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING STANDARDS OF
PRACTICE

The Federal Government should take all necessary measures to ensure that each Federal
agency directly providing services in the child protection system (e.g., the Indian Health
Service, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the family advocacy programs in the military, the U.S.
Attorneys, and the military courts) meets standards of competent practice, including but not
limited to standards for:

o staff qualifications and training;

o staff-to-clicnt ratios;

e timeliness of responsc;

® protection of client rights;

e legal representation of all parties (including the child) in relevant judicial
proceedings;

¢ cultural competence; and

® quality assurance.

The first of these measures should be commissioning the development of national standards
of competent practice for the various professionals and agencies involved in child protection
cases at the State, Tribal, and local levels.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e HEADS OF RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Collaboratively support --
through the venue of the Task Force -- the development of a set of standards of practice for
use in child protection cases by Federal personnel directly involved in such cases (such as
physicians, law enforcement officers, social workers, attorneys, judges, and psychologists) as
well as by Federally-operated programs rendering direct services in such cases (such as CPS
agencies, law enforcement agencies, hospitals, courts, and mental health clinics). If possible,
this effort should be built around an updating of the NCCAN Guidelines.

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to mandate individual Federal

agencies, especially the Bureau of Indian Affairs, to develop appropriate standards of
practice in child protection cases by a date certain.
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Need for the Provision of Technical Assistance
to State and Tribal Child Protection Efforts

Recommendation E-4: ESTABLISHING STATE AND REGIONAL RESOURCE
CENTERS

The Federal Government should establish a mechanism to stimulate development of State
or regional resource centers for training, consultation, policy analysis, and research in the
field of child protection. Such centers should be interdisciplinary and should involve
collaboration between universities and relevant State and Tribal agencies, including
opportunities for university-based sabbaticals for senior State and Tribal officials and agency-
based sabbaticals for university profcssors.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct that appropriate
components of the Department, working with other relevant agencies, use existing resources
to develop a network of State or Regional Resource Centers on Child Abuse and Neglect
throughout the United States. As a first step, building a system of ten Federal regional
resource centers should be considered.

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to authorize a $50 million nationwide
network of State and Regional Resource Centers and, following the authorization,
appropriate funds for implementation.

Need for the Diffusion of Knowledge

Recommendation E-5: IMPROVING THE FLOW OF INFORMATION

The Federal Government should develop a highly visible entity that takes whatever steps are
necessary to ensure that practitioners, policymakers, and the general public (especially
parents) have ready and continuous access to comprehensive, state-of-the-art information
on child abuse and neglect.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION
e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Establish a permanent

information diffusion entity within a component of the Department already carrying out
similar functions such as the National Library of Medicine.
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e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Establish a permanent
information diffusion entity within the component of the Department in which the Federal
planning and coordination responsibility will be located (see Recommendation F-1),

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to mandate the establishment of a
permanent information diffusion entity within a component of the Department.

IMPROVING COORDINATION AMONG FEDERAL, STATE, TRIBAL,
AND PRIVATE SECTOR CHILD PROTECTION EFFORTS

Recommendation F-1: ESTABLISHING A STRUCTURE FOR PLANNING AND
COORDINATION AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL

All of the activities which comprise the collective Federal child protection effort should have
the same goal: the reduction in the prevalence of child abuse and neglect, primarily through
assistance to State, Tribal, and local authorities in their efforts to protect children from
abuse and neglect, especially their efforts to build services for child protection at the
community level.

The Federal Government should establish an agency or entity to plan and coordinate the
accomplishment of that goal. The agency or entity should be mandated to develop -- in
concert with the agencies throughout the Federal Government whose programs constitute
the collective Federal effort -- both a long-range strategy for accomplishment of the goal as
well as short-term approaches leading toward that end, and to set forth that strategy and
those approaches in the form of a readily achievable, comprehensive plan,

In addition to developing the plan, the agency or entity should:

® assist the President, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the heads
of other relevant agencies in enlisting opinion leaders in efforts:

- to reduce societal influences {such as the acceptability of violence in the
media, the schools, and other social institutions) that may increase the
probability of family violence, child abuse and neglect, and violent crime;

- to increase social and material support for families that will decrease child
abuse and neglect and other forms of family dysfunction; and

- to increase social support for children that will ameliorate the effects of
abuse and neglect when maltreatment does occur;
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® identify problems related to child abuse and neglect that are receiving inadequate
national attention;

® convene meetings of leaders in business, labor, religious, civic and philanthropic
organizations, the media, professional associations, scientific societies, and volunteer
and parent organizations to facilitate their active and constructive response to such
problems:

® support educational campaigns designed to increase the sophistication of citizens -
- especially the over two million employed by the Federal Government -- of the
nature and complexity of child abuse and neglect and to inform them about
alternative steps (beyond reporting suspected maltreatment) that they may take to
increase the safety of children;

® develop public/private partnerships aimed at enhancing the role of the private
sector in the prevention and treatment of child abuse and neglect;

® coordinate the provision of technical assistance to Federal, State, and Tribal
agencies;

e coordinate the multi-agency review of the single comprechensive State and Tribal
plans described in Recommendation F-2;

® monitor policy and program implementation at all levels of government; and, as
necessary;

e convene key actors from throughout the Federal Government for collaborative
policy formulation, program design, and investment in joint funding ventures.

The agency or entity should be located at an appropriate organizational level. It should be
vested with authority commensurate with the nature of its responsibilities. Tt should be given
adequate resources.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Designate NCCAN as the
planning and coordination agency or entity, locating it at an appropriate organizational level,
vesting it with authority commensurate with the nature of its responsibilities, and giving it
adequate resources.

& SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Designate the Inter-Agency
Task Force on Child Abusc and Neglect as the planning and coordination agency or entity,
locating it at an appropriate organizational level, vesting it with authority commensurate with
the nature of its responsibilities, and giving it adequate resources.
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® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to mandate the designation of
NCCAN or the Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect as the planning and
coordination agency or entity, locating it at an appropriate organizational level, vesting it
with authority commensurate with the nature of its responsibilities, and giving it adequate
resources.

o CONGRESS: Alternatively, use the next CAPTA reauthorization to establish a new
agency or entity at a high level of the Executive Branch. If this option is selected, the
agency or entity should be headed by a Director appointed by the President with the advice
and consent of the Senate. The agency or entity should be located at an appropriate
organizational level, should be vested with authority commensurate with the nature of its
responsibilities, and should be given adequate resources.

e CONGRESS: Whichever option is chosen, use the next CAPTA reauthorization to
mandate the strengthening of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect by:

- reconstituting it as an Inter-Agency Policy Council consisting of Cabinet officers and
other relevant agency heads with responsibility for implementation of Federal child
protection policy and development of related policies of the Administration;

- making the Secretary of Health and Human Services the chair of the Council with
his/her authority to delegate that responsibility limited to the head of the planning
and coordination agency or entity;

- including as members of the Council the Secretaries of Agriculture, Defense,
Education, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, and
Interior, the Attorney General, and the Directors of ACTION and the Office of
National Drug Control Policy, with their authority to delegate their responsibilities
within the Council limited to no more than one layer;

- requiring that the Council meet at least three times per year;

- encouraging the Council to set up -- for purposes of planning and implementation -
- both permanent and ad hoc work groups and task forces consisting of technical
experts drawn from member agencies;

- providing staff and other resources for the operation of the Council; and

- integrating and coordinating the work of the Council with the work of the Federal

Council on Children, Youth, and Families authorized by the Pepper Young
Americans Act.
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Recommendation F-2: ESTABLISHING A STRUCTURE FOR PLANNING AND
COORDINATION AT THE STATE AND TRIBAL LEVEL

The Federal Government should require any State or Tribe receiving any formula grant for
child protection (including -- but not limited to -- any grants legislated in response to this
report, grants pursuant to CAPTA, the existing Social Services Block Grant, and Titles I'V-B
and IV-E of the Social Security Act) to submit a comprehensive three-year plan for
multidisciplinary investigation, prevention, and treatment of child abuse and neglect. This
single comprehensive plan should be a major eligibility requirement for these Federal
formula grants, providing States and Tribes with the opportunity to make a single application
to the agency or entity described in Recommendation F-1 for funds from several agencies.
That agency or entity should be authorized to exercise discretion in waiving discretionary
grant requirements that may impede the blending of Federal funds. As an alternative to
full-scale implementation of the comprehensive State or Tribal planning requirement, the
Federal Government should initiate a multi-year series of pilot projects aimed at testing the
core concepts underlying the requirement.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

¢ SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Explore the possibility of
using existing statutory authority to initiate the State and Tribal planning requirement.

e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Launch the pilot projects, using flexible
funding sources, without specific Congressional approval.

o CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to legislate the State and Tribal
planning requirement and, following legislation, appropriate the necessary funds for initial
planning grants.

o CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to authorize the pilot projects.
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Recommendation F-3: PROVIDING FOR COMPREHENSIVE FEDERAL PLANNING
AND COORDINATION IN RESPONSE TO CHILD MALTREATMENT FATALITIES

The Federal Government should ensure that issues related to child deaths resulting from
abuse or neglect are properly addressed by all relevant Federal agencies, acting
collaboratively. The Federal entities involved in such collaboration should include, but not
be limited to: such DHHS entities as NCCAN, the Children’s Bureau, the Centers for
Discase Control, the Health Resources and Services Administration, the Office for
Substance Abuse Prevention, and the National Institute of Mental Health; such Department
of Justice entities as the Criminal Division, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, the National Institute of Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and
the Department of Education. Also involved should be Federal entities that have direct
service provision responsibilities for families and children, such as the Department of
Defense, the Indian Health Service of DHHS, the Bureau of Indian Affairs of the
Department of the Interior, and the Office of Victims of Crime of the Department of
Justice.

Such collaborative efforts should address such issues as:

® the review of Federal statutes and regulations that may create barriers to inter-
agency, multidisciplinary collaboration at the Federal, State, Tribal, and community
level in the investigation, intervention, and review of suspected child fatalities;

e the development of model protocols and procedures for both individual State,
Tribal, and local agencies, as well as for inter-agency, multidisciplinary collaboration
in the investigation, intervention, and service provision in cases of child fatalities;

® the development of uniform national data gathering and analysis related to child
fatalities; and

® the on-going funding of research and training relating to the responses of the
Federal, State, Tribal, and local governments to the problem of child fatalitics,

including how such responses contribute, if at all, to the prevention of child
maltreatment in general as well as child maltreatment fatalities.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

o PRESIDENT BUSH: Convene the National Commission on Child and Youth Deaths that
was authorized by Pub. L. 100-294 in 1988,

188




e SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HEADS OF
RELEVANT CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES: Convene an inter-agency work group under
the aegis of the Inter-Agency Task Force: (1) to address the Federally imposed barriers to
the necessary sharing of information within inter-agency, multidisciplinary child death review
teams at the State, Tribal, and local levels; (2) to survey and support State, Tribal, and local
efforts to build child death review teams; and (3) to address the development of data
gathering, research, and technical assistance efforts related to child maltreatment fatalities.

o CONGRESS: Appropriate the necessary funds for the work of the National Commission
on Child and Youth Deaths.

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to establish within relevant agencies
throughout the Federal Government a funding priority for research, demonstration projects,
technical assistance, and training on child maltreatment fatalities. Specific elements to
facilitate the coordination and expansion of State, Tribal, and local death review teams
should be included in this funding priority.

IMPLEMENTING A DRAMATIC NEW FEDERAL INITIATIVE
AIMED AT PREVENTING CHILD MALTREATMENT --
PILOTING UNIVERSAL VOLUNTARY NEONATAL HOME VISITATION

Recommendation G-1: PILOTING UNIVERSAL VOLUNTARY NEONATAL HOME
VISITATION

The Federal Government should begin planning for the sequential implementation of a
universal voluntary neonatal home visitation system. The first step in the planning process
should be the funding of a large series of coordinated pilot projects. Instead of reaffirming
the efficacy of home visiting as a preventive measure -- already well-established -- these
projects should aim at providing the Federal Government with the information needed to
gstablish and administer a national home visitation system.

OPTIONS FOR ACTION

e SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Administration
for Children and Families, the Public Health Service, and the Health Care Financing Agency
(HCFA) to launch the pilot projects. Possible sources of funding for the pilots might be the
NCCAN Demonstration Grants Program, the Maternal and Child Health Block Grant
Program, and the Medicaid Program.

¢ SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct appropriate

components of the Department, in collaboration with ACTION and the Points of Light
Foundation, to stimulate the development of "Caring Community Programs.”
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e SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct appropriate
components of the Department, in collaboration with the American Academy of Pediatrics
and the National Child Abuse Coalition, to attempt to persuade insurers, including those
serving Federal employees, to cover the costs of home visiting.

e SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant
Secretary for Health to ensure that home visitation services are provided through the health
care programs of the Indian Health Service.

e SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES: Direct the Assistant
Secretary for Health to attempt to persuade the Department of Defense to provide home
visitation services to military families.

® CONGRESS: Use the next CAPTA reauthorization to authorize the sequential
implementation of a universal voluntary system of neonatal home visitation services as well
as to require DHHS to launch the pilot projects, to develop Caring Community Programs,
to approach insurers aggressively, especially the insurers of Federal employees, to provide
home visitation through the Indian Health Service, and to work with the Department of
Defense on the provision of home visitation to military families.
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APPENDIX G

Excerpts from the 1992 Board Report
of the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect
The Continuing Child Protection Emergency:
A Challenge to the Nation'

EXCERPT 1: NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

The Board believes that the time has come for a national child protection policy that makes
it possible for children to live safely in a family environment. Thus, as a second priority,
the Board has called upon the federal government to establish a national child protection
policy which will drive all of the child protection-related actions of the federal, state, and
local governments.

Current policy within all levels of government is too narrowly focussed on crisis response.
Under current policy -- clearly not intended to produce such results -- maltreated children:

® rarcly receive therapeutic services;

® often are given minimal information about the decisions affecting their lives;

® often are essentially unrepresented in legal proceedings and other official actions;

o find themselves the subjects of well-intended but fragmented and misdirected reform
cfforts that often seem isolated from the matters most significant to the children themselves;
and

¢ are too often left in unsafe homes.

Although in some instances parents are so unable to provide a secure and safe environment
for their children that those children must be removed from their homes, such removal
should not be the centerpiece of the child protection system as it currently is. An effective

child protection system should begin with the general question of how best to promote the
security of children and their families.

'us. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect, The Continuing Child Protection Emergency: A Challenge to the
Nation, 1992, 71-80.
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[Early in 1992] Congress amended the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act and the
President signed it into law. This should have been the occasion for adoption by both the
Congress and the White House of a national child protection policy. While the legislation
contained some important improvements, it feil far short of establishing the coherent policy
which the national child protection emergency demands. Surely, a nation which can enact
a comprehensive environmental policy that protects snail darters can enact a comprehensive
policy that protects children.

The Opportunity To Make a Personal Difference

Because child maltreatment affects all voters, all taxpayers, it is in their interest to take
responsibility for ending it. Voters and taxpayers can usefully be involved in efforts to help
their elected officials understand the full magnitude of child abuse and neglect.

Elected officials need to understand that adult violence against children leads to childhood
terror, childhood terror leads to teenage anger, and teenage anger too often leads to adult
rage, both destructive toward others and self-destructive. Terror, anger, rage -- these are
not the ingredients of safe streets, strong families, and caring communitics. Unless
American political leaders pay greater attention to the child protection emergency, all
Americans will continue to suffer financially and all Americans will live in a more frightened
and violent society.

Elected officials need to understand that the time to do something about child maltreatment
is now. If the nation’s leaders continue to look the other way, the present generation of
abused children may reach adulthood before effective action is undertaken. Many of these
children will perpetuate the cycle of abuse.

Elected officials need to understand that something significant must be done about child
maltreatment. Doing something significant means doing something more than just increasing
the reporting of child abuse and neglect, more than simply causing child abuse investigations
to be better coordinated, more than setting up new bureaucratic mechanisms to centralize
records of known child abusers.

Doing something significant means reform of the nation’s existing child protection system,
and the eventual replacement of that system with a new, comprehensive, child-centered,
family-focused, and neighborhood-based approach that emphasizes prevention rather than
investigation. That approach should be carried out at the level of urban and suburban
neighborhoods and rural communities and should be concerned not only with the
development of social and economic supports for troubled familics and children but also
with the provision of services that are based on the principle of neighbor helping neighbor.
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Elected officials need to understand that, if nothing significant is done about the child
protection emergency, hundreds of thousands of American children each year will have their
childhoods destroyed. With each childhood that is destroyed, the nation loses a piece of its
soul.

[....JThe Board believes that voters and taxpayers should engage all candidates for public
office in a dialogue about child protection in America. To facilitate that process, the Board
suggests that all candidates be asked the following questions:

e What policies, programs, and funding initiatives will you propose to make it as easy for
a parent to pick up the telephone and get help before abusing a child as it is now for a
neighbor to pick up the phone and report that parent for abusing that child?

® Will you help make child abuse and neglect treatment programs available to all children
and families that need them, and how will you do this?

® Will you work to ensure that efforts to prevent child maltreatment are substantially
increased, including a major expansion of:
- home visitation services?
- parenting education programs?
- attempts to strengthen neighborhoods in which the safety of children is endangered?
- increases in material supports such as housing, child care, and prenatal care for low
income families including the working poor?

e Will you work to ensure that family preservation services are made available to all
families that merit them?

e What steps will you take to assure that the medical, mental health, justice, education, and
social services systems collaborate so that all abused and neglected children receive the
protection they need and all at-risk families the treatment they need?

¢ What actions will you take to ensure that the deaths of children from abuse and neglect
are reviewed by state and/or county comprehensive multi-agency teams?

e What steps will you take to assist communities in developing better ways to help youth in
making the transition from childhood to adulthood, and in finding their place in society as
parents and productive citizens?

e What efforts will you undertake to facilitate public-private partnerships aimed at

enhancing the role of the private sector in the prevention and treatment of child abuse and
neglect?
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While government must provide leadership and resources in the struggle to control child
maltreatment, making government more responsive is not the only way -- or even the best
way - for citizens to take responsibility for ending it. The Board urges all citizens to
consider taking one or more of the following actions....

® Decide, if you are hurting your children,
- to stop;
- to reach out for help.

¢ Determine, if you know children who are hurting -- children within your extended family,
children of friends, children of neighbors -- to reach out to help them

- by providing resources;

- by providing support;

- by providing safety.

® Undertake to help friends and neighbors who have children
- by offering to care for the children of a single parent for a few hours;
- by reaching out to a family that has just moved to your neighborhood;
- by taking an interest in the activities of a child in your neighborhood.

@ Pledge, if you are able to give some of your free time, to
- become a volunteer with a local home visitation program;
- serve as a Court Appointed Spccial Advocate {CASA) for a child in the court
system;
- enlist as a Big Brother or a Big Sister, or as a foster parent;
- assist in facilitating a Parents Anonymous group;
- become a mentor for a child in a residential group home;
- volunteer at a crisis nursery;
- serve as a mentor for a teen mother or a drug-addicted mother;
- help mothers and children at a domestic violcnce shelter;
- respond to calls to a local crisis line;
- assist with public awareness campaigns;
- participate in fundraising activities;
- use your personal or professional skills to provide technical assistance, in such areas
as finance, law, marketing, and program development;
- promote and organize parcnting seminars in the workplace or conferences on
chiidren’s or family issues;
- encourage your place of worship to become involved in child abuse and neglect
prevention and treatment activities.
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® Be an advocate for
- better staffing in local child protection services agencies;
- enlightened change in public policy;
- increased funding for child maltreatment programs;
- expanded treatment for children and families.

In 1991 the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect dedicated its report to

the many thousands of American children and families trapped in the throes of
abuse and neglect who are waiting for our society, and its governments, to
respond to their plight with more than just a report, and more than just an
investigation.

On behalf of them, the Board challenges all Americans to resolve

e that the abuse, neglect, molestation, and murder of our nation’s youngest and most
vulnerable citizens by those entrusted with their care will be ended;

@ that this will be the last American generation in which millions of children experience
child maltreatment first-hand; and

@ that no child will suffer or die because America did not care enough to become involved,
because America did not make children’s health and safety a priority, or because America
was scared silent.

EXCERPT 2: BOARD STATEMENT ON THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD

Support for U.S. Ratification of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention on the Rights of the Child was unanimously adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly on November 20, 1989, after a decade-long process of development. The
Convention is an impressive statement of an international consensus that children are valued
as persons, that their human dignity deserves protection as a matter of right, and that their
full participation as members of the human community must be ensured.

The U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect has found the Convention to be
useful as a guide to the development of an American child protection policy. In 1991, the
Board incorporated relevant tenets of the Convention into its proposed National Child
Protection Policy [see Appendix B].
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Drawing from the Convention, the Board’s proposed Policy recognizes the nation’s
obligation to prevent child maltreatment whenever possible and, when maltreatment does
occur, to "promote physical and psychological recovery and social re-integration in an
environment that fosters the health, self-respect, and dignity of the child." The Policy also
asserts that children should have the right to a family environment and that "national policy
should strengthen families to remedy the causes of child abuse and neglect, provide support
for intensive services to prevent the unnecessary removal of children from families, and
promote the reunification of families if removal has taken place.” Consistent with the
Convention, the Policy also acknowledges the importance of providing opportunities for
children to be heard in any judicial and administrative matters pertaining to them and with
ample opportunity for representation.

To date,’ the United States has neither signed nor ratified the Convention. It remains under
study within the Executive Branch. The Board believes that, once the Convention is signed
by the President and ratified by the U.S. Senate, it can become a powerful instrument to
protect the physical and psychological integrity of our nation’s children.

Therefore, the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect strongly vrges the
President of the United States:

@ to direct those agencies studying the Convention on the Rights of the Child te conclude
their analysis rapidly;

® thereafter, to sign the Convention promptly; and

® thereupon, to submit the Convention quickly to the United States Senate with appropriate
reservations, declarations, and understandings to adapt the Convention to the American
federalist system.

Further, the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect strongly urges the United
States Senate, following the submission of the Convention by the President, to ratify it with
all deliberate speed.

Finally, the U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect strongly urges that -- until
these actions are taken -- States, Tribes, counties, and municipalities adopt the Convention
as a set of principles to guide their policies affecting children.

2T his assertion, set forth on August 29, 1992, remains true as of the present date, September, 1993,
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