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Note: Text for Title III of this Act is presented below.


                               An Act

To provide for an alternative penalty procedure for States that fail to meet Federal child support data processing requirements, to reform Federal incentive payments for effective child support performance, to provide for a more flexible penalty procedure for States that violate interjurisdictional adoption requirements, and for other purposes.

   Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled ,

 SECTION 1. <42 USC 1305 note> SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Child Support Performance and Incentive Act of 1998".

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

TITLE I--CHILD SUPPORT DATA PROCESSING REQUIREMENTS
TITLE II--CHILD SUPPORT INCENTIVE SYSTEM
TITLE III--ADOPTION PROVISIONS
   Sec. 301. More flexible penalty procedure to be applied for failing to permit interjurisdictional adoption.
TITLE IV--MISCELLANEOUS

 TITLE III--ADOPTION PROVISIONS

 Sec. 301. MORE FLEXIBLE PENALTY PROCEDURE TO BE APPLIED FOR FAILING TO PERMIT INTERJURISDICTIONAL ADOPTION.

(a) Conversion of Funding Ban Into State Plan Requirement.--Section 471(a) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)) is amended--

   (1) by striking "and" at the end of paragraph (21);

   (2) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (22) and inserting "; and"; and

   (3) by adding at the end the following:

   "(23) provides that the State shall not--

     "(A) deny or delay the placement of a child for adoption when an approved family is available outside of the jurisdiction with responsibility for handling the case of the child; or

     "(B) fail to grant an opportunity for a fair hearing, as described in paragraph (12), to an individual whose allegation of a violation of subparagraph (A) of this paragraph is denied by the State or not acted upon by the State with reasonable promptness.".

(b) Penalty for Noncompliance.--Section 474(d) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 674(d)) is amended in each of paragraphs (1) and (2) by striking "section 471(a)(18)" and inserting "paragraph (18) or (23) of section 471(a)".

(c) Conforming Amendment.--Section 474 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 674) is amended by striking subsection (e).

(d) <42 USC 671 note> Retroactivity.--The amendments made by this section shall take effect as if included in the enactment of section 202 of the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-89; [image: image3.png]


 111 Stat. 2125).
